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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The present English translation of Talk with the American Cor-
respondent Anna Lowuise Strong has been made from the Chinese
text given in the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Volume IV,

published by the People’s Publishing House, Peking, in September
1960.

Printed in the People’s Republic of China



This pamphlet contains two articles by Comrade Mao Tse-tung:
“Some Points in Appraisal of the Present International Situation”
and “Talk with the American Correspondent Anna Louise Strong”.

“Some Points in Appraisal of the Present International Situation”
was written to counter a pessimistic appraisal of the international
situation at that time. In the spring of 1946, imperialism beaded
by the United States of America, together with the reactionaries in
various countries, was daily intensifying its anti-Soviet, anti-Com-
munist and anti-popular activities and trumpeting that “war between
the United States and the Soviet Union is inevitable” and that “the
outbreak of a third world war is inevitable”. In these circum-
stances, since some comrades overestimated the strength of imperi-
alism, underestimated the strength of the people, feared U.S.
imperialism and feared the outbreak of a new world war, they
showed weakness in the face of the armed attacks of the U.5.-Chiang
Kai-shek reactionary gang and dared not resolutely oppose counter-
revolutionary war with revolutionary war. In this document Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung was combating such erroneous thinking. He
pointed out that if the forces of the pecople throughout the world
waged resolute, effective struggles against the forces of world re-
action, they could overcome the danger of a new world war. At the
same time, he pointed cut that it was possible for the imperialist
countries and the socialist countries to reach certain compromises
but that such compromises do ‘‘not require the people in the coun-
trics of the capitalist world to follow suit and make compromises
at home”, and that “the people in those countries will continue to
wage different struggles in accordance with their different con-
ditions”. This document was not made public at the time and
was circulated only among some leading comrades of the Central
Committee. It was distributed at the meeting of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China in December 1947. Since
the comeades present unamimously agreed with its contents, the
full texr was later included in “A Circular on the Decisions Made
at the Central Committee Meeting of December 1947, issued by
the Central Committee in January 1948,
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