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PROBLEMS OF STRATEGY
IN CHINA’S REVOLUTIONARY WAR

December 1936

CHAPTER 1
HOW TO STUDY WAR

1. THE LAWS OF WAR ARE DEVELOPMENTAL

The laws of war are a problem which anyone
directing a war must study and solve.

The laws of revolutionary war are a problem
which anyone directing a revolutionary war must
study and solve.

The laws of Chind's revolutionary war are a prob-
lem which anyone directing China’s revolutionary
war must study and solve.

Comrade Mao Tsetung wrote this work to sum up the ex-
perience of the Second Revolutionary Civil War and used it
for his lectures at the Red Army College in northern Shensi.
Only five chapters were completed. The chapters on the
strategic offensive, political work and other problems were
left undone because he was too busy in consequence of the
Sian Incident. This work, a result of a major inner-Party con-
troversy on military questions during the Second Revolutionary
Civil War, gives expression to one line in military affairs as
against another. The enlarged meeting of the Political Bureau
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We are now engaged in a war; our war is a rev-
olutionary war; and our revolutionary war is being
waged in this semi-colonial and semi-feudal country
of China. Therefore, we must study not only the
laws of war in general, but the specific laws of rev-
olutionary war, and the even more specific laws of
revolutionary war in China.

It is well known that when you do anything,
unless you understand its actual circumstances, its
nature and its relations to other things, you will not
know the laws governing it, or know how to do it,
or be able to do it well.

War is the highest form of struggle for resolving
contradictions, when they have developed to a
certain stage, between classes, nations, states, or
political groups, and it has existed ever since the
emergence of private property and of classes. Unless
you understand the actual circumstances of war, its
nature and its relations to other things, you will not
know the laws of war, or know how to direct war,
or be able to win victory.

of the Central Committee held at Tsunyi in January 1935
settled the controversy about the military line, reaffirmed Com-
rade Mao Tsetung’s views and repudiated the erroneous line.
In October 1935 the Central Committee moved to northern
Shensi, and in December Comrade Mao Tsetung made a report
“On Tactics Against Japanese Imperialism” in which problems
concerning the political line of the Party in the Second Rev-
olutionary Civil War were systematically solved. He wrote
this work a year later, in 1936, to explain the problems of
strategy in China’s revolutionary war in a systematic way.
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Revolutionary war, whether a revolutionary class
war or a tevolutionary national war, has its own
specific circumstances and nature, in addition to the
circumstances and nature of war in general. There-
fore, besides the general laws of war, it has specific
laws of its own. Unless you understand its specific
circumstances and nature, unless you understand its
specific laws, you will not be able to direct a rev-
olutionary war and wage it successfully.

China’s revolutionary war, whether civil war or
national war, is waged in the specific environment
of China and so has its own specific circumstances
and nature distinguishing it both from war in
general and from revolutionary war in general
Therefore, besides the laws of war in general and
of revolutionary war in general, it has specific laws
of its own. Unless you understand them, you will
not be able to win in China’s revolutionary war.

Therefore, we must study the laws of war in
general, we must also study the laws of revolution-
ary war, and, finally, we must study the laws of
China’s revolutionary war.

Some people hold a wrong view, which we re-
futed long ago. They say that it is enough merely
to study the laws of war in general, or, to put it
more concretely, that it is enough merely to follow
the military manuals published by the reactionary
Chinese government or the reactionary military
academies in China. They do not see that these
manuals give merely the laws of war in general and
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