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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 
The present English translation of On the Tactics 
of Fighting Japanese Imperialism has been made 
from the Chinese text given in the second edition 
of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Volume I, 
published by the People's Publishing House, P e ­
king, in July 1952. It is a careful revision of the 
first English edition published in September 1953, 
and endeavours to give a more adequate rendering 
of the Chinese text. 

Printed in the People's, Republic of China 

This is a report made on December 27, 1935 to a conference 
of Party activists held at Wayaopao, northern Shensi, after 
the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Com­
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party at the same place 
in the same month. At the Political Bureau meeting, 
one of the most important in the history of the Party, 
the mistaken v i ew then exist ing in the Party that it 
was impossible to l ine up China's national bourgeoisie 
wi th the workers and peasants in a common fight against 
Japan was refuted and the tactics of building up a na­
tional united front were decided. On the basis of the 
Political Bureau's decisions. Comrade Mao Tse-tung here 
explained in great detail the possibility and the impor­
tance of re-establishing a united front wi th the national 
bourgeoisie on the condition of resisting the Japanese. 
He stressed the decisive significance of the leading 
role to be played by the Communist Party and the Red 
Army in this united front. He pointed out the protracted 
character of the Chinese revolution and criticized narrow-
minded sectarianism and revolutionary impatience which, 
prevalent over a long period, had been the basic cause 
of the severe setbacks sustained by the Party and the 
Red Army during the Second Revolutionary Civil War. 
At the same t ime he called the Party's attention to the 
historical lesson of the defeat of the revolution in 1927 
caused by Ch'en Tu-hsiu's Right opportunism and pointed 
out that Chiang Kai-shek would inevitably try to under­
mine the forces of the revolution. Thus he enabled the 
Party to remain clear-headed in the n e w situation and 
conserve the forces of the revolution in spite of Chiang 
Kai-shek's endless intrigues and armed assaults. 

At the enlarged meeting of the Political Bureau held in 
January 1935 in Tsunyi, Kweichow, a n e w leadership 



headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung was established in place of the former "Left" opportunist leadership. As that meeting was held in the course of the Red Army's Long March, decisions could be made only on the most urgent military problems and on the reorganization of the Secretariat and Revolutionary Military Commission of the Central Committee. It was not until the Red Army had reached northern Shensi after the Long March that the Party leadership had the opportunity of clarify­ing systematically the various problems of political strategy. This report gives a most comprehensive analysis of these problems. 
Commission on the Publication of 
the Selected Works of Mao Tse-
tung, Central Committee of the 
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PRESENT 
POUTICAL SITUATION 

Comrades, a far-reaching change has now taken place 
in the political situation. On the basis of this changed 
situation our Party has defined its tasks. 

What is the present situation? 
The main feature is that Japanese imperialism 

wants to convert China into a colony. 
As everybody knows, China for nearly a hundred 

years has been a semi-colonial country under the joint 
control of several imperialist powers. Thanks to the 
Chinese people's fight against imperialism and the con­
flicts among the imperialist powers themselves, China 
has been able to retain her semi-independent status. 
The First World War for a time gave Japanese im­
perialism the opportunity of exclusive domination of 
China. But as a result of the Chinese people's fight 
against Japanese imperialism and intervention by other 
imperialist powers, the Twenty-one Demands^ signed 

iPut to the Chinese government on January 18, 1915, these demands were divided into five parts. The first four contained the following: transferring to Japan Germany's privileges and interests in Shantung and granting to Japan additional priv­ileges and interests there; allowing the Japanese to lease or 
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by Yuan Shih-k'ai^ the arch-traitor of that time, which 
surrendered China to Japan, became null and void. 
As a result of the Nine-Power conference called by the 
United States at Washington, a treaty^ was concluded 
own land, to reside, to engage in industry and commerce, and to have exclusive rights of railway building and mining in southern Manchuria and eastern Mongolia; reorganizing the Han-Yeh-Ping Iron and Steel Company in central China into a Sino-Japanese joint enterprise; and abstaining from leasing or ceding any harbours or islands along China's coastline to any third power. The fifth part demanded that Japan be allowed to control China's government, finance, police and army, and to build the vital railway lines connecting the prov­inces of Hupeh, Kiangsi and Kwangtung. 

After the Japanese ultimatum on May 7, Yuan Shih-k'ai, the head of the Chinese government, accepted all the demands except those in the fifth part, about which he pleaded for "further negotiation". 1 Head of the clique of the Northern warlords formed during the last years of the Manchu dynasty. When the Manchu regime was overthrown by the Revolution of 1911, Yuan took advantage of the tendency to compromise on the part of the bourgeoisie then leading the revolution and jockeyed for the position of the president of the Republic with the sup­port of the imperialists and on the strength of a counter­revolutionary army under his command. He formed the first government of Northern warlords representing the big land­lord and big comprador classes. In 1915 he restored the im­perial regime with himself on the throne and accepted the Twenty-one Demands (see note above). An uprising in Yunnan province in December touched off nation-wide revolt. Yuan was forced to abolish the imperial government in March 1916 and died shortly afterwards. 
2 In November 1921, the United States government invited China, Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, Portugal and Japan to a nine-power conference in Washington. It was really a duel between the United States and Japan for he­gemony in the Far East. On February 6, 1922, a nine-power 

in 1922 which once again placed China under the joint 
control of several imperialist powers. Before long, 
however, the situation changed again. The Incident of 
September 18, 1931,i marked the beginning of Japan's 
colonization of China. As Japanese aggression was for 
a time confined to the four north-eastern provinces^ 
some people felt that probably the Japanese imperi­
alists would advance no farther. Now things are dif­
ferent: there are unmistakable signs that the Japanese 
imperialists want to penetrate into China Proper and 
occupy the whole of China. They now want to con­
vert China from a semi-colony jointly controlled by 
several imperialist powers into a colony monopolized 

treaty was concluded under the U.S.-sponsored principle of the "open door" or "equality of opportunity in China for the trade and industry of all nations". This treaty, besides Establishing the joint control of the imperialist powers over China, defeated the plan of Japan, and facilitated that of the United States to place China under her own exclusive domination. 
1 On September 18, 1931, Mukden was seized by the Japanese 

army stationed in China's North-east. Under Chiang Kai-shek's 
order of "absolute non-resistance", the Chinese Army in 
Mukden and elsewhere in China's North-east withdrew inside 
the Great Wall. The Japanese troops were thus able to 
occupy in rapid succession the former north-eastern provinces 
of Uaoning, Kirin and Heilungkiang, and later Jehol. 

2 The provinces of Heilungkiang, Kirin, Liaoning and Jehol. The western parts of the first three provinces are now incor­porated into the Autonomous Region of Inner Mongolia, and most of Jehol is incorporated into the province of Hopei. 
3 



by Japan. The recent Eastern Hopei Inciident^ and the 
diplomatic parleys^ between Chiang Kai-shek's govern­
ment and the Japanese are clear indications of a trend 
of events which threatens the very existence of China 
as a nation. In these circumstances all classes and all 
political groups of the Chinese people are faced with 
the following question: What is to be done? Resist? 
Surrender? Or vacillate between the two? 

Now, let us see how the different classes in China 
answer this question. 

The workers and peasants in China are demanding 
resistance. The revolution of 1924-27, the agrarian 
revolution from 1927 up to the present day, and the 
anti-Japanese upsurge since the Incident of Septem­
ber 18, 1931, all prove that the Chinese working class 
and peasantry are the most resolute forces in the 
Chinese revolution. 

The Chinese petty bourgeoisie also demands resis­
tance. Have not the student youth and the urban petty 

1 Aided and abetted by the Japanese, Yin Ju-keng, a Kuo-mintang member, established on November 25, 1935 the bogus "Eastern Hopei Anti-Communist Autonomous Administration" over twenty-two counties in eastern Hopei. 2 These refer to the diplomatic parleys between the Chiang Kai-shek government and the Japanese government on the so-called "Hirota's three principles": (1) China's suppression of all anti-Japanese movements; (2) Sino-Japanese-"Manchu-kuan" economic co-operation (Manchukuo being the puppet state set up by Japan in China's North-east); and (3) Sino-Japanese joint defence against communism. On January 21, 1936, Hirota, Japanese foreign minister, told the Diet that the Chinese government "has accepted the three principles pro­posed by the Empire". 
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bourgeoisie already started a broad anti-Japanese 
movement?^ These Chinese petty bourgeois took part 
in the revolution of 1924-27. Their economic status, 
like that of the peasants, is one of small-scale produc­
tion, which is irreconcilable with imperialism. Im­
perialism and the Chinese counter-revolution have 
done them great harm, driving many of them into 
unemployment, bankruptcy or semi-bankruptcy. Now, 
faced with the immediate danger of enslavement by 
a foreign nation, they can have no alternative to 
resistance. 

But what about the national bourgeoisie, the com­
prador and landlord classes, the Kuomintang, when 
they are confronted with this question? 

The big local bullies and bad gentry, the big war­
lords, the big bureaucrats and the big compradors 
have long made up their minds. They maintain, as 
they have done all along, that revolution of whatever 
kind is worse than imperialism. These people have 
already formed the traitor's camp; the question as to 
whether or not they are to become slaves of a foreign 
nation simply does not exist, because, led by Chiang 

1 The year 1935 witnessed a new upsurge of the people's na­tion-wide patriotic movement. Students in Peking, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, organized a pa­triotic demonstration on December 9, shouting the slogans, "End the civil war!" "Unite against foreign aggression!" and "Down with Japanese imperialism!" In spite of the reign of terror imposed by the Kuomintang government in league with the Japanese aggressors, the movement immediately won na­tion-wide support, and has since been generally referred to as the "December 9 Movement". 
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Kai-shek,^ they have already effaced all distinctions 
between nations and identified their interests with 
imperialism. This gang of traitors is the deadly enemy 
of the Chinese people. But for them, Japanese im­
perialism could not have been so blatantly aggressive. 
They are the jackals of imperialism. 

The national bourgeoisie presents a complicated 
problem. This class took part in the revolution of 
1924-27, but badly frightened by the devouring flames of 

1 At the time of this report Chiang Kai-shek, having already 
surrendered the North-east, was surrendering northern China to 
Japan while continuing his ruthless war against the Red Army. 
Therefore the Chinese Communist Party had to do its utmost 
to expose him as a traitor and did not include him in the 
National Anti-Japanese United Front which it proposed. But 
even in this report, Comrade Mao spoke of the possibility of 
broadening the united front in consequence of the prospective 
disintegration in the camp of the Chinese landlord and com­
prador classes. After Japan's aggression in northern China, her 
interests clashed with those of Britain and the U.S. In view 
of Chiang Kai-shek's close dependence upon the British and 
American imperialists, the Party concluded that Chiang might 
change his attitude towards Japan at the bidding of his im­
perialist masters, and accordingly adopted the policy of com­
pelling him to resist Japan. In May 1936, upon its with­
drawal to northern Shensi from Shansi, the Red Army appealed 
directly to the Kuomintang government at Nanking for cessa­
tion of the civil war and united resistance to Japan. In August 
of the same year, the Central Committee of the Chinese Com­
munist Party addressed a letter to the Kuomintang's Central 
Committee asking for a united front of the two parties against 
Japan and a parley between the representatives of both sides. 
But the proposal was rejected by Chiang Kai-shek. It was 
not until the Sian Incident in December 1936 that Chiang 
Kai-shek agreed to the demand of the Communist Party for 
internal peace and resistance to Japan. 
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the revolution, it deserted to the people's enemies, the 
Chiang Kai-shek bloc. The question is whether, in 
present circumstances, there is any possibility of this 
class undergoing a change. We think th«:e is. This 
is because the national bourgeoisie is not the same as 
the landlord and comprador classes: there is a dif­
ference between them. The national bourgeoisie is less 
feudal than the landlord class and less in the service 
of foreign capital than the comprador class. One sec­
tion, the right wing, has more connections with foreign 
capital and Chinese landed interests than the other, 
and we shall not for the time being speculate whether 
it can change or not. The problem lies with that 
section which has fewer or even no connections of this 
kind. We believe that in the new situation, when China 
is in danger of being converted into a colony, this 
section may change its attitude. The change will be 
marked by vacillation. These people dislike imperiaUsm 
on the one hand and fear the uncompromising charac­
ter of the revolution on the other, and thus vacillate 
between the two. This explains why they took part 
in the revolution of 1924-27 and why, at the end of that 
period, they went over to the side of Chiang Kai-shek. 

What is the difference between the present situation 
and fhat of 1927 when Chiang Kai-shek betrayed the 
revolution? It lies in the fact that China in 1927 was 
still a semi-colony but now she is in danger of be­
coming a colony. During the past nine years the na­
tional bourgeoisie has deserted its ally, the working 
class, and made friends with the landlord and com-



prador classes. What advantage has it gained? None 
at all; what it has gained is the bankruptcy or semi-
bankruptcy of native industry and commerce. There­
fore, we believe that in the present situation the na­
tional bourgeoisie may change its attitude. To what 
extent? Its general feature will be vacillation. But at 
certain stages of our struggle, one section, the left 
wing, may take part in the struggle. And the other 
section may change from vacillation to neutrality. 

What class interest is represented by the Nineteenth 
Route Army under Ts'ai T'ing-k'aî  and his associates? 
It is the interest of the national bourgeoisie, the upper 
petty bourgeoisie, and the rich peasants and small 
landlords in the countryside. Did not Ts*ai T'ing-k'ai 
and his associates once fight bitterly against the Red 

1 Ts'ai T'ing-k'ai was deputy commander of the Kuomlntang's 
Nineteenth Route Army (the commander being Chiang Kuang-
nai) and commander of one of its corps. This army had 
fought the Red Army in Kiangsi and had been transferred to 
Shanghai after Japan's invasion of China's North-east. When 
the Japanese marines attacked Shanghai in January 1932, 
it resisted but finally lost the battle through betrayal on the 
part of Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Ching-wei. On Chiang's 
order, the army was then transferred to Fuklen again to fight 
the Red Army. But Ts'ai and other leaders of the army 
gradually realized the futility of such a war. In Novem­
ber 1933, allying themselves with a section of the Kuomintang 
forces under L i Chi-shen and others, they publicly renounced 
Chiang Kai-shek, established in Fukien the "People's Rev­
olutionary Government of the Republic of China", and con­
cluded an agreement with the Red Army to attack Chiang 
Kai-shek and resist Japan. After the collapse of the People's 
Revolutionary Government, Ts'ai and his associates came into 
closer co-operation with the Communist Party. 
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Army? Yes, but later on they concluded an anti-
Japanese and anti-Chiang alliance with the Red Army. 
They attacked the Red Army in Kiangsi, but later 
resisted Japanese imperialism in Shanghai and came 
to terms with the Red Army in Fukien and opened 
fire on Chiang Kai-shek. No matter what course Ts'ai 
T'ing-k'ai and his associates may take in the future 
and in spite of the fact that during the time of their 
Fukien People's Government they stuck to their old-
fashioned ways and made no attempt to rally the peo­
ple for the struggle, it must be considered an act 
beneficial to the revolution that their fire once trained 
on the Red Army was turned against Japanese im­
perialism and Chiang Kai-shek. This marked a split 
within the Kuomintang camp. If this section of people 
could break away from the Kuomintang camp in the 
circumstances following the Incident of September 18, 
.1931, why can there not be another split in present 
circumstances? Those members of our Party are wrong 
who think that the whole camp of the landlord class 
and the bourgeoisie is united, permanent and un­
changeable under any circumstances. . They not only 
fail to appreciate the present grave situation, but have 
also forgotten history. 

Let me say a little more about history. In 1926 
and 1927, from the time when the revolutionary army 
was advancing on Wuhan to the time when it cap­
tured Wuhan and marched into Honan, T'ang Sbeng-

9 



chih and Feng Yu-hsiang^ took part in the revolution. 
In 1933, Feng Yu-hsiang even joined forces with the 
Communists to form the Anti-Japanese Allied Armies 
in Chahar. 

Another striking example: Did not the Kuomintang's 
Twenty-sixth Route Army, which had once attacked 
the Red Army in Kiangsi in conjunction with the 
Nineteenth Route Army, stage the Ningtu Uprising^ 
in December 1931, and transform itself into a Red 
Army? The leaders of the Ningtu Uprising, Chao Po-
sheng, Timg Chen-t'ang and their associates have be­
come steadfast comrades in the revolution. 

The anti-Japanese activities of Ma Chan-shan^ in 

1 When the revolutionary Northern Expeditionary Army toolc Wuhan in September 1926, Feng" Yu-hsiang announced in Suiyuan province, now part of Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, the ena of his alliance with the clique of the Northern warlords and joined the revolution. After Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Ching-wei betrayed the revolution in 1927, Feng participated in anti-Communist activities, but was never ad­mitted into the inner core of the Chiang Kai-shek clique. After Japan's invasion of China's North-east he began to favour a war of resistance and, in May 1933, joined forces with the Communists to form the Popular Anti-Japanese Allied Armies in Kalgan. In his later years Feng continued to co-operate with the Communist Party. 
2 This mutiny, in which more than ten thousand officers and men were involved, occurred in December 1931 in response to the Communists' call for resistance to Japan. 3 An officer of the North-eastern Army, whose troops were stationed in Heilungkiang. After the Incident of September 18, he and his troops resisted the Japanese invaders driving to­wards Heilungkiang via Liaoning. 
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the three north-eastern provinces constitute another 
split in the camp of the ruling classes. 

All these instances indicate that when the range 
of the Japanese bombers extends to the whole of 
China, when the struggle changes its normal pace and 
suddenly surges forward, there will be splits in the 
enemy camp. 

Now, comrades, let us turn to another aspect of the 
question. 

Is it right to take exception to our views on the 
ground of the political and economic flabbiness of the 
national bourgeoisie of China and to argue that it 
cannot change its attitude in spite of changed cir­
cumstances? I think not. If the national bourgeoisie 
is flabby and therefore cannot change, why then did 
it change its attitude in 1924-27, not merely vacillating 
but even joining the revolution? Can it be that the 
flabbiness of the national bourgeoisie is a disease con­
tracted after birth and not congenital? Can it be 
that the national bourgeoisie is flabby today, but not 
at an earlier date? The answer is that one of the chief 
characteristics of the politics and economy of a semi-
colony is the flabbiness of its national bourgeoisie. 
This is precisely the reason why imperialism dares to 
bully the national bourgeoisie, and why dislike of 
imperialism is a characteristic of this class. Of course, 
we do not deny but fully admit that again because of 
its flabbiness, the national bourgeoisie is liable to fall 
an easy prey to the imperialists and landlords and 
compradors who can win it over by the offer of some 

11 



temporary advantage; hence its lack of revolutionary 
thoroughness. But in spite of all this, we cannot say 
that in present circumstances there is no difference 
at all between the national bourgeoisie and the land­
lord and comprador classes. 

We have therefore stated categorically that the 
Kuomintang camp will split up when the nation faces 
a serious crisis. Such a split has become manifest in 
the vacillation of the national bourgeoisie and in the 
activities of such anti-Japanese figures as Feng Yu-
hsiang, Ts'ai T'ing-k'ai and Ma Chan-shan, who are 
enjoying a spell of popularity. This split is funda­
mentally unfavourable to the counter-revolution and 
favourable to the revolution. The possibility of fur­
ther splits is increased because of the unevenness in 
China's political and economic development and the 
resulting unevenness in the development of the revo­
lution. 

Comrades, so much for the positive side of the ques­
tion. Now let me take up the negative side, namely, 
the fact that certain elements of the national .bour­
geoisie are often past masters at deceiving the people. 
What does this mean? It means that apart from the 
genuine supporters of the people's revolutionary cause, 
many of this class, by posing for a time as revolution­
aries or semi-revolutionaries, may be able to deceive 
the people who find it difficult to see through their 
demagogy and discover their lack of revolutionary 
thoroughness. That being the case, it becomes all the 
more imperative for the Communist Party to criticize 
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its allies, unmask the false revolutionaries and win 
leadership. If we deny the possibility that during a 
great upheaval the national bourgeoisie will shift its 
position and join the revolution, we may as well 
abandon our Party's task of winning leadership in the 
united front, or at any rate not take this task seriously. 
For that is what we should do, if the national bour­
geoisie, like the landlords and compradors, turned out 
to be barefaced traitors. 

In making a general analysis of the attitude of the 
Chinese landlord class and bourgeoisie in a great 
upheaval, another aspect should be borne in mind, 
namely, that even within the camp of the landlords 
and compradors there is not complete unity. This re­
sults from the circumstances of a semi-colony, cir­
cumstances in which many imperialist powers are con­
tending for China. When our struggle is directed 
against Japanese imperialism, the pet dogs of the 
United States or Britain, in obedience to the varying 
tones of their masters' command, may engage in 
veiled strife or even open conflict with the Japanese 
imperialists and their pet dogs. There were many 
such dog-fights and we are not going to dwell upon 
them all. We will only mention the fact that even Hu 
Han-min,^ a Kuomintang politician once imprisoned 

1 A well-known Kuomintang politician who opposed Dr. Sun Yat-sen's policy of co-operation with the Chinese Communist Party and helped Chiang Kai-shek in staging the counter­revolutionary coup d ' e t a t of April 12, 1927. Later he was beaten by Chiang in the scramble for power and was placed 
13 



by Chiang Kai-shek, recently put his signature to the 
document of our Six-Point Programme for Resistance 
to Japan and Salvation of the Nation.^ Hu Han-min's 
backers, the warlords of the Kwangtung and Kwangsi 
cliques,^ have under the deceitful slogans "Recover 
the lost territory" and "Resistance to Japan side by 
side with annihilation of the bandits", also opposed 
Chiang Kai-shek whose slogan is "Annihilation of the 
bandits before resistance to Japan". Does all this seem 
rather strange? It is not strange at all; it is merely a 
particularly interesting instance of a fight among big 
and small dogs, well-fed and under-fed dogs; it is a 
rift rather than a split, a conflict which is irritating 
and hurtful to the enemy, but helpful to the revolu-
under arrest. Set free after the Incident of September 18, 
he went from Nanking to Canton and directed the warlords 
of Kwangtung and Kwangsi to oppose Chiang Kai-shek's 
government in Nanking. 

1 This refers to the "Chinese People's Basic Programme for 
Fighting Japan", proposed by the Chinese Communist Party 
in 1934, and published over the signatures of Soong Ching Ling 
(Mme. Sun Yat-sen) and others. The programme consisted of 
the following items; (1) Mobilize all the sea, land and air 
forces to fight Japan; (2) Mobilize the people throughout the 
country; (3) Arm all the people; (4) Confiscate the property 
of the Japanese imperialists in China and the property of all 
collaborators to defray war expenses; (5) Establish an all-China 
committee for the nation's armed defence, to be elected by the 
representatives of workers, peasants, soldiers, students and 
business men; and (6) Form an alliance with all the forces 
hostile to the Japanese imperialists, and establish friendly re­
lations with all the countries that observe benevolent neutrality. 

2 The cliques headed respectively by Ch'en Chi-t'ang of 
Kwangtung and Li Tsung-jen and Pai Ch'ung-hsi of Kwangsi. 
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tion. We must try to bring together all such quarrels, 
rifts and conflicts in the enemy camp and direct them 
against the principal enemy. 

Summing up the problem of class relations, we may 
say that the Japanese invasion of China Proper has 
brought about a basic change in the situation and, as 
a result, the relationship of the various classes in 
China has also changed, the camp of the national rev­
olution has become stronger and the camp of the 
national counter-revolution weaker. 

Now let us turn to the situation in the camp of the 
national revolution. 

First, the Red Army. As you know, comrades, for 
nearly a year and a half the three main contingents 
of China's Red Army have been effecting large-scale 
shifts of positions. As soon as Comrade Jen Pi-shih^' 

1 One of the first organizers of the Communist Party of China. Since the Fifth National Congress of the Party in 1927 he was elected to the Central Committee at each Party Con­gress. At the Central Committee's plenary session of 1931 (the fourth since the Sixth National Congress), he was elected member of the Political Bureau. In 1933, Comrade Jen served as secretary of the Provincial Committee of the Hunan-Kiangsi border area and concurrently as political commissar of the Sixth Army Group of the Red Army. When the Sixth and Second Army Groups joined forces to form the Second Front Army, he became its political commissar. When the Anti-Japanese War began, he was the director of the General Political Department of the Eighth Route Army. From 1940 he was a member of the Secretariat of the Central Committee. At the Central Committee's plenary session of 1945 (the first since the Seventh National Congress), he was elected member of the Committee's Political Bureau and of its secretariat. He died in Peking on October 27, 1950. 
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and his associates had in August last year led the 
Sixth Army Group towards the area where Comrade 
Ho Lung's army was stationed/ we started to shift our 
positions in October.^ In March this year the Red 
Army in the Szechuan-Shensi border area^ also began 

1 The Sixth Army Group of the Chinese Workers' and Peas­ants' Red Army, originally stationed in the base area on the Hunan-Kiangsi border, was ordered by the Party's Central Committee in August 1934 to break through the enemy's siege. It joined forces with the Second Army Group led by Comrade Ho Lung in eastern Kweichow in October. These two groups formed the Second Front Army and created the revolutionary base on the Hunan-Hupeh-Szechuan-Kweichow border. 
2ln October 1934, the First Front Army, or the Central Red Army (comprising the First, the Third and the Fifth Army Groups) of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army embarked on the great strategic shift of position, known as the Long March. Setting out from Changting and Ninghwa, western Fukien, and Juikin and Yutu, southern Kiangsi, the Red Army traversed the eleven provinces of Fukien, Kiangsi, Kwangtung, Hunan, Kwangsi, Kweichow, Szechuan, Yunnan, Sikang, Kansu and Shensi. It climbed over high mountains snow-bound all the year round and crossed wild marshes v/here human beings were seldom seen. After undergoing untold hardships and having repeatedly routed the enemy in his attempts to encircle, pursue or intercept it in a continuous march of 25,000 li, the Red Army finally arrived in the rev­olutionary base area in northern Shensi in October 1935. 
3This refers to the Fourth Front Army of the Chinese 

Workers' and Peasants' Red Army which left its base in the 
Szechuan-Shensi border area in March 1935. One part was 
wiped out by the Kuomintang; another part, despite the 
disruption of the renegade Chang Kuo-t'ao (see note below), 
finally arrived in northern Shensi in October 1936 together 
with the entire body of the Second Front Army which had 
previously broken through the enemy siege and left the 
Hunan-Hupeh-Szechuan-Kweichow border area in June 1936. 
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to shift its position. Thus all three contingents of the 
Red Army have abandoned their old positions and 
shifted to new regions. As a result of these large-scale 
shifts the old areas have been turned into guerrilla 
zones. In the course of these shifts the Red Army was 
considerably weakened. If we consider this aspect of 
the over-all situation, we must admit that the enemy 
has won a temporary and partial victory, while we 
have met with a temporary and partial defeat. Is this 
statement correct? I think it is, for it is a fact. But 
some people, for instance, Chang Kuo-t'ao,^ say that 
the Central Red Army^ has failed. Is this statement 
correct? No. For that is not the fact. In approaching 
a problem, a Marxist should not only look at the parts, 

1 Chang Kuo-t'ao, a renegade from the Chinese revolution, joined the Chinese Communist Party in its early period. He made many mistakes which led to monstrous crimes. In 1935, he opposed the northward march of the Red Army, and carried out his defeatist and liquidatlonist plan of withdrawing the Fourth Front Army of the Red Army to the regions of the national minorities on the borders of Szechuan and Sikang, thereby causing it heavy losses. At the same time he open­ly rebelled against the Party and the Party Centre by es­tablishing a bogus party centre under his own control to disrupt the unity of the Party and the Red Army. Owing to patient educational work by Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the Party Centre, the rank and file of the Fourth Front Army and its cadres soon turned to the correct leadership of the Party Centre and played a splendid role in subsequent strug­gles. Chang himself remained incorrigible and in the spring of 1938 deserted from the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Re­gion to join the Kuomintang secret service. 
2 The Central Red Army, or the First Front Army, refers to the Red Army that was built up in the Kiangsi-Fukien area directly under the leadership of the Party Centre. 

17 



but see the whole. A frog squatting at the bottom 
of a well says, "The sky is only the size of the mouth 
of a well." That is wrong, for the sky is not limited 
to the size of the mouth of a well. But if it says, "A 
certain portion of the sky is only the size of the mouth 
of a well," it will be right, for that tallies with the 
fact. Therefore, we say the Red Army has failed in 
one respect, in maintaining its original bases, but has 
achieved victory in another respect, in carrying out 
the plan of the Long March. The enemy, on the other 
hand, has won victory in one respect, in occupying our 
original bases, but has failed in another respect, in 
carrying out his plan of encirclement and annihilation 
and of pursuit and annihilation. This is the only com­
plete and correct statement of the position, for it is 
a fact that we have completed the Long March. 

One may well ask: "What is the significance of the 
Long March?" We answer that the Long March is the 
first of its kind ever recorded in history, that it is a 
manifesto, an instrument of agitation and propaganda 
and, as it were, a seed-drill. Since P'an Ku divided 
heaven from earth and the Three Sovereigns and Five 
Emperors^ reigned, has there ever been in history a 
long march like ours? For twelve months we were 
under daily reconnaissance and bombing from the air 
by scores of planes; we were encircled, pursued, 
obstructed and intercepted on the ground by a great 

i ln Chinese mythology P'an Ku was the creator of the world and the first ruler of mankind. The Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors were legendary rulers in ancient China. 
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force of several hundred thousand men; we encoun­
tered untold difficulties and obstacles on the way; but 
by slogging on we covered more than 20,000 li through 
the length and breadth of eleven provinces. Tell me, 
has there ever been in history anything like this? No, 
never. The Long March is also a manifesto. It pro­
claims to the world that the Red Army is an army of 
heroes and that the imperialists and their jackals, 
Chiang Kai-shek and his like, are utterly powerless 
against us. It proclaims the utter failure of the en­
circlement, pursuit, obstruction and interception at­
tempted by the imperialists and Chiang Kai-shek. The 
Long March is also a powerful instrument of agitation 
and propaganda. It declares to some two hundred 
million people of eleven provinces that the road of the 
Red Army is the only road to their liberation. Without 
the Long March, how could the masses have heard so 
quickly of the existence of the great ideas upheld by 
the Red Army? The Long March is also a seed-drill. 
It has sown many seeds in eleven provinces, which 
will sprout, grow leaves, blossom into flowers, bear 
fruit and surely yield a harvest in the future. To 
sum up, the Long March ended with our victory and 
the defeat of the enemy. 

Who led the Long March to victory? The Com­
munist Party. Without the Communist Party, such 
a long march would have been inconceivable. The 
Chinese Communist Party, its leadership, its cadres 
and its members are not afraid of difficulties or hard­
ships. Anyone who questions our ability to lead the 
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