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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

In order to meet the needs of great numbers of English-reading
people abroad in studying the works of Mao Tsetung, we are
publishing an English translation of the second Chinese edition
of Selected Readings from the Works of Mao Tsetung (A) which
was edited by the Editorial Committee for Selected Readings
from the Works of Mao Tsetung and published in April 1965.

The editorial work was carried out under the guidance of
the Committee for the Publication of the Selected Works of Mao
Tsetung under the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China.

The editorial notes and most of the explanatory notes are
those of the Chinese edition, but the explanatory notes to some
articles have been rearranged in the English edition.
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ANALYSIS OF THE CLASSES
IN CHINESE SOCIETY

March 1926

Who are our enemies? Who are our friends? This is a questton
of the first importance for the revolution. The basic reason why
all previous revolutionary struggles in China achieved so little
was their failure to unite with real friends in order to attack real
enemies. A revolutionary party is the guide of the masses, and
no revolution ever succeeds when the revolutionary party leads
them astray. To ensure that we will definitely achieve success in
our revolution and will not lead the masses astray, we must pay
attention to uniting with our real friends in order to attack our
real enemies. To distinguish real friends from real enemies, we
must make a general analysis of the economic status ot the various
classes in Chinese society and of their respective attitudes towards
the revolution.

What is the condition of each of the classes in Chinese society?

The landlord class and the comprador class.! In economically
backward and semi-colonial China the landlord class and the
comprador class are wholly appendages of the international

This article was written by Comrade Mao Tsetung to combat two devia-
tions then to be found in the Party. The exponents of the first deviation,
represented by Chen Tu-hsiu, were concerned only with co-operation with the
Kuomintang and forgot about the peasants; this was Right opportunism. The
exponents of the second deviation, represented by Chang Kuo-tao, were
concerned only with the labour movement, and likewise forgot about the
peasants; this was “‘Left” opportunism. Both were aware that their own

11




19 MAO TSETUNG

bourgeoisie, depending upon imperialism for their survival and
growth. These classes represent the most backward and most
reactionary relations of production in China and hinder the
development of her productive forces. Their existence is utterly
incompatible with the aims of the Chinese revolution. The big
landlord and big comprador classes in particular always side with
imperialism and constitute an extreme counter-revolutionary
group. Their political representatives are the Etatistes? and the
right-wing of the Kuomintang.

The middle bourgeoisie. This class represents the capitalist
relations of production in China in town and country. The middle
bourgeoisie, by which is meant chiefly the national bourgeoisie,”
is inconsistent in its attitude towards the Chinese revolution: they
feel the need for revolution and favour the revolutionary move-
ment against imperialism and the warlords when they are smart-
ing under the blows of foreign capital and the oppression of the
warlords, but they become suspicious of the revolution when they
sense that, with the militant participation of the proletariat at
home and the active support of the international proletariat
abroad, the revolution is threatening the hope of their class to
attain the status of a big bourgeoisie. Politically, they stand for
the establishment of a state under the rule of a single class, the
national bourgeoisie. A self-styled true disciple of Tai Chi-tao*
wrote in the Chen Pao,® Peking, “Raise your left fist to knock
down the imperialists and your right to knock down the Com-
munists.” These words depict the dilemma and anxiety of this
class. It is against interpreting the Kuomintang’'s Principle of

strength was inadequate, but neither of them knew where to seek reinforce-
ments or where to obtain allies on a mass scale. Comrade Mao Tsetung
pointed out that the peasantry was the staunchest and numerically the largest
ally of the Chinese proletariat, and thus solved the problem of who was the
chief ally in the Chinese revolution. Motreover, he saw that the national
bourgeoisie was a vacillating class and predicted that it would disintegrate
during the upsurge of the revolution, with its right-wing going over to the
side of imperialism, This was borne out by the events of 1927.
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the People’s Livelihood according to the theory of class struggle,
and it opposes the Kuomintang’s alliance with Russia and the
admission of Communists® and left-wingers. But its attempt to
establish a state under the rule of the national bourgeoisie is quite
impracticable, because the present world situation is such that the
two major forces, revolution and counter-revolution, are locked
in final struggle. Each has hoisted a huge banner: one is the red
banner of revolution held aloft by the Third International as the
rallying point for all the oppressed classes of the world, the other
is the white banner of counter-revolution held aloft by the League
of Nations as the rallying point for all the counter-revolutionaries
of the world. The intermediate classes are bound to disintegrate
quickly, some sections turning left to join the revolution, others
turning right to join the counter-revolution; thete is no room for
them to remain “independent”. Therefore the idea cherished by
China’s middle bourgeoisie of an “independent” revolution in
which it would play the primary role is a mere illusion.

The petty bourgeoisie. Included in this category are the
owner-peasants,’ the master handicraftsmen, the lower levels of
the intellectuals — students, primary and secondary school teach-
ets, lower government functionaries, office clerks, small lawyers —
and the small traders. Both because of its size and class character,
this class deserves very close attention. The owner-peasants and
the master handicraftsmen are both engaged in small-scale pro-
duction. Although all strata of this class have the same petty-
bourgeois economic status, they fall into three different sections.
The first section consists of those who have some surplus money
or grain, that is, those who, by manual or mental labour, earn
more each year than they consume for their own support. Such
people very much want to get rich and are devout worshippers
of Marshal Chao;® while they have no illusions about amassing
great fortunes, they invariably desire to climb up into the middle
bourgeoisie. Their mouths water copiously when they see the re-
spect in which those small moneybags are held. People of this sort
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are timid, afraid of government officials, and also a little afraid
of the revolution. Since they are quite close to the middle boutr-
geoisie in economic status, they have a lot of faith in its propaganda
and are suspicious of the revolution. This section is a minority
among the petty bourgeoisie and constitutes its right-wing. The
second section consists of those who in the main are economically
self-supporting. They are quite different from the people in the
first section; they also want to get rich, but Marshal Chao never
lets them. In recent years, moreover, suffering from the oppres-
sion and exploitation of the imperialists, the warlords, the feudal
landlords and the big comprador-bourgeoisie, they have become
aware that the world is no longer what it was. They feel they
cannot earn enough to live on by just putting in as much work
as before. To make both ends meet they have to work longer
hours, get up earlier, leave off later, and be doubly careful at their
work. They become rather abusive, denouncing the foreigners as
“foreign devils”, the warlords as “robber generals” and the local
tyrants and evil gentry as “‘the heartless rich”. As for the move-
ment against the imperialists and the warlords, they merely doubt
whether it can succeed (on the ground that the foreigners and
the warlords seem so powerful), hesitate to join it and prefer to
be neutral, but they never oppose the revolution. This section is
very numerous, making up about one-half of the petty bourgeoisie.
The third section consists of those whose standard of living is
falling. Many in this section, who originally belonged to better-
off families, are undergoing a gradual change from a position of
being barely able to manage to one of living in more and more
reduced circumstances. When they come to settle their accounts
at the end of each year, they are shocked, exclaiming, “What?
Another deficit!” As such people have seen better days and are
now going downhill with every passing year, their debts mounting
and their life becoming more and more miserable, they “shudder
at the thought of the future”. They are in great mental distress
because there is such a contrast between their past and their
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present. Such people are quite important for the revolutionary
movement; they form a mass of no small proportions and are the
left-wing of the petty bourgeoisie. In normal times these three
sections of the petty bourgeoisie differ in their attitude to the
evolution. But in times of war, that is, when the tide of the
revolution runs high and the dawn of victory is in sight, not only
will the left-wing of the petty bourgeoisie join the revolution, but
the middle section too may join, and even right-wingers, swept
forward by the great revolutionary tide of the proletariat and of
the left-wing of the petty bourgeoisie, will have to go along with
‘he revolution. We can see from the experience of the May 3oth
Movement® of 1925 and the peasant movement in various places
that this conclusion is correct.

The semi-proletariat. What is here called the semi-proletariat
consists of five categories: (1) the overwhelming majority of the
semi-owner peasants,' (2) the poor peasants, (3) the small handi-
craftsmen, (4) the shop assistants,** and (5) the pedlars. The
overwhelming majority of the semi-owner peasants together with
the poor peasants constitute a very large part of the rural masses.
The peasant problem is essentially their problem. The semi-owner
peasants, the poor peasants and the small handicraftsmen are
engaged in production on a still smaller scale than the owner-
peasants and the master handicraftsmen. Although both the over-
whelming majority of the semi-owner peasants and the poor
peasants belong to the semi-proletariat, they may be further
divided into three smaller categories, upper, middle and lower,
according to their economic condition. The semi-owner peasants
are worse off than the owner-peasants because every year they
are short of about half the food they need, and have to make
up this deficit by renting land from othets, selling part of their
labour power, or engaging in petty trading. In late spring and
early summer when the crop is still in the blade and the old stock
is consumed, they borrow at exorbitant rates of interest and buy
grain at high prices; their plight is naturally harder than that of
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il

the owner-peasants who need no help from others, but they are
better off than the poor peasants. For the poor peasants own no
land, and receive only half the harvest or even less for their year’s
toil, while the semi-owner peasants, though receiving only half
or less than half the harvest of land rented from others, can keep
the entire crop from the land they own. The semi-owner peasants
are therefore more revolutionary than the owner-peasants, but
less revolutionary than the poor peasants. The poor peasants are
tenant-peasants who are exploited by the landlords. They may
again be divided into two categories according to their economic
status. One category has comparatively adequate farm implements
and some funds. Such peasants may retain half the product of
their year’s toil. To make up their deficit they cultivate side-crops,
catch fish or shrimps, raise poultry or pigs, or sell part of their
labour power, and thus eke out a living, hoping in the midst of
hardship and destitution to tide over the year. Thus their life is
harder than that of the semi-owner peasants, but they are better
off than the other category of poor peasants. They are more rev-
olutionary than the semi-owner peasants, but less revolutionary
than the other category of poor peasants. As for the latter, they
have neither adequate farm implements nor funds nor enough
manure, their crops are poor, and, with little left after paying rent,
they have even greater need to sell part of their labour power.
In hard times they piteously beg help from relatives and friends,
borrowing a few tox or sheng of grain to last them a few days,
and their debts pile up like loads on the backs of oxen. They are
the worst off among the peasants and are highly receptive to
revolutionary propaganda. The small handicraftsmen are called
semi-proletarians because, though they own some simple means
of production and moreover are self-employed, they too are often
forced to sell part of their labour power and are somewhat similar

to the poor peasants in economic status. They feel the constant

pinch of poverty and dread of unemployment, because of heavy
family burdens and the gap between their earnings and the cost
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of living; in this respect too they largely resemble the poor
peasants. The shop assistants are employees of shops and stores,
supporting their families on meagre pay and getting an increase
perthaps only once in several years while prices rise every year.
If by chance you get into intimate conversation with them, they
invariably pour out their endless grievances. Roughly the same
in status as the poor peasants and the small handicraftsmen, they
are highly receptive to revolutionary propaganda. The pedlars,
whether they carry their wares around on a pole or set up stalls
along the street, have tiny funds and very small earnings, and
do not make enough to feed and clothe themselves. Their status
is roughly the same as that of the poor peasants, and like the poor
peasants they need a revolution to change the existing state
of affairs.

The proletariat. The modern industrial proletariat numbers
about two million. It is not large because China is economically
backward. These two million industrial workers are mainly em-
ployed in five industries — railways, mining, maritime transport,
textiles and shipbuilding — and a great number are enslaved in
enterprises owned by foreign capitalists. Though not very numert-
ous, the industrial proletariat represents China’s new productive
forces, is the most progressive class in modern China and has
become the leading force in the revolutionary movement. We can
see the important position of the industrial proletariat in the
Chinese revolution from the strength it has displayed in the strikes
of the last four years, such as the seamen’s strikes,!? the railway
strike,3 the strikes in the Kailan and Tsiaotso coal mines,1* the
Shameen strike!® and the general strikes in Shanghai and Hong-
kong!® after the May 3oth Incident. The first reason why the
industrial workers hold this position is their concentration. No
other section of the people is so concentrated. The second reason
is their low economic status. They have been deprived of all means
of production, have nothing left but their hands, have no hope
of ever becdming rich and, moreover, are subjected to the most
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ruthless treatment by the imperialists, the warlords and the
bourgeoisie. That is why they are particularly good fighters. The
coolies in the cities are also a force meriting attention. They are
mostly dockers and rickshawmen, and among them, too, are
sewage carters and street cleaners. Possessing nothing but their
hands, they are similar in economic status to the industrial workers
but are less concentrated and play a less important role in produc-
tion. There is as yet little modern capitalist farming in China. By
rural proletariat we mean farm labourers hired by the year, the
month or the day. Having neither land, farm implements nor
funds, they can live only by selling their labour power. Of all
the workers they work the longest houts, for the lowest wages,
under the worst conditions, and with the least security of employ-
ment. They are the most hard-pressed people in the villages, and
their position in the peasant movement is as important as that
of the poor peasants.

Apart from all these, there is the fairly large lumpen-prole-
tariat, made up of peasants who have lost their land and handi-
craftsmen who cannot get work. They lead the most precarious
existence of all. In every part of the country they have their
secret societies, which were originally their mutual-aid organiza-
tions for political and economic struggle, for instance, the Triad
Society in Fukien and Kwangtung, the Society of Brothers in
Hunan, Hupeh, Kweichow and Szechuan, the Big Sword Society
in Anhwei, Honan and Shantung, the Rational Life Society in
Chihli!? and the three northeastern provinces, and the Green
Band in Shanghai and elsewhere.’® One of China’s difficult
problems is how to handle these people. Brave fighters but apt
to be destructive, they can become a revolutionary force if given
proper guidance.

To sum up, it can be seen that our enemies are all those in
league with imperialism —the warlords, the bureaucrats, the
comprador class, the big landlord class and the reactionary section
of the intelligentsia attached to them. The leading force in our
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revolution is the industrial proletariat. Qur closest friends are the
entire semi-proletariat and petty bourgeoisie. As for the vacillating
middle bourgeoisie, their right-wing may become out enemy and
their left~wing may become our friend — but we must be con-
stantly on our gnard and not let them create confusion within
our ranks.

NOTES

1 After the imperialist invasion of China, some Chinese were employed by
foreign capitalists as their agents for carrying out economic aggression and
were known as compradors. The comprador class was that section of the
bourgeoisie which directly served the capitalists of the imperialist countties
and was nurtured by them. Countless ties linked it closely with the domestic
feudal forces.

2The Etatistes were a handful of shameless fascist politicians who at
that time formed the Chinese Etatiste Youth League, later renamed the Chi-
nese Youth Party. They made counter-revolutionary careers for themselves by
opposing the Communist Party and the Soviet Union and received subsidies
from the various groups of reactionaries in power and from the imperialists.

3 For further discussion of the role of the national bourgeoisie, see “The
Chinese Revolution and the Chinese Communist Party”, Chapter II, Section 4,
Selected Works of Mao Tsetung, Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
1967, Vol. II, pp. 320-21.

4 Tai Chi-tao joined the Kuomintang in his youth and for a time was
Chiang Kai-shek’s partner in stock exchange speculation. After Sun Yat-sen’s
death in 1925 he carried on anti-Communist agitation and prepared the ground
ideologically for Chiang Kai-shek’s counter-revolutionary coup d'état in 1927.
For years he was a faithful running dog to Chiang Kai-shek in the counter-
revolution. He committed suicide in February 1949, driven to despair by the
imminent doom of Chiang Kai-shek’s regime.

5The Chen Pao was the organ of the Association for the Study of
Constitutional Government, a political group which supported the rule of the
Northern warlords.

6 In 1923 Sun Yat-sen, with the help of the Chinese Communists, decided
to reorganize the Kuomintang, bring about Kuomintang-Communist co-opera-
tion and admit members of the Communist Party into the Kuomintang. In
January 1924, he convened in Canton the Kuomintang’s First National Con-

-
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gress at which he laid down the Three Great Policies — alliance with Russia,
co-operation with the Communist Party and assistance to the peasants and
workers. Mao Tsetung, Li Ta-chao, Lin Po-chu, Chu Chiu-pai and other
comrades attended the Congress and played an important part in helping the
Kuomintang to take the road of revolution. Some of these comrades were
elected members, and others alternate members, of the Central Executive
Committee of the Kuomintang.

7By owner-peasants Comrade Mao Tsetung means the middle peasants.
8 Marshal Chao is Chao Kung-ming, God of Wealth in Chinese folklore.

9The May 3oth Movement was the nation-wide anti-imperialist move-
ment in protest against the massacre of the Chinese people by the British
police in Shanghai on May 30, 1925. Earlier that month, major strikes had
broken out in Japanese-owned textile mills in Tsingtao and Shanghai, which
the Japanese imperialists and the Northern warlords who were their running
dogs proceeded to suppress. On May 15 the Japanese textile mill-owners in
Shanghai shot and killed the worker Ku Cheng-hung and wounded a dozen
others. On May 28 eight wotkers were slaughtered by the reactionary govern-
ment in Tsingtao. On May 30 more than two thousand students in Shanghai
agitated in the foreign concessions in support of the workers and for the
recovery of the foreign concessions. They rallied more than ten thousand
people before the British police headquarters, shouting such slogans as “Down
with imperialism!” and “People of China, unite!” The British imperialist
police opened fire, killing and wounding many students. This became known
as the May 3oth Massacre. It immediately aroused country-wide indignation,
and demonstrations and strikes of workers, students and shopkeepers were
held everywhere, forming a tremendous anti-imperialist movement.

10 By ‘“‘the overwhelming majority of the semi-owner peasants”, Comrade
Mao Tsetung is here referring to the impoverished peasants who worked
partly on their own land and partly on land rented from others.

11 There were several strata of shop assistants in old China. Here Com-
rade Mao Tsetung is referring to the largest, There was also the lower stratum
of shop assistants who led the life of proletarians.

12 The seamen’s strikes were staged by the seamen at Hongkong and by
the crews of the Yangtse River steamers early in 1922, The Hongkong seamen
held out for eight weeks. After a bitter and bloody struggle, the British
imperialist authorities in Hongkong were finally forced to raise wages, lift
the ban on the Seamen’s Union, release the arrested workers and indemnify
the families of the martyrs. The ctews of the Yangtse steamers went on

strike soon afterwards, carried on the struggle for two weeks and also won
victory. |

13 Immediately after its founding in 1921, the Chinese Communist Party
set about organizing the railway wotkers. In 1922-23 strikes took place under
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the Party’s leadership on all the trunk lines. The best known was the general
strike on the Peking-Hankow Railway which began on February 4, 1923. It was
a fight for the freedom to organize a general trade union. On February 7 the
Northern warlords Wu Pei-fu and Hsiao Yao-nan, who were backed by
British imperialism, butchered the strikers. This became known as the February
7th Massacre.

14 The Kailan Coal Mines was an inclusive name for the large contiguous
Kaiping and Luanchow coalfields in Hopei Province, then employing over
fifty thousand workers. During the Yi Ho Tuan Movement of 1900 the British
imperialists seized the Kaiping mines. Subsequently the Chinese organized the
Tuanchow Coal Mining Company, which was later incorporated into the
Kailan Mining Administration. Both coalfields thus came under the exclusive
control of British imperialism. The Kailan strike took place in Octobet-
November 1922. The Tsiaotso Coal Mines, situated in northern Honan Province,
were then also controlled by the British imperialists. The Tsiaotso strike
broke out in July 1925 in response to the May joth Movement and lasted over
seven months.

15 Shameen, a section of the city of Canton, was then a concession oc-
cupied by British imperialism. In July 1924 the British imperialists who ruled
it issued a new police regulation requiring all Chinese to produce passes with
photos on leaving or entering the concession. But foreigners were exempt.
On July 15 the workers in Shameen went on strike to protest against this
preposterous measure, which the British imperialists were finally forced
to cancel.

16 Following the May joth Incident in Shanghai, general strikes broke out
on June 1, 1925 in Shanghai and on June 19 in Hongkong. More than 200,000
workers took part in Shanghai and 250,000 in Hongkong. The big Hongkong
strike, with the support of the people throughout the country, lasted sixteen
months. It was the longest strike in the history of the world labour movement.

17 Chihli was the old name for Hopei Province.

18 The Triad Society, the Society of Brothers, the Big Sword Society, the
Rational Life Society and the Green Band were primitive secret organizations
among the people. The members were mainly bankrupt peasants, unemployed
handicraftsmen and other lumpen-proletarians. In feudal China these elements
were often drawn together by some religion or superstition to form organiza-
tions of a patriarchal pattern and bearing different names, and some possessed
arms. Through these organizations the lumpen-proletarians sought to help each
other socially and economically, and sometimes fought the bureaucrats and
landlords who oppressed them. Of course, such backward organizations could
not provide a way out for the peasants and handicraftsmen. Furthermore,
they could easily be controlled and utilized by the landlords and local tyrants
and, because of this and of their blind destructiveness, some turned into
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reactionary forces. In his counter-revolutionary coup d’état of 1927, Chiang
Kai-shek made use of them to disrupt the unity of the labouring people and
destroy the revolution. As the modern industrial proletariat arose and grew
from strength to strength, the peasants, under the leadership of the working
class, gradually formed themselves into organizations of an entirely new type,
and these primitive, backward societies lost their raison d’étre.

REPORT ON AN INVESTIGATION OF THE
PEASANT MOVEMENT IN HUNAN!

March 1927

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PEASANT PROBLEM

During my recent visit to Hunan? I made a first-hand in-
vestigation of conditions in the five counties of Hsiangtan,
Hsianghsiang, Hengshan, Liling and Changsha. In the thirty-two
days from January 4 to February 5, I called together fact-finding
conferences in villages and county towns, which were attended
by experienced peasants and by comrades working in the peasant
movement, and I listened attentively to their reports and collected
a great deal of material. Many of the hows and whys of the
peasant movement were the exact opposite of what the gentry
in Hankow and Changsha are saying. I saw and heard of many
strange things of which I had hitherto been unaware. I believe the
same is true of many other places, too. All talk directed against
the peasant movement must be speedily set right. All the wrong
measures taken by the revolutionary authorities concerning the

This article was written as a reply to the carping criticisms both inside
and outside the Party then being levelled at the peasants’ revolutionary
sttuggle. Comrade Mao Tsetung spent thirty-two days in Hunan Proviace
making an ianvestigation and wrote this report in order to answer these
criticisms. The Right opportunists in the Party, headed by Chen Tu-hsiu,
would not accept his views and stuck to their own wrong ideas. Their chief
error was that, frightened by the reactionary trend in the Kuomintang, they
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peasant movement must be speedily changed. Only thus can the
future of the revolution be benefited. For the present upsurge of
the peasant movement is a colossal event. In a very short time, in
China’s central, southern and northern provinces, several hundred
million peasants will rise like a mighty storm, like a hurricane, a
force so swift and violent that no power, however great, will be
able to hold it back. They will smash all the trammels that bind
them and rush forward along the road to liberation. They will
sweep all the imperialists, warlords, corrupt officials, local tyrants
and evil gentry into their graves. Every revolutionary party and
every revolutionary comrade will be put to the test, to be accepted
or rejected as they decide. There are three alternatives. To march
at their head and lead them? To trail behind them, gesticulating
and criticizing? Or to stand in their way and oppose them? Every
Chinese is free to choose, but events will force you to make the
choice quickly.

GET ORGANIZED!

The development of the peasant movement in Hunan may be
divided roughly into two periods with respect to the counties in
the province’s central and southern parts where the movement
has already made much headway. The first, from January to
September of last year, was one of organization. In this period,
January to June was a time of underground activity, and July

dared not support the great revolutionary struggles of the peasants which had
erupted or were erupting. To appease the Kuomintang, they preferred to
desert the peasantry, the chief ally in the revolution, and thus left the working
class and the Communist Party isolated and without help. It was mainly
because it was able to exploit this weakness within the Communist Party that
the Kuomintang dared to betray the tevolution, launch its “party purge” and
make war on the people in the summer of 1927.
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to September, when the revolutionary army was driving out Chao
Heng-ti,® one of open activity. During this period, the membership
of the peasant associations did not exceed 300,000-400,000, the
masses directly under their leadership numbered little more than
a million, there was as yet hardly any struggle in the rural areas,
and consequently there was very little criticism of the associations
in other circles. Since their members served as guides, scouts and
carriers of the Northern Expeditionary Army, even some of the
officers had a good word to say for the peasant associations. The
second period, from last October to January of this year, was one
of revolutionary action. The membership of the associations
jumped to two million and the masses directly under their leader-
ship increased to ten million. Since the peasants generally enter
only one name for the whole family on joining a peasant associa-
tion, a membership of two million means a mass following of
about ten million. Almost half the peasants in Hunan are now
organized. In counties like Hsiangtan, Hsianghsiang, Liuyang,
Changsha, Liling, Ninghsiang, Pingkiang, Hsiangyin, Hengshan,
Hengyang, Leiyang, Chenhsien and Anhua, nearly all the peasants
have combined in the peasant associations or have come under
their leadership. It was on the strength of their extensive organiza-
tion that the peasants went into action and within four months
brought about a great revolution in the countryside, a revolution
without parallel in history.

DOWN WITH THE LOCAL TYRANTS AND EVIL
GENTRY! ALL POWER TO THE PEASANT
ASSOCIATIONS!

The main targets of attack by the peasants are the local
tyrants, the evil gentry and the lawless landlords, but in passing
they also hit out against patriarchal ideas and institutions, against
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the corrupt officials in the cities and against bad practices and
customs in the rural areas. In force and momentum the attack is
tempestuous; those who bow before it survive and those who
resist perish. As a result, the privileges which the feudal landlords
enjoyed for thousands of years are being shattered to pieces.
Every bit of the dignity and prestige built up by the landlords is
being swept into the dust. With the collapse of the power of the
landlords, the peasant associations have now become the sole
organs of authority and the popular slogan “All power to the
peasant associations’ has become a reality. Even trifles such as
a quarrel between husband and wife are brought to the peasant
association. Nothing can be settled unless someone from the
peasant association is present. The association actually dictates
all rural affairs, and, quite literally, “whatever it says, goes”. Those
who are outside the associations can only speak well of them and
cannot say anything against them. The local tyrants, evil gentry
and lawless landlords have been deprived of all right to speak,
and none of them dares even mutter dissent. In the face of the
peasant associations’ power and pressure, the top local tyrants and
evil gentry have fled to Shanghai, those of the second rank to
Hankow, those of the third to Changsha and those of the fourth
to the county towns, while the fifth rank and the still lesser fry
surrender to the peasant associations in the villages.

“Here’s ten yuan. Please let me join the peasant association,”
one of the smaller of the evil gentry will say.

“Ugh! Who wants your filthy money?” the peasants reply.

Many middle and small landlords and rich peasants and even
some middle peasants, who were all formerly opposed to the
peasant associations, are now vainly seeking admission. Visiting
various places, I often came across such people who pleaded with
me, “Mr. Committeeman from the provincial capital, please be
my sponsor!”

In the Ching Dynasty, the household census compiled by the
local authorities consisted of a regular register and “‘the othet”
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register, the former for honest people and the latter for burglars,
bandits and similar undesirables. In some places the peasants now
use this method to scare those who formerly opposed the associa-
tions. They say, “Put their names down in the other register!”

~ Afraid of being entered in the other register, such people try
various devices to gain admission into the peasant associations,
on which their minds are so set that they do not feel safe until
their names are entered. But more often than not they are turned
down flat, and so they are always on tenterhooks; with the doors
of the association barred to them, they are like tramps without a
home or, in rural parlance, “mere trash”. In short, what was
looked down upon four months ago as a “‘gang of peasants” has
now become a most honourable institution. Those who formerly
prostrated themselves before the power of the gentry now bow
before the power of the peasants. No matter what their identity,
all admit that the world since last October is a different one.

“I'T°S TERRIBLE!” OR “IT’S FINE!”

The peasants’ revolt disturbed the gentry’s sweet dreams.
When the news from the countryside reached the cities, it caused
immediate uproar among the gentry. Soon after my arrival in
Changsha, I met all sorts of people and picked up a good deal of
gossip. From the middle social strata upwards to the Kuomintang
right-wingers, there was not a single person who did not sum up
the whole business in the phrase, “It’s terrible!” Under the im-
pact of the views of the “It’s terrible!” school then flooding the
city, even quite revolutionary-minded people became down-
hearted as they pictured the events in the countryside in their
mind’s eye; and they were unable to deny the word “terrible”.
Even quite progressive people said, “Though terrible, it is inevi-
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table in a revolution.” In short, nobody could altogether deny the
word “terrible”. But, as already mentioned, the fact is that the
great peasant masses have risen to fulfil their historic mission and
that the forces of rural democracy have risen to overthrow the
forces of rural feudalism. The patriarchal-feudal class of local
tyrants, evil gentry and lawless landlords has formed the basis of
autocratic government for thousands of years and is the cornet-
stone of imperialism, warlordism and corrupt officialdom. To
overthrow these feudal forces is the real objective of the national
revolution. In a few months the peasants have accomplished what
Dr. Sun Yat-sen wanted, but failed, to accomplish in the forty
years he devoted to the national revolution. This is a marvellous
feat never before achieved, not just in forty, but in thousands of
years. It’s fine. It is not “terrible” at all. It is anything but “terri-
ble”. “It’s terrible!” is obviously a theory for combating the rise
of the peasants in the interests of the landlords; it is obviously a
theory of the landlord class for preserving the old order of feu-
dalism and obstructing the establishment of the new order of
democracy, it is obviously a counter-revolutionary theory. No
revolutionary comrade should echo this nonsense. If your revolu-
tionary viewpoint is firmly established and if you have been to
the villages and looked around, you will undoubtedly feel thrilled
as never before. Countless thousands of the enslaved — the peas-
ants — are striking down the enemies who battened on their flesh.
What the peasants are doing is absolutely right; what they are
doing is fine! “It’s fine!” is the theory of the peasants and of all
other revolutionaries. Every revolutionary comrade should know
that the national revolution requires a great change in the country-
side. The Revolution of 1911* did not bring about this change,
hence its failure. This change is now taking place, and it is an
important factor for the completion of the revolution. Every
revolutionary comrade must support it, or he will be taking the
stand of counter-revolution.
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THE QUESTION OF “GOING TOO FAR”

Then there is another section of people who say, “Yes, peasant
associations are necessary, but they are going rather too far.” This
is the opinion of the middle-of-the-roaders. But what is the actual
situation? True, the peasants are in a sense “unruly” in the country-
side. Supreme in authority, the peasant association allows the
landlord no say and sweeps away his prestige. This amounts to
striking the landlord down to the dust and keeping him there.
The peasants threaten, “We will put you in the other register!”
They fine the local tyrants and evil gentry, they demand contribu-
tions from them, and they smash their sedan-chairs. People swarm
into the houses of local tyrants and evil gentry who are against the
peasant association, slaughter their pigs and consume their grain.
They even loll for a minute or two on the ivory-inlaid beds
belonging to the young ladies in the households of the local tyrants
and evil gentry. At the slightest provocation they make arrests,
crown the arrested with tall paper-hats, and parade them through
the villages, saying, “You dirty landlords, now you know who
we are!” Doing whatever they like and turning everything upside
down, they have created a kind of terror in the countryside. This
is what some people call “going too far”, or “exceeding the proper
limits in righting a wrong”, or “‘really too much”. Such talk may
seem plausible, but in fact it is wrong. First, the local tyrants, evil
gentry and lawless landlords have themselves driven the peasants
to this. For ages they have used their power to tyrannize over
the peasants and trample them undetfoot; that is why the peasants
have reacted so strongly. The most violent revolts and the most
serious disorders have invariably occurred in places where the
local tyrants, evil gentry and lawless landlords perpetrated the
worst outrages. The peasants are clear-sighted. Who is bad and
who is not, who is the worst and who is not quite so vicious, who
deserves severe punishment and who deserves to be let off lightly
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— the peasants keep clear accounts, and very seldom has the

punishment exceeded the crime. Secondly, a revolution is not a
dinner party, or writing an essay, or painting a picture, or doing
embroidery; it cannot be so refined, so leisurely and gentle,
so temperate, kind, courteous, restrained and magnanimous.® A
revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one class
overthrows another. A rural revolution is a revolution by which
the peasantry overthrows the power of the feudal landlord class.
Without using the greatest force, the peasants cannot possibly
overthrow the deep-rooted authority of the landlords which has
lasted for thousands of years. The rural areas need a mighty
revolutionary upsurge, for it alone can rouse the people in their
millions to become a powerful force. All the actions mentioned
here which have been labelled as “‘going too far” flow from the
power of the peasants, which has been called forth by the mighty
revolutionary upsurge in the countryside. It was highly necessary
for such things to be done in the second period of the peasant
movement, the period of revolutionary action. In this period it
was necessary to establish the absolute authority of the peasants.
It was necessary to forbid malicious criticism of the peasant as-
sociations. It was necessary to overthrow the whole authority of
the gentry, to strike them to the ground and keep them there.
There is revolutionary significance in all the actions which were
labelled as “going too far” in this period. To put it bluntly, it is
necessary to create terror for a while in every rural area, or
otherwise it would be impossible to suppress the activities of the
counter-revolutionaries in the countryside or overthrow the
authority of the gentry. Proper limits have to be exceeded in order
to right a wrong, or else the wrong cannot be righted.® Those who
talk about the peasants “going too far” seem at first sight to be
different from those who say “It’s terrible!” as mentioned earlier,
but in essence they proceed from the same standpoint and likewise
voice a landlord theory that upholds the interests of the privileged
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classes. Since this theory impedes the rise of the peasant move-

ment and so disrupts the revolution, we must firmly oppose it.

THE “MOVEMENT OF THE RIFFRAFF”

The right-wing of the Kuomintang says, ‘““The peasant move-
ment is a movement of the riffraff, of the lazy peasants.” This
view is current in Changsha. When I was in the countryside, I
heard the gentry say, “It is all right to set up peasant associations,
but the people now running them are no good. They ought to be
replaced!” This opinion comes to the same thing as what the
right-wingers are saying; according to both it is all right to have
a peasant movement (the movement is already in being and no
one dare say otherwise), but they say that the people running it
are no good and they particularly hate those in charge of the
associations at the lower levels, calling them “riffraff”. In short,
all those whom the gentry had despised, those whom they had
trodden into the dirt, people with no place in society, people
with no right to speak, have now audaciously lifted up their heads.
They have not only lifted up their heads but taken power into
their hands. They are now running the township peasant associa-
tions (at the lowest level), which they have turned into something
fierce and formidable. They have raised their rough, work-soiled
hands and laid them on the gentry. They tether the evil gentry
with ropes, crown them with tall paper-hats and parade them
through the villages. (In Hsiangtan and Hsianghsiang they call
this “parading through the township’” and in Liling “parading
through the fields”.) Not a day passes but they drum some harsh,
pitiless words of denunciation into these gentry’s ears. They are
issuing orders and are running everything. Those who used to
rank lowest now rank above everybody else; and so this is called
“turning things upside down”.
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VANGUARDS OF THE REVOLUTION

Where there are two opposite approaches to things and people,
two opposite views emerge. “It’s terrible!” and “It’s finel”,
“riffraft” and “vanguards of the revolution” — here are apt
examples.

We said above that the peasants have accomplished a rev-
olutionary task which had been left unaccomplished for many
years and have done an important job for the national revolution.
But has this great revolutionary task, this important revolutionary
work, been performed by all the peasants? No. There are three
kinds of peasants, the rich, the middle and the poor peasants.
The three live in different circumstances and so have different
views about the revolution. In the first period, what appealed to
the rich peasants was the talk about the Notrthern Expeditionary
Army’s sustaining a crushing defeat in Kiangsi, about Chiang Kai-
shek’s being wounded in the leg’ and flying back to Kwangtung,®
and about Wu Pei-fu’s® recapturing Yuehchow. The peasant
associations would certainly not last and the Three People’s
Principlesi® could never prevail, because they had never been
heard of before. Thus an official of the township peasant associa-
tion (generally one of the “riffraff” type) would walk into the
house of a rich peasant, register in hand, and say, “Will you
please join the peasant association?” How would the rich peasant
answer? A tolerably well-behaved one would say, “Peasant as-
sociation? I have lived here for decades, tilling my land. I never
heard of such a thing before, yet I've managed to live all right.
I advise you to give it up!” A really vicious rich peasant would
say, ‘“‘Peasant association] Nonsense! Association for getting your
head chopped off| Don’t get people into trouble!” Yet, surprisingly
enough, the peasant associations have now been established
several months, and have even dared to stand up to the gentry.
The gentry of the neighbourhood who refused to surrender their

INVESTIGATION OF PEASANT MOVEMENT IN HUNAN 33

opium pipes were arrested by the associations and paraded
through the villages. In the county towns, moreover, some big
landlords were put to death, like Yen Jung-chiu of Hsiangtan and
Yang Chih-tse of Ninghsiang. On the anniversary of the October
Revolution, at the time of the anti-British rally and of the great
celebrations of the victory of the Northern Expedition, tens of
thousands of peasants in every township, holding high their
banners, big and small, along with their carrying-poles and hoes,
demonstrated in massive, streaming columns. It was only then that
the rich peasants began to get perplexed and alarmed. During the
great victory celebrations of the Northern Expedition, they learned
that Kiukiang had been taken, that Chiang Kai-shek had not
been wounded in the leg and that Wu Pei-fu had been defeated
after all. What is more, they saw such slogans as ‘“Long live the
Three People’s Principles!” “Long live the peasant associations!”
and “Long live the peasants!” cleatly written on the “red and
green proclamations”. “What?” wondered the rich peasants,
greatly perplexed and alarmed, * ‘Long live the peasants!” Are
these people now to be regarded as emperorst!?” So the peasant
associations are putting on grand airs. People from the associations
say to the rich peasants, “We'll enter you in the other register,”
or, “In another month, the admission fee will be ten yuan a
head!” Only under the impact of all this are the rich peasants
tardily joining the associations,!* some paying fifty cents or a
yuan for admission (the regular fee being a mere ten coppers),
some securing admission only after asking other people to put in
a good word for them. But there are quite a number of die-hards
who have not joined to this day. When the rich peasants join the
associations, they generally enter the name of some sixty or seventy
year-old member of the family, for they are in constant dread of
“conscription”. After joining, the rich peasants are not keen on
doing any work for the associations. They remain inactive
throughout.
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How about the middle peasants? Theirs is a vacillating
attitude. They think that the revolution will not bring them much
good. They have rice cooking in their pots and no creditors
knocking on their doors at midnight. They, too, judging a thing
by whether it ever existed before, knit their brows and think to
themselves, ““Can the peasant association really last?” “Can the
Three People’s Principles prevail?” Their conclusion is, ‘“‘Afraid
not!” They imagine it all depends on the will of Heaven and
think, “A peasant association? Who knows if Heaven wills it or
not?” In the first period, people from the association would call
on a middle peasant, register in hand, and say, “Will you please
join the peasant association?” The middle peasant would reply,
“There’s no hurry!” It was not until the second period, when the
peasant associations were already exercising great power, that the
middle peasants came in. They show up better in the associations
than the rich peasants but are not as yet very enthusiastic; they still
want to wait and see. It is essential for the peasant associations to
get the middle peasants to join and to do a good deal more
explanatory work among them. |

The poor peasants have always been the main force in the
bitter fight in the countryside. They have fought militantly through
the two periods of underground work and of open activity. They
are the most responsive to Communist Party leadership. They are
deadly enemies of the camp of the local tyrants and evil gentry
and attack it without the slightest hesitation. “We joined the
peasant association long ago,” they say to the rich peasants, “why
are you still hesitating?” The rich peasants answer mockingly,
“What is there to keep you from joining? You people have neither
a tile over your heads nor a speck of land under your feet!” It is
true the poor peasants are not afraid of losing anything. Many of
them really have “neither a tile over their heads nor a speck of
land under their feet”. What, indeed, is there to keep them from
joining the associations? According to the survey of Changsha
County, the poor peasants comprise 70 per cent, the middle peas-
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ants 20 per cent, and the landlords and the rich peasants 10 per
cent of the population in the rural areas. The 70 per cent, the
poor peasants, may be sub-divided into two categories, the utterly
destitute and the less destitute. The utterly destitute,!® comprising
20 per cent, are the completely dispossessed, that is, people who
have neither land nor money, are without any means of livelihood,
and are forced to leave home and become mercenaries or hired
labourers or wandering beggars. The less destitute,!* the other 50
per cent, are the partially dispossessed, that is, people with just
a little land or a little money who eat up more than they earn and
live in toil and distress the year round, such as the handicraftsmen,
the tenant-peasants (not including the rich tenant-peasants) and
the semi-owner peasants. This great mass of poor peasants, or
altogether 70 per cent of the rural population, are the backbone
of the peasant associations, the vanguard in the overthrow of the
feudal forces and the heroes who have performed the great rev-
olutionary task which for long years was left undone. Without the
poor peasant class (the “riffraff”, as the gentry call them), it would
have been impossible to bring about the present revolutionary
situation in the countryside, or to overthrow the local tyrants and
evil gentry and complete the democratic revolution. The poor
peasants, being the most revolutionary group, have gained the
leadership of the peasant associations. In both the first and second
periods almost all the chairmen and committee members in the
peasant associations at the lowest level were poor peasants (of
the officials in the township associations in Hengshan County the
utterly destitute comprise 50 per cent, the less destitute 40 per
cent, and poverty-stricken intellectuals 10 per cent). Leadership
by the poor peasants is absolutely necessary. Without the poor
peasants there would be no revolution. To deny their role is to
deny the revolution. To attack them is to attack the revolution.
They have never been wrong on the general direction of the rev-
olution. They have discredited the local tyrants and evil gentry.
They have beaten down the local tyrants and evil gentry, big and
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small, and kept them underfoot. Many of their deeds in the period
of revolutionary action, which were labelled as “going too far”,
~ were in fact the very things the revolution required. Some county
governments, county headquarters of the Kuomintang and county
peasant associations in Hunan have already made a number of
mistakes; some have even sent soldiers to arrest officials of the
lower-level associations at the landlords’ request. A good many
chairmen and committee members of township associations in
Hengshan and Hsianghsiang Counties have been thrown in jail.
This mistake is very serious and feeds the arrogance of the reac-
tionaries. To judge whether or not it is a mistake, you have only
to see how joyful the lawless landlords become and how reac-
tionary sentiments grow, wherever the chairmen or committee
members of local peasant associations are arrested. We must
combat the counter-revolutionary talk of a “movement of riffraft”
and a “movement of lazy peasants” and must be especially careful
not to commit the error of helping the local tyrants and evil gentry
in their attacks on the poor peasant class. Though a few of the
poor peasant leaders undoubtedly did have shortcomings, most
of them have changed by now. They themselves are energetically
prohibiting gambling and suppressing banditry. Where the peasant
association is powerful, gambling has stopped altogether and
banditry has vanished. In some places it is literally true that
people do not take any articles left by the wayside and that doors
are not bolted at night. According to the Hengshan survey, 85
per cent of the poor peasant leaders have made great progress
and have proved themselves capable and hard-working. Only 15
per cent retain some bad habits. The most one can call these is
“an unhealthy minority”, and we must not echo the local tyrants
and evil gentry in undiscriminatingly condemning them as
“riffraff”’. This problem of the “unhealthy minority” can be
tackled only under the peasant associations’ own slogan of
“strengthen discipline”, by carrying on propaganda among the
masses, by educating the “unhealthy minority”, and by tightening
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the associations’ discipline; in no circumstances should soldiers
be arbitrarily sent to make such arrests as would damage the
prestige of the poor peasants and feed the arrogance of the local
tyrants and evil gentry. This point requires particular attention.

NOTES

1 The “Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan”
consists of eight parts. This volume carries the first seven parts, omitting Part
Eight, entitled “Fourteen Great Achievements”. The full text of which is
included in the Selected Works of Mao Tsetung, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1967,
Vol. I, pp. 23-59.

2 Hunan Province was then the centre of the peasant movement in China.

3 Chao Heng-ti, the ruler of Hunan at the time, was the agent of the
Northern warlotds. He was overthrown by the Northern Expeditionary Army
in 1926.

4 The Revolution of 1911 was the bourgeois revolution which overthrew the
autocratic regime of the Ching Dynasty. On October 10 of that year, a section
of the Ching Dynasty’s New Army who were under revolutionary influence
staged an uprising in Wuchang, Hupeh Province. The existing bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois revolutionary societies and the broad masses of the workers,
peasants and soldiers responded enthusiastically, and very soon the rule of the
Ching Dynasty crumbled. In January 1912, the Provisional Government of the
Republic of China was set up in Nanking, with Sun Yat-sen as the Provisional
President. Thus China’s feudal monarchic system which had lasted for more
than two thousand years was brought to an end. The idea of a democratic
republic had entered deep in the hearts of the people. But the bourgeoisie
which led the revolution was strongly conciliationist in nature, It did not
mobilize the peasant masses on an extensive scale to crush the feudal rule of
the landlord class in the countryside, but instead handed state power over to
the Northern warlord Yuan Shih-kai under imperialist and feudal pressure. As
a result, the revolution ended in defeat.

 These were the virtues of Confucius, as described by one of his disciples.

6 The old Chinese phrase, “exceeding the proper limits in righting a
wrong”’, was often quoted for the purpose of restricting people’s activities;
reforms that remained within the framework of the established order were to
be permitted, but activities aiming at the complete destruction of the old order
were to be forbidden. Actions within this framework were regarded as “proper”,
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but those that aimed at completely destroying the old order were described as
“exceeding the proper limits”. It is a convenient doctrine for reformists and
opportunists in the revolutionary ranks. Comrade Mao Tsetung refuted this
kind of reformist doctrine. His remark in the text that “Proper limits have to
be exceeded in order to right a wrong, or else the wrong cannot be righted”
meant that the mass revolutionary method, and not the revisionist-reformist
method, had to be taken to end the old feudal order.

7 Chiang Kai-shek had not yet been fully exposed as a counter-revolutionary
in the winter of 1926 and the spring of 1927 when the Northern Expeditionary
Army was marching into the Yangtse valley, and the peasant masses still
thought that he was for the revolution. The landlotds and tich peasants disliked
him and spread the rumour that the Northern Expeditionary Army had suffered
defeats and that he had been wounded in the leg. Chiang Kai-shek came to be
fully revealed as a counter-revolutionary on April 12, 1927, when he staged his
counter-revolutionary coup d’état in Shanghai and elsewhere, massacring the
workers, suppressing the peasants and attacking the Communist Party. The
landlords and rich peasants then changed their attitude and began to support
him.

8 Kwangtung was the first revolutionary base in the period of the First
Revolutionary Civil War (1924-27).

9 Wu Pei-fu was one of the best-known of the Northern warlords. Together
with Tsao Kun, who was notorious for his rigging of the presidential election
in 1923 by bribing members of parliament, he belonged to the Chihli (Hopei)
clique. He supported Tsao as the leader and the two were generally referred
to as *Tsao-Wu”. In 1920 after defeating Tuan Chi-jui, warlord of the Anhwei
clique, Wu Pei-fu gained control of the Northern warlord government in Peking
as an agent of the Anglo-American imperialists; it was he who gave the orders
for the massacre, on February 7, 1923, of the workers on strike along the
Peking-Hankow Railway. In 1924 he was defeated in the war with Chang
Tso-lin (commonly known as the ‘“war between the Chihli and Fengtien
cliques”), and he was thereupon ousted from the Peking regime. In 1926 he
joined forces with Chang Tso-lin at the instigation of the Japanese and British
imperialists, and thus returned to power. When the Northern Expeditionary
Army drove northward from Kwangtung in 1926, he was the first foe to be
overthrown.

10 The Three People’s Principles were the principles and the programme
put forward by Sun Yat-sen on the questions of nationalism, democracy and
people’s livelihood in China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution. In the manifesto
adopted by the Kuomintang at its First National Congress in 1924 Sun Yat-sen
restated the Three People’s Principles. Nationalism was interpreted as opposi-
tion to imperialism and active support was expressed for the movements of
the workers and peasants. Thus the old Three People’s Principles were trans-
formed into the new Three People’s Principles characterized by the Three
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Great Policies, that is, alliance with Russia, co-opetation with the Communist
Party, and assistance to the peasants and workers. The new Three People’s
Principles provided the political basis for the co-operation between the Com-
munist Party of China and the Kuomintang during the First Revolutionary
Civil War period.

11 The Chinese term for “long live” is wansui, literally “ten thousand
years”, and was the traditional salute to the emperor; it had become a synonym
for “emperor’’.

12 Rich peasants should not have been allowed to join the peasant associa-
tions, a point which the peasant masses did not yet understand in 1927.

13 Here the “‘utterly destitute” means the farm labourers (the rural pro-
letariat) and the rural lumpen-proletariat.

14 The *“less destitute” means the rural semi-proletariat.




OPPOSE BOOK WORSHIP

May 1930

I. NO INVESTIGATION, NO RIGHT TO SPEAK

Unless you have investigated a problem, you will be deprived
of the right to speak on it. Isn’t that too harsh? Not in the least.
When you have not probed into a problem, into the present facts
and its past history, and know nothing of its essentials, whatever
you say about it will undoubtedly be nonsense. Talking nonsense
solves no problems, as everyone knows, so why is it unjust to
deprive you of the right to speak? Quite a few comrades always
keep their eyes shut and talk nonsense, and for a Communist that

is disgraceful. How can a Communist keep his eyes shut and talk
nonsense?

It won’t do!

It won’t do!

You must investigate!

You must not talk nonsense!

II. TO INVESTIGATE A PROBLEM IS TO SOLVE IT

You can’t solve a problem? Well, get down and investigate
the present facts and its past history! When you have investigated
the problem thoroughly, you will know how to solve it. Conclu-
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sions invariably come after investigation, and not before. Only
a2 blockhead cudgels his brains on his own, or together with a
group, to “find a solution” or “evolve an idea” without making
any investigation. It must be stressed that this cannot possibly lead
to any effective solution ot any good idea. In other words, he 1s
bound to arrive at a wrong solution and a wrong idea.

There are not a few comrades doing inspection work, as well
as guerrilla leaders and cadres newly in office, who like to make
political pronouncements the moment they arrive at a place and
who strut about, criticizing this and condemning that when they
have only seen the surface of things or minor details. Such purely
subjective nonsensical talk is indeed detestable. These people are
bound to make a mess of things, lose the confidence of the masses
and prove incapable of solving any problem at all.

When they come actoss difficult problems, quite a number of
people in leading positions simply heave a sigh without being
able to solve them. They lose patience and ask to be transferred
on the ground that they “have not the ability and cannot do the
job”. These are cowards’ words. Just get moving on your two
legs, go the rounds of every section placed under your charge and
“inquire into everything”! as Confucius did, and then you will
be able to solve the problems, however little your ability; for
although your head may be empty before you go out of doorts, it
will be empty no longer when you return but will contain all sorts
of material necessary for the solution of the problems, and that
is how problems are solved. Must you go out of doors? Not
necessarily. You can call a fact-finding meeting of people familiar
with the situation in order to get at the source of what you call
a difficult problem and come to know how it stands now, and
then it will be easy to solve your difficult problem.

Investigation may be likened to the long months of pregnancy,
and solving a problem to the day of birth. To investigate a
problem is, indeed, to solve it. | |
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should study Marxist books, but this study must be integrated
with our country’s actual conditions. We need books, but we
must overcome book worship, which is divorced from the actual

situation.

III. OPPOSE BOOK WORSHIP

Whatever is written in a book is right — such is still the

mentality of culturally backward Chinese peasants. Strangely
enough, within the Communist Party there are also people who
always say in a discussion, “Show me where it’s written in the
bo.ok.” When we say that a directive of a higher organ of leader-
ship is correct, that is not just because it comes from “a higher
organ of leadership” but because its contents conform with both
the ol?iective and subjective circumstances of the struggle and
meFt its requirements. It is quite wrong to take a formalistic
attltufie and blindly carry out directives without discussing and
examining them in the light of actual conditions simply because
they come from a higher organ. It is the mischief done by this
formalism which explains why the line and tactics of the Party
do not take deeper root among the masses. To carry out a directive
of a higher organ blindly, and seemingly without any disagree-
ment, 1s not really to carry it out but is the most artful way of
opposing or sabotaging it.

The method of studying the social sciences exclusively from
the book is likewise extremely dangerous and may even lead one
onto the road of counter-revolution. Clear proof of this is provided
by the fact that whole batches of Chinese Communists who con-
fined themselves to books in their study of the social sciences have
turned into counter-revolutionaries. When we say Marxism is
correct, it is certainly not because Marx was a “prophet” but
because his theory has been proved correct in our practice and in
our struggle. We need Marxism in our struggle. In our acceptance
of his theory no such formalistic or mystical notion as that of
“prophecy” ever enters our minds. Many who have read Marxist
books have become renegades from the revolution, whereas
illiterate workers often grasp Marxism very well. Of course we

How can we overcome book worship? The only way is to

investigate the actual situation.

IV. WITHOUT INVESTIGATING THE ACTUAL
SITUATION, THERE IS BOUND TO BE AN IDEALIST
APPRAISAL OF CLASS FORCES AND AN IDEALIST
GUIDANCE IN WORK, RESULTING EITHER
IN OPPORTUNISM OR IN PUTSCHISM

Do you doubt this conclusion? Facts will force you to accept
it. Just try and appraise the political situation or guide the struggle
without making any investigation, and you will see whether or
not such appraisal or guidance is groundless and idealist and
whether or not it will lead to opportunist or putschist errors.
Certainly it will. This is not because of failure to make careful
plans before taking action but because of failure to study the
specific social situation carefully before making the plans, as often
happens in our Red Army guerrilla units. Officers of the Li Kuei?
type do not discriminate when they punish the men for offences.
As a result, the offenders feel they have been unfairly treated,
many disputes ensue, and the leaders lose all prestige. Does this
not happen frequently in the Red Army? |

We must wipe out idealism and guard against all opportunis
and putschist errors before we can succeed in winning over the
masses and defeating the enemy. The only way to wipe out
idealism is to make the effort and investigate the actual situation.



44 MAO TSETUNG

V. THE AIM OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC

INVESTIGATION IS TO ARRIVE AT A CORRECT
APPRAISAL OF CLASS FORCES AND THEN

TO FORMULATE CORRECT TACTICS
FOR THE STRUGGLE

This is our answer to the question: Why do we have to
investigate social and economic conditions? Accordingly, the
object of our investigation is all the social classes and not frag-
mentary social phenomena. Of late, the comrades in the Fourth
Army of the Red Army have generally given attention to the
work of investigation,® but the method many of them employ is
wrong. The results of their investigation are therefore as trivial
as a grocer’s accounts, or resemble the many strange tales a country
bumpkin hears when he comes to town, or are like a distant view
of a populous city from a mountain top. This kind of investigation
is of little use and cannot achieve our main purpose. Qur main
purpose is to learn the political and economic situation of the
various social classes. The outcome of our investigation should be
a picture of the present situation of each class and the ups and
downs of its development. For example, when we investigate the
composition of the peasantry, not only must we know the number
of owner-peasants, semi-owner peasants and tenant-peasants, who
are differentiated according to tenancy relationships, but more
especially we must know the number of rich peasants, middle
peasants and poor peasants, who are differentiated according to
class or stratum. When we investigate the composition of the
merchants, not only must we know the number in each trade, such
as grain, clothing, medicinal herbs, etc., but more especially we
must know the number of small merchants, middle merchants and
big merchants. We should investigate not only the state of each
trade, but more especially the class relations within it. We should
investigate the relationships not only between the different trades
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but more especially between the different classes. Qur chief
method of investigation must be to dissect the different social
classes, the ultimate purpose being to understand their interrela-
tions, to arrive at a correct appraisal of class forces and then to
formulate the correct tactics for the struggle, defining which
classes constitute the main force in the revolutionary struggle,
which classes are to be won over as allies and which classes are

to be overthrown. This is our sole purpose.

What are the social classes requiring investigation? They are:

The industrial proletariat

The handicraft workers

The farm labourers

The poor peasants

The urban poor

The lumpen-proletariat

The master handicraftsmen

The small merchants

The middle peasants

The rich peasants

The landlords

The commercial bourgeoisie

The industrial bourgeoisie

In our investigation we should give attention to the state of all
these classes or strata. Only the industrial proletariat and 1n-
dustrial bourgeoisie are absent in the areas where we are now
working, and we constantly come across all the others. Our tactics
of struggle are tactics in relation to all these classes and strata.

Another serious shortcoming in our past investigations has
been the undue stress on the countryside to the neglect of the
towns, so that many comrades have always been vague about our
tactics towards the urban poor and the commercial bourgeoisie.
The development of the struggle has enabled us to leave the
mountains for the plains.* We have descended physically, but we
are still up in the mountains mentally. We must understand the
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towns as well as the countryside, or we shall be unable to meet
the needs of the revolutionary struggle. |

VI. VICTORY IN CHINA’S REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE

WILL DEPEND ON THE CHINESE COMRADES’ UN-
DERSTANDING OF CHINESE CONDITIONS

The aim of our struggle is to attain socialism via the stage of
democracy. In this task, the first step is to complete the democratic
revolution by winning the majority of the working class and
arousing the peasant masses and the urban poor for the overthrow
of the landlord class, imperialism and the Kuomintang regime.
The next step is to carry out the socialist revolution, which will
follow on the development of this struggle. The fulfilment of this
ereat revolutionary task is no simple or easy job and will depend
entirely on correct and firm tactics on the part of the proletarian
party. If its tactics of struggle are wrong, or irresolute and
wavering, the revolution will certainly suffer temporary defeat.
It must be borne in mind that the bourgeois parties, too, constantly
discuss their tactics of struggle. They are considering how to
spread reformist influences among the working class so as to
mislead it and turn it away from Communist Party leadership,
how to get the rich peasants to put down the uprisings of the poor
peasants and how to organize gangsters to suppress the revolu-
tionary struggles. In a situation when the class struggle grows
increasingly acute and is waged at close quarters, the proletariat
has to depend for its victory entirely on the correct and firm tactics
of struggle of its own party, the Communist Party. A Communist
Party’s correct and unswerving tactics of struggle can in no cir-
cumstance be created by a few people sitting in an office; they
emerge in the course of mass struggle, that is, through actual ex-
perience. Therefore, we must at all times study social conditions

and make practical investigations. Those comrades who are in-
flexible, conservative, formalistic and groundlessly optimistic think
that the present tactics of struggle are perfect, that the “book of
documents’’® of the Party’s Sixth National Congress guarantees
lasting victory, and that one can always be victorious merely by
adhering to the established methods. These ideas are absolutely
wrong and have nothing in common with the idea that Communists
should create favourable new situations through struggle; they
represent a purely conservative line. Unless it is completely dis-
carded, this line will cause great losses to the revolution and do
harm to these comrades themselves. Thete are obviously some
comrades in our Red Army who are content to leave things as
they are, who do not seek to understand anything thoroughly and
are groundlessly optimistic, and they spread the fallacy that “this
is proletarian”. They eat their fill and sit dozing in their offices
all day long without ever moving a step and going out among the
masses to investigate. Whenever they open their mouths, their
platitudes make people sick. To awaken these comrades we must
raise our voices and cry out to them:

Change your conservative ideas without delay!

Replace them by progressive and militant Communist ideas!

Get into the struggle!

Go among the masses and investigate the facts!

VII. THE TECHNIQUE OF INVESTIGATION

1. Hold fact-finding meetings and undertake investigation
through discussions.

This is the only way to get near the truth, the only way to
draw conclusions. It is easy to commit mistakes if you do not hold
fact-finding meetings for investigation through discussions but
simply rely on one individual relating his own experience. You
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cannot possibly draw more or less correct conclusions at such
meetings if you put questions casually instead of raising key
questions for discussion.

2. What kind of people should attend the fact-finding
meetings?

They should be people well acquainted with social and eco-
nomic conditions. As far as age is concerned, older people are best,
because they are rich in experience and not only know what is
going on but understand the causes and effects. Young people with
experience of struggle should also be included, because they have
progressive ideas and sharp eyes. As far as occupation is con-
cerned, there should be workers, peasants, merchants, intellectuals,
and occasionally soldiers, and sometimes even vagrants. Nat-
urally, when a particular subject is being looked into, those who
have nothing to do with it need not be present. For example,
workers, peasants and students need not attend when commerce
is the subject of investigation.

3. Which is better, a large fact-finding meeting or a small one?

That depends on the investigator’s ability to conduct a meet-
ing. If he is good at it, a meeting of as many as a dozen or even
twenty or more people can be called. A large meeting has its
advantages; from the answers you get fairly accurate statistics
(e.g., in finding out the percentage of poor peasants in the total
peasant population) and fairly correct conclusions (e.g., in finding
out whether equal or differentiated land redistribution is better).
Of course, it has its disadvantages too; unless you are skilful in
conducting meetings, you will find it difficult to keep order. So
the number of people attending a meeting depends on the com-
petence of the investigator. However, the minimum is three, or
otherwise the information obtained will be too limited to corre-
spond to the real situation.

4. Prepare a detailed outline for the investigation.

A detailed outline should be prepared beforehand, and the
investigator should ask questions according to the outline, with
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those present at the meeting giving their answers. Any points
which are unclear or doubtful should be put up for discussion. The
detailed outline should include main subjects and sub-headings
and also detailed items. For instance, taking commerce as a main
subject, it can have such sub-headings as cloth, grain, other neces-
sities and medicinal herbs; again, under cloth, there can be such
detailed items as calico, homespun and silk and satin.

s. Personal participation.

Everyone with responsibility for giving leadership — from the
chairman of the township government to the chairman of the cen-
tral government, from the detachment leader to the commander-
in-chief, from the secretary of a Party branch to the general
secretary — must personally undertake investigation into the spe-
cific social and economic conditions and not merely rely on read-
ing reports. For investigation and reading reports are two entirely
different things.

6. Probe deeply.
Anyone new to investigation wotk should make one or two

thorough investigations in order to gain full knowledge of a partic-
ular place (say, a village or a town) or a particular problem (say,
the problem of grain or currency). Deep probing into a particular
place or problem will make future investigation of other places
or problems easier.

7. Make your own notes.

The investigator should not only preside at fact-finding
meetings and give proper guidance to those present but should
also make his own notes and record the results himself. To have
others do it for him is no good.

(1l
s

NOT-:

1 Sce Confucian Analects, Book III, “Pa Yi’: “When Confucius entered
the Ancestral Temple, he inquired into everything.”
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2Li Kuei was a hero in the well-known Chinese novel Shui Hu Chuan
(Heroes of the Marshes) which describes the peasant war that occurred towards
the end of the Northern Sung Dynasty (960-1127). He was simple, outspoken
and very loyal to the revolutionary cause of the peasants, but crude and tactless.

3 Comrade Mao Tsetung has always laid great stress on investigation,
regarding social investigation as the most important task and the basis for
defining policy in the work of leadership. The work of investigation was
gradually developed in the Fourth Army of the Red Army on Comrade Mao
Tsetung’s initiative. He stipulated that social investigation should be a regular
part of the work, and the Political Department of the Red Army prepared
detailed forms covering such items as the state of the mass struggle, the con-
dition of the reactionaries, the economic life of the people and the amount of
land owned by each class in the rural areas. Wherever the Red Army went,
it first made itself familiar with the class situation in the locality and then
formulated slogans suited to the needs of the masses.

4 Here “the mountains” are the Chingkang mountain area along the borders
of Kiangsi and Hunan Provinces; the ‘‘plains” are those in southern Kiangsi
and western Fukien. In January 1929, Comrade Mao Tsetung led the main
force of the Fourth Army of the Red Army down from the Chingkang Mountains
to southern Kiangsi and western Fukien in order to set up two large revolu-
tionary base areas.

5The “book of documents’” consisted of the resolutions adopted at the
Sixth National Congress of the Communist Party of China in July 1928, including
the political resolution and the resolutions on the peasant question, the land
question, the organization of political power, etc. Early in 1929 the Front
Committee of the Fourth Army of the Red Army published these resolutions
in book form for distribution to the Party organizations in the Red Army and
to the local Party organizations.
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BE CONCERNED WITH THE WELL-BEING
OF THE MASSES, PAY ATTENTION
TO METHODS OF WORK

January 27, 1934

Thete are two questions which comrades have failed to stress
during the discussion and which, I feel, should be dealt with.

The first concerns the well-being of the masses.

Our central task at present is to mobilize the broad masses to
take part in the revolutionary war, overthrow imperialism and the
Kuomintang by means of such war, spread the revolution through-
out the country, and drive imperialism out of China. Anyone who
does not attach enough importance to this central task is not a
good revolutionary cadre. If our comrades really comptrehend
this task and understand that the revolution must at all costs be
spread throughout the country, then they should in no way neglect
or underestimate the question of the immediate interests, the well-
being, of the broad masses. For the revolutionary war is a war
of the masses; it can be waged only by mobilizing the masses and
relying on them.

If we only mobilize the people to carry on the war and do
nothing else, can we succeed in defeating the enemy? Of course
not. If we want to win, we must do a great deal more. We must
lead the peasants’ struggle for land and distribute the land to them,

This was part of the concluding speech made by Comrade Mao Tsetung at
the Second National Congress of Workers’ and Peasants’ Representatives held

in Juichin, Kiangsi Province in January 1934.

ol
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heighten their labour enthusiasm and increase agricultural
production, safeguard the interests of the workers, establish co-
operatives, develop trade with outside areas, and solve the prob-
lems facing the masses — food, shelter and clothing, fuel, rice,
cooking oil and salt, sickness and hygiene, and marriage. In short,
all the practical problems in the masses’ everyday life should claim
our attention. If we attend to these problems, solve them and
satisfy the needs of the masses, we shall really become organizers
of the well-being of the masses, and they will truly rally round us
and give us their warm support. Comrades, will we then be able
to arouse them to take part in the revolutionary war? Yes, indeed
we will.

Here is the kind of thing we have found among some of our
cadres. They talk only about expanding the Red Army, enlarging
the transport corps, collecting the land tax and selling bonds; as
for other matters, they neither discuss nor attend to them, and
even ignore them altogether. For instance, there was a time when
the Tingchow Municipal Government concerned itself only with
the expansion of the Red Army and with mobilization for the
transport corps and paid not the slightest attention to the well-
being of the masses. The problems facing the people of Tingchow
city were that they had no firewood, no salt was on sale because
the capitalists were hoarding it, some people had no houses to live
in, and rice was both scarce and dear. These were practical prob-
lems for the masses of the people of Tingchow and they eagerly
looked to us for help in solving them. But the Tingchow Municipal
Government did not discuss any of these matters. That is why
when the new workers’ and peasants’ representative council was
elected in the city, a hundred or more representatives were un-
willing to attend after the first few council meetings had discussed
only the expansion of the Red Army and mobilization for the
transport corps, entirely ignoring the well-being of the masses, so
that the council was unable to go on meeting. The result was that
very little was achieved in regard to the expansion of the Red
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Army and mobilization for the transport corps. That was one kind
of situation.

Comrades! You have probably read the pamphlets given you
about two model townships. There the situation is entirely
different. What a great number of people have joined the Red
Army from Changkang Township in Kiangsi' and Tsaihsi Town-
ship in Fukien!? In Changkang 8o per cent of the young men and
women have joined the Red Army, and in Tsaihsi the figure is
88 per cent. There has been a big sale of bonds, too, and 4,500 yuan
worth have been sold in Changkang which has a population of
1,500. Much has also been done in other fields. What accounts
for this? A few examples will make the point clear. In Changkang
when fire broke out in a poor peasant’s house destroying one and
a half rooms, the township government appealed to the masses
to contribute money to help him. In another instance, three persons
were starving, so the township government and the mutual-aid
society immediately gave them rice. During the food shortage last
summer, the township government obtained rice from Kunglueh
County,® more than two hundred i away, for the relief of the
masses. Excellent work was done along these lines in Tsaihsi as
well. Such township governments are really models. They are
absolutely different from the Tingchow Municipal Government
with its bureaucratic methods of leadership. We should learn
from Changkang and Tsaihsi Townships and oppose bureaucratic
leaders like those in Tingchow city.

I earnestly suggest to this congress that we pay close attention
to the well-being of the masses, from the problems of land and
labour to those of fuel, rice, cooking oil and salt. The women
want to learn ploughing and harrowing. Whom can we get to
teach them? The children want to go to school. Have we set up
primary schools? The wooden bridge over there is too narrow and
people may fall off. Should we not repair it? Many people sufter
from boils and other ailments. What are we going to do about it?
All such problems concerning the well-being of the masses should
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be placed on our agenda. We should discuss them, adopt and carry
out decisions and check up on the results. We should help the
masses to realize that we represent their interests, that our lives
are intimately bound up with theirs. We should help them to
proceed from these things to an understanding of the higher tasks
which we have put forward, the tasks of the revolutionary war, so
that they will support the revolution and spread it throughout the
country, respond to our political appeals and fight to the end for
victory in the revolution. The masses in Changkang say, ‘“The
Communist Party is really good! It has thought of everything on
our behalf.” The comrades in Changkang Township are an exam-
ple to all of us. What admirable people! They have won the
genuine affection of the broad masses, who support their call for
war mobilization. Do we want to win the support of the masses?
Do we want them to devote their strength to the front? If so, we
must be with them, arouse their enthusiasm and initiative, be
con.cerned with their well-being, work earnestly and sincerely in
their interests and solve all their problems of production and
everyday life — the problems of salt, rice, housing, clothing, child-
birth, etc. If we do so, the masses will surely support us and regard
the revolution as their most glorious banner, as their very life.
In the event of a Kuomintang attack on the Red areas they will
fight the Kuomintang to the death. There can be no doubt about
this, for is it not a plain fact that we have smashed the enemy’s
first, second, third and fourth “encirclement and suppression”
campaigns?

The Kuomintang is now pursuing a policy of blockhouse war-
fare,* feverishly constructing their “tortoise-shells” as though they
were iron bastions. Comrades! Are they really iron bastions? Not
in the least! Think of the palaces of the feudal emperors over
thousands of years, were they not powerful with their walls and
moats? Yet they crumbled one after another the moment the
masses arose. Lhe tsar of Russia was one of the world’s most

ferocious rulers, yet when the proletariat and the peasantry rose |
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in revolution, was there anything left of him? No, nothing. His
bastions of iron? They all crumbled. Comrades! What is a true
bastion of iron? It is the masses, the millions upon millions of
people who genuinely and sincerely support the revolution. That is
the real iron bastion which it is impossible, and absolutely im-
possible, for any force on earth to smash. The counter-revolution
cannot smash us: on the contrary, we shall smash it. Rallying
millions upon millions of people round the revolutionary govern-
ment and expanding our trevolutionary war, we shall wipe out all
counter-revolution and take over the whole of China.

The second question concerns out methods of wotk.

We are the leaders and organizers of the revolutionary war as
well as the leaders and organizers of the life of the masses. To
organize the revolutionary war and to improve the life of the
masses are our two major tasks. In this respect, we are faced with
the serious problem of methods of work. It is not enough to set
tasks, we must also solve the problem of the methods for carrying
them out. If our task is to cross a river, we cannot cross it without
a bridge or a boat. Unless the bridge or boat problem is solved,
it is idle to speak of crossing the river. Unless the problem of
method is solved, talk about the task is useless. Unless we pay
attention to giving leadership to the work of expanding the Red
Army and devote particular care to our methods, we will never
succeed even though we recite the phrase “Expand the Red Army”
. thousand times. Nor can we accomplish our tasks in any other
field, for instance, in checking up on land distribution,® ot in
economic construction, or culture and education, or our work in
the new areas and the outlying districts, if all we do is to set the
tasks without attending to the methods of carrying them out,
without combating bureaucratic methods of work and adopting
practical and concrete ones, and without discarding commandist
methods and adopting the method of patient persuasion.

The comrades in Hsingkuo have done first-rate work and
desetve our praise as model workers. Similarly, the comrades in
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northeastern Kiangsi have done good work and are also model
workers. By linking the problem of the well-being of the masses
with that of the revolutionary war, the comrades in both these
places are simultaneously solving the problems of revolutionary
methods of work and of accomplishing their revolutionary tasks.
They are working conscientiously, solving problems with minute
care and shouldering their revolutionary responsibilities in earnest;
they are good organizers and leaders both of revolutionary war
and of the well-being of the masses. Elsewhere, too, the comrades
have made progress in their work and deserve our praise — as in
some parts of the counties of Shanghang, Changting and Yungting
in Fukien Province; in Hsikiang and other places in southern
Kiangsi Province; in some parts of the counties of Chaling, Yung-
hsin and Kian in the Hunan-Kiangsi border area; in some parts
of Yanghsin County in the Hunan-Hupeh-Kiangsi border area; in
districts and townships of many other counties in Kiangsi Prov-
ince and in the county of Juichin which is directly under our
central government.

In all the places under our leadership, there are undoubtedly
many active cadres, excellent comrades, who have sprung from the
masses. Lhese comrades have a responsibility to help in places
where our work is weak and to help comrades who are not yet
able to work well. We are in the midst of a great revolutionary
war; we must break through the enemy’s large-scale “encirclement
and suppression” and spread the revolution to all parts of the
country. All revolutionary cadres have a tremendous responsibility.
After this congress we must adopt effective measures to improve
our work, the advanced areas should become even more advanced,
and the backward areas should catch up with the advanced. We
must create thousands of townships like Changkang and scotes of
counties like Hsingkuo. They will be our strongholds. From these
strongholds we shall go forth to smash the enemy’s “encirclement
and suppression” campaigns and overthrow the rule of imperialism
and the Kuomintang throughout the country.
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NOTES

1 Changkang Township is in Hsingkuo County, Kiangsi Province.
2 Tsaihsi Township is in Shanghang County, Fukien Province.

3 Kunglueh County was then in the Red area in Kiangsi, with the town
of Tungku lying southeast of Kian County as its centre. It was named after
Comrade Huang Kung-lueh, Commander of the Third Army Corps of the Red
Army, who laid down his life there in October 1931

4 The building of blockhouses round the Red areas was decided upon by
Chiang Kai-shek at his military conference held at Lushan, Kiangsi Prov.mc:a
in July 1933, as a new military tactic for his fifth “encirclement and suppression’
campaign. By the end of January 1934 an estimated total of 2,900 blockhouses
had been built in Kiangsi Province. The Japanese aggressors later adoptecil the
same tactic against the Eighth Route and the New Fourth Armies. Experience
fully proved that the counter-revolutionary tactic of using blockhouses coul,d
be completely foiled and defeated by adhering to Comrade Mao Tsetung’s
strategy of people’s war.

5 Checking up on land distribution refers to the work that was done for
the purpose of deepening the agrarian revolution and arousing the masses for

struggle, after the land had been distributed in the Red areas; its main objective
was the combing out of undercover landlords and rich peasants and the complete

abolition of feudal and semi-feudal landownership,



THE IMPORTANT THING
IS TO BE GOOD AT LEARNING!

December 1936

Why have we organized the Red Army? For the purpose of
defeating the enemy. Why do we study the laws of war? For the
purpose of applying them in war.

To learn is no easy matter and to apply what one has learned
is even harder. Many people appear impressive when discoursing
on military science in classrooms or in books, but when it comes
to actual fighting, some win battles and others lose them. Both the
history of war and our own experience in war have proved this
point.

Where then does the crux lie?

In real life, we cannot ask for “ever-victorious generals”, who
are few and far between in history. What we can ask for is generals
who are brave and sagacious and who normally win their battles
in the course of a war, generals who combine wisdom with courage.
To become both wise and courageous one must acquire a method,
a method to be employed in learning as well as in applying what
has been learned.

What method? The method is to familiarize ourselves with all
aspects of the enemy situation and our own, to discover the laws
governing the actions of both sides and to make use of these laws
in our own operations.

The military manuals issued in many countries point both to
the necessity of a ““flexible application of principles according to
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circumstances” and to the measures to be taken in case of defeat.
They point to the former in order to warn a commander against
subjectively committing mistakes through too rigid an application
of principles, and to the latter in order to enable him to cope with
the situation after he has committed subjective mistakes or after
unexpected and irresistible changes have occurred in the objective
circumstances.

Why are subjective mistakes made? Because the way the
forces in a war or a battle are disposed or directed does not fit
the conditions of the given time and place, because subjective
direction does not correspond to, or is at variance with, the objec-
tive conditions, in other words, because the contradiction between
the subjective and the objective has not been resolved. People
can hardly avoid such situations whatever they are doing, but
some people prove themselves more competent than others. As
in any job we demand a comparatively high degree of competence,
so in war we demand more victories or, conversely, fewer defeats.
Here the crux is to bring the subjective and the objective into
proper correspondence with each other.

Take an example in tactics. If the point chosen for attack is on
one of the enemy’s flanks and it is located precisely where his
weak spot happens to be, and in consequence the assault succeeds,
then the subjective corresponds with the objective, that is, the
commander’s reconnaissance, judgement and decision have corre-
sponded with the enemy’s actual situation and dispositions. If the
point chosen for attack is on another flank or in the centre and the
attack hits a snag and makes no headway, then such correspond-
ence is lacking. If the attack is properly timed, if the reserves are
used neither too late nor too early, and if all the other dispositions
and operations in the battle are such as to favour us and not the
enemy, then the subjective direction throughout the battle com-
pletely corresponds with the objective situation. Such complete
correspondence is extremely rare in a war or a battle, in which the
belligerents are groups of live human beings bearing arms and
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!ceep'ing their secrets from each other; this is quite unlike handling
inanimate objects or routine matters. But if the direction given
by the commander corresponds in the main with the actual situa-
tion, that is, if the decisive elements in the direction correspond
with the actual situation, then there is a basis for victory.
| A commander’s correct dispositions stem from his correct deci-
sions, his correct decisions stem from his correct judgements, and
his correct judgements stem from a thorough and necessary re-
connaissance and from pondering on and piecing together the
data of various kinds gathered through reconnaissance. He applies
all possible and necessary methods of reconnaissance, and ponders
on the information gathered about the enemy’s situation, discard-
ing t.:he dross and selecting the essential, eliminating the false and
retaining the true, proceeding from the one to the other and from
t%xe 01‘1tside to the inside; then, he takes the conditions on his own
§1de into account, and makes a study of both sides and their
1nf:errelations, thereby forming his judgements, making up his
mind .and working out his plans. Such is the complete process of
knowing a situation which a military strategist goes through be-
fore he formulates a strategic plan, a campaign plan or a battle
p!an. But instead of doing this, a careless military strategist bases
his military plans on his own wishful thinking, and hence his plans
are fanciful and do not correspond with reality. A rash military
strategist relying solely upon enthusiasm is bound to be tricked
by the enemy, or lured on by some superficial or partial aspect of
the enemy’s situation, or swayed by irresponsible suggestions
from subordinates that are not based on real knowledge or deep
insight, and so he runs his head against a brick wall, because he
does not know or does not want to know that every military plan
must be based on the necessary reconnaissance and on careful
consideration of the enemy’s situation, his own situation, and
their interrelations. |
The process of knowing a situation goes on not only before
the formulation of a military plan but also after. In carrying out

IMPORTANT THING IS TO BE GOOD AT LEARNING 61

the plan from the moment it is put into effect to the end of the
operation, there is another process of knowing the situation, name-
ly, the process of practice. In the course of this process, it is neces-
sary to examine anew whether the plan worked out in the
preceding process corresponds with reality. If it does not corre-
spond with reality, or if it does not fully do so, then in the light of
our new knowledge, it becomes necessary to form new judgements,
make new decisions and change the original plan so as to meet the
new situation. The plan is partially changed in almost every opera-
tion, and sometimes it is even changed completely. A rash man
who does not understand the need for such alterations or 1s un-
willing to make them, but who acts blindly, will inevitably run his
head against a brick wall.

The above applies to a strategic action, a campaign or a battle.
Provided he is modest and willing to learn, an experienced military
man will be able to familiarize himself with the character of his
own forces (commanders, men, arms, supplies, etc., and their sum
total), with the character of the enemy forces (likewise, com-
manders, men, arms, supplies, etc., and their sum total) and with
all other conditions related to the war, such as politics, economics,
geography and weather; such a military man will have a better
erasp in directing a war or an operation and will be more likely to
win victories. He will achieve this because, over a long period of
time, he has come to know the situation on the enemy side and
his own, discovered the laws of action, and resolved the contradic-
tions between the subjective and the objective. This process of
knowing is extremely important; without such a long period of
experience, it would be difficult to understand and grasp the laws
of an entire war. Neither a beginner nor a person who fights only
on paper can become a really able high-ranking commander; only
one who has learned through actual fighting in war can do so.

All military laws and military theories which are in the nature
of principles are the experience of past wars summed up by people
in former days or in our own times. We should seriously study
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these lessons, paid for in blood, which are a heritage of past wars.
That is one point. But there is another. We should put these con-
clusions to the test of our own experience, assimilating what is
useful, rejecting what is useless, and adding what is specifically

our own. The latter is very important, for otherwise we cannot
direct a war.

. Reading is learning, but applying is also learning and the more
important kind of learning at that. Our chief method is to learn
warfare through warfare. A person who has had no opportunity
to go to school can also learn warfare — he can learn through
fighting in war. A revolutionary war is a mass undertaking; it is
often not a matter of first learning and then doing, but of doing
and then learning, for doing is itself learning. There is a gap be-
twee.n the ordinary civilian and the soldier, but it is no Great Wall,
?nd it can be quickly closed, and the way to close it is to take part
in revolution, in war. By saying that it is not easy to learn and to
apply, we mean that it is hard to learn thoroughly and to apply
skilfully. By saying that civilians can very quickly become soldiers,
we mean that it is not difficult to cross the threshold. To put the
two statements together, we may cite the Chinese adage, ‘“Nothing
in the world is difficult for one who sets his mind to it.” To cross
the threshold is not difficult, and mastery, too, is possible provided
one sets one’s mind to the task and is good at learning.

The laws of war, like the laws governing all other things, are
reflections in our minds of objective realities; everything outside
of the mind is objective reality. Consequently what has to be
learned and known includes the state of affairs on the enemy side
and that on our side, both of which should be regarded as the
object of study, while the mind (the capacity to think) alone is
!:he subject performing the study. Some people are good at know-
ing themselves and poor at knowing their enemy, and some are
the other way round; neither can solve the problem of learning
and applying the laws of war. There is a saying in the book of
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Sun Wu Tzu, the great military scientist of ancient China, “Know
the enemy and know yourself, and you can fight a hundred battles
with no danger of defeat”,? which refers both to the stage of learn-
ing and to the stage of application, both to knowing the laws of
the development of objective reality and to deciding on our own
action in accordance with these laws in order to overcome the

enemy facing us. We should not take this saying lightly.

War is the highest form of struggle between nations, states,
classes, ot political groups, and all the laws of war are applied by
warring nations, states, classes, or political groups for the purpose
of achieving victory for themselves. Unquestionably, victotry or
defeat in war is determined mainly by the military, political,
economic and natural conditions on both sides. But not by these
alone. It is also determined by each side’s subjective ability in
directing the war. In his endeavour to win a wat, a military
strategist cannot overstep the limitations imposed by the material
conditions; within these limitations, however, he can and must
strive for victory. The stage of action for a military strategist is
built upon objective material conditions, but on that stage he can
direct the performance of many a drama, full of sound and colour,
power and grandeur. Therefore, given the objective material
foundations, i.e., the military, political, economic and natural
conditions, our Red Army commandets must display their prowess
and marshal all their forces to crush the national and class enemies
and to transform this evil world. Here is where our subjective
ability in directing war can and must be exercised. We do not
permit any of our Red Army commandets to become a blundering
hothead: we decidedly want every Red Army commander to
become a hero who is both brave and sagacious, who possesses
both all-conquering courage and the ability to remain master of
the situation throughout the changes and vicissitudes of the entire
war. Swimming in the ocean of war, he not only must not flounder
but must make sure of reaching the opposite shore with measured
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§trokes. The laws for directing war constitute the art of swimming
in the ocean of war.

So much for our methods.

NOTES

! This is the fourth section
; of Chapter I of “Problems of Strateoy in Ching’
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ON PRACTICE

On the Relation Between Knowledge and Practice,
Between Knowing and Doing

July 1937

Before Marx, materialism examined the problem of knowledge
apart from the social nature of man and apart from his historical
development, and was therefore incapable of understanding the
dependence of knowledge on social practice, that is, the depend-
ence of knowledge on production and the class struggle.

Above all, Marxists regard man’s activity in production as the
most fundamental practical activity, the determinant of all his
other activities. Man’s knowledge depends mainly on his activity
in material production, through which he comes gradually to
understand the phenomena, the properties and the laws of nature,
and the relations between himself and nature; and through his
activity in production he also gradually comes to understand, in
varying degrees, certain relations that exist between man and man.

There used to be a number of comrades in our Party who were dogmatists
and who for a long period rejected the experience of the Chinese revolution,
denying the truth that “Marxism is not a dogma but a guide to action” and
overawing people with words and phrases from Marxist works, torn out of
context. There were also a number of comrades who were empiricists and who
for a long period restricted themselves to their own fragmentary experience
and did not understand the importance of theory for revolutionary practice or
sce the revolution as a whole, but worked blindly though industriously. The
erroneous ideas of these two types of comrades, and particularly of the

65




66 MAO TSETUNG

None of this knowledge can be acquited apart from activity in
pro_duction. In a classless society every person, as a member of
society, joins in common effort with the other members, enters into
deﬁqite relations of production with them and engages in pro-
duction to meet man’s material needs. In all class societies, the
fnembers of the different social classes also enter, in different ways
into definite relations of production and engage in production to,
meet their material needs. This is the primary source from which
human knowledge develops.

Man’s social practice is not confined to activity in production,
but takes many other forms — class struggle, political life, scientific
and artistic pursuits; in short, as a social being, man participates
in all spheres of the practical life of society. Thus man, in varying
degrees, comes to know the different relations between man and
man, not only through his material life but also through his polit-
ical and cultural life (both of which are intimately bound up with
fnaterial life). Of these other types of social practice, class struggle
in particular, in all its various forms, exerts a profound influence on
t}ae development of man’s knowledge. In class society everyone
lives as a member of a particular class, and every kind of thinking
without exception, is stamped with the brand of a class. |

Marxists hold that in human society activity in production
develops step by step from a lower to a higher level and that
consequently man’s knowledge, whether of nature or of society
also develops step by step from a lower to a higher level, that is,
from the shallower to the deeper, from the one-sided to the many:

dogmatists, caused enormous losses to the Chinese revolution during 1931-34
and yet the dogmatists, cloaking themselves as Marxists, confused a great masn '
comrades. “On Practice” was written in order to expose the subjectivist errori
o_f dogmatism and empiricism in the Party, and especially the error of dogma-
tism, from the standpoint of the Marxist theory of knowledge. It was entitled
:“01} _Practice” because its stress was on exposing the dogmatist kind of sub-
jectivism, which belittles practice. The ideas contained in this essay were

presented by Comrade Mao Tsetung in a lecture at the Anti "
n el nti-
and Political College in Yenan. Japanese Military
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<ided. For a very long period in history, men were necessarily con-
fined to a one-sided understanding of the history of society
because, for one thing, the bias of the exploiting classes always
distorted history and, for another, the small scale of production
limited man’s outlook. It was not until the modern proletariat
emerged along with immense forces of production (large-scale
industry) that man was able to acquire a comprehensive, historical
understanding of the development of society and turn this knowl-
edge into a science, the science of Marxism.

Marxists hold that man’s social practice alone is the criterion
of the truth of his knowledge of the external world. What actually
happens is that man’s knowledge is verified only when he achieves
the anticipated results in the process of social practice (material
production, class struggle or scientific experiment). If a man wants
o succeed in his work, that is, to achieve the anticipated results,
he must bring his ideas into correspondence with the laws of the
objective external world; if they do not correspond, he will fail
in his practice. After he fails, he draws his lessons, corrects his
ideas to make them correspond to the laws of the external world,
and can thus turn failure into success; this is what is meant by
“foiture is the mother of success” and ““a fall into the pit, a gain
in your wit”. The dialectical-materialist theory of knowledge
places practice in the primary position, holding that human knowl-
edge can in no way be separated from practice and repudiating all
the erroneous theories which deny the importance of practice or
separate knowledge from practice. Thus Lenin said, “Practice is
bigher than (theoretical) knowledge, for it has not only the dignity
of universality, but also of immediate actuality.”! The Marxist
philosophy of dialectical materialism has two outstanding charac-
teristics. One is its class nature: it openly avows that dialectical
materialism is in the service of the proletariat. The other is its
practicality: it emphasizes the dependence of theory on practice,
emphasizes that theory is based on practice and in turn serves
practice. The truth of any knowledge or theory is determined not
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by subjective feelings, but by objective results in social practice.
Only soFial practice can be the criterion of truth. The standpoint
of practice is the primary and basic standpoint in the dialectical-
materialist theory of knowledge.?

' But how then does human knowledge arise from practice and
in turn serve practice? This will become clear if we look at the
process of development of knowledge.

| In the process of practice, man at first sees only the phenomenal
§1de, the separate aspects, the external relations of things. For
instance, some people from outside come to Yenan on a tour of
observation. In the first day or two, they see its topography, streets
and'houses; they meet many people, attend banquets, evening
parties and mass meetings, hear talk of various kinds and read
various documents, all these being the phenomena, the separate
aspects and the external relations of things. This is called the
Rerceptual stage of cognition, namely, the stage of sense percep-
tions and impressions. That is, these particular things in Yenan
act on the sense organs of the members of the observation group
evok? sense perceptions and give rise in their brains to many im:
pressions together with a rough sketch of the external relations
among these impressions: this is the first stage of cognition. At
this stage, man cannot as yet form concepts, which are deeper
or draw logical conclusions. ,

As social practice continues, things that give rise to man’s

sense perceptions and impressions in the course of his practice are
repeated many times; then a sudden change (leap) takes place in
the brain in the process of cognition, and concepts are formed
Concepts are no longer the phenomena, the separate aspects anci
the external relations of things; they grasp the essence, the totality
and the- internal relations of things. Between concep;s and sense
perceptions there is not only a quantitative but also a qualitative
difference. Proceeding further, by means of judgement and in-
terence one is able to draw logical conclusions. The expression in
San Kuo Yen Yi? “knit the brows and a stratagem comes to

ON PRACTICE 69

S —

mind”, or in everyday language, “let me think it over’, refers to
man’s use of concepts in the brain to form judgements and in-
ferences. This is the second stage of cognition. When the members
of the observation group have collected various data and, what
is more, have “thought them over”, they are able to arrive at the
iudgement that “‘the Communist Party’s policy of the National
United Front Against Japan is thorough, sincere and genuine”.
Having made this judgement, they can, if they too are genuine
about uniting to save the nation, go a step further and draw the
following conclusion, “The National United Front Against Japan
can succeed.” This stage of conception, judgement and inference
is the more important stage in the entire process of knowing a
thing; it is the stage of rational knowledge. The real task of
knowing is, through perception, to arrive at thought, to arrive step
by step at the comprehension of the internal contradictions of
objective things, of their laws and of the internal relations between
one process and another, that is, to arrive at logical knowledge.
To repeat, logical knowledge differs from perceptual knowledge
in that perceptual knowledge pertains to the separate aspects, the
phenomena and the external relations of things, whereas logical
knowledge takes a big stride forward to reach the totality, the
essence and the internal relations of things and discloses the inner
contradictions in the surrounding world. Therefore, logical knowl-
edge is capable of grasping the development of the surrounding
world in its totality, in the internal relations of all its aspects.

This dialectical-materialist theory of the process of develop-
ment of knowledge, basing itself on practice and proceeding from
the shallower to the deeper, was never worked out by anybody
before the rise of Marxism. Marxist materialism solved this prob-
lem correctly for the first time, pointing out both materialistically
and dialectically the deepening movement of cognition, the move-
ment by which man in society progresses from perceptual knowl-
edge to logical knowledge in his complex, constantly recurring
practice of production and class struggle. Lenin said, “The
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abstraction of matter, of a law of nature, the abstraction of value,
etc., in short, all scientific (correct, serious, not absurd) abstractions
reflect nature more deeply, truly and completely.’* Marxism-
Leninism holds that each of the two stages in the process of cogni-
tion has its own characteristics, with knowledge manifesting itself
as perceptual at the lower stage and logical at the higher stage,
but that both are stages in an integrated process of cognition. The
perceptual and the rational are qualitatively different, but are not
divorced from each other; they are unified on the basis of practice.
Our practice proves that what is perceived cannot at once be com-
prehended and that only what is comprehended can be more
deeply perceived. Perception only solves the problem of phenom-
ena; theory alone can solve the problem of essence. The solving
of both these problems is not separable in the slightest degree
from practice. Whoever wants to know a thing has no way of doing
so except by coming into contact with it, that is, by living
(practising) in its environment. In feudal society it was impossible
to know the laws of capitalist society in advance because capitalism
had not yet emerged, the relevant practice was lacking, Marxism
could be the product only of capitalist society. Marx, in the era
of laissez-faire capitalism, could not concretely know certain laws
peculiar to the era of imperialism beforehand, because imperialism,
the last stage of capitalism, had not yet emerged and the relevant
practice was lacking; only Lenin and Stalin could undertake this
task. Leaving aside their genius, the reason why Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin could work out their theories was mainly that
they personally took part in the practice of the class struggle and
the scientific experimentation of their time; lacking this condition,
no genius could have succeeded. The saying, “without stepping
outside his gate the scholar knows all the wide world’s affairs”,
was mere empty talk in past times when technology was undevel-
oped. Even though this saying can be valid in the present age of
developed technology, the people with real personal knowledge
are those engaged in practice the wide world over. And it is only
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when these people have come to “know” through their practice
and when their knowledge has reached him through writing and
technical media that the “scholar” can indirectly “know all the
wide world’s affairs”. If you want to know a certain thing or a
certain class of things directly, you must petsonally participate in
the practical struggle to change reality, to change that thing or
class of things, for only thus can you come into contact with them
as phenomena; only through personal participation in the practi.cal
struggle to change reality can you uncover the essence of that thing
or class of things and comprehend them. This is the path to knowl-
edge which every man actually travels, though some people, de-
liberately distorting matters, argue to the contrary. The most
tidiculous person in the world is the “know-all” who picks up a
smattering of hearsay knowledge and proclaims himself “the
world’s Number One authority”; this merely shows that he has
not taken a proper measure of himself. Knowledge is a matter of
science, and no dishonesty or conceit whatsoever is permissible.
What is required is definitely the reverse — honesty and modesty.
If you want knowledge, you must take part in the practice of
changing reality. If you want to know the taste of a pear, you
must change the pear by eating it yourself. If you want to know
the structure and properties of the atom, you must make physical
and chemical experiments to change the state of the atom. If you
want to know the theory and methods of revolution, you must
take part in revolution. All genuine knowledge originates in direct
experience. But one cannot have ditect experience of everything;
as a matter of fact, most of our knowledge comes from indirect
experience, for example, all knowledge from past times and
foreign lands. To our ancestors and to foreigners, such knowledge
was — or is — a matter of direct experience, and this knowledge
is reliable if in the course of their direct experience the require-
ment of “scientific abstraction”, spoken of by Lenin, was — or is —
fulfilled and objective reality scientifically reflected; otherwise it
is not reliable. Hence a man’s knowledge consists only of two parts,
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that which comes from direct experience and that which comes
from indirect experience. Moreover, what is indirect experience
for me is direct experience for other people. Consequently, con-
sidered as a whole, knowledge of any kind is inseparable from
direct experience. All knowledge originates in perception of the
objective external world through man’s physical sense organs.
Anyone who denies such perception, denies direct experience, ot
fienies personal participation in the practice that changes reality,
is not a materialist. That is why the “know-all” is ridiculous. There
is an old Chinese saying, ‘“‘How can you catch tiger cubs without
entering the tiger’s lair?” This saying holds true for man’s practice
and it also holds true for the theory of knowledge. There can be
no knowledge apart from practice.

| To make clear the dialectical-materialist movement of cogni-
tion arising on the basis of the practice which changes reality — to
make clear the gradually deepening movement of cognition — a
few additional concrete examples are given below,

| In its knowledge of capitalist society, the proletariat was only
in the perceptual stage of cognition in the first period of its practice,
the period of machine-smashing and spontaneous struggle; it knew
only some of the aspects and the external relations of the phe-
nomena of capitalism. The proletariat was then still a “class-in-
itself”. But when it reached the second period of its practice, the
period of conscious and organized economic and political struggles,
the proletariat was able to comprehend the essence of capitalist
society, the relations of exploitation between social classes and its
own historical task; and it was able to do so because of its own
practice and because of its experience of prolonged struggle, which
Marx and Engels scientifically summed up in all its variety to
create the theory of Marxism for the education of the proletariat.
It was then that the proletariat became a “class-for-itself”.

Similarly with the Chinese people’s knowledge of imperialism.

The first stage was one of superficial, perceptual knowledge, as
shown in the indiscriminate anti-foreign struggles of the Move-
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ment of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom,? the Yi Ho Tuan Move-
ment.® and so on. It was only in the second stage that the Chinese
people reached the stage of rational knowledge, saw the internal
and external contradictions of imperialism and saw the essential
cruth that imperialism had allied itself with China’s compradot
.nd feudal classes to oppress and exploit the great masses of the
Chinese people. This knowledge began about the time of the May
4th Movement of 1919.”

Next, let us consider war. If those who lead a war lack
experience of war, then at the initial stage they will not understand
the profound laws pertaining to the directing of a specific war
(such as our Agrarian Revolutionary War® of the past decade).
At the initial stage they will merely expetience a good deal of
fighting and, what is more, suffer many defeats. But this experience
(the experience of battles won and especially of battles lost)
enables them to comprehend the inner thread of the whole watr,
namely, the laws of that specific war, to understand its strategy
and tactics, and consequently to direct the war with confidence.
If, at such a moment, the command is turned over to an inexpe-
rienced person, then he too will have to suffer a number of defeats
(gain experience) before he can comprehend the true laws of
the war.

“I am not sure I can handle it.” We often hear this remark
when a comrade hesitates to accept an assignment. Why is he
unsure of himself? Because he has no systematic understanding
of the content and circumstances of the assignment, or because
he has had little or no contact with such work, and so the laws
governing it are beyond him. After a detailed analysis of the
nature and circumstances of the assignment, he will feel more
«ure of himself and do it willingly. If he speads some time at the
job and gains experience and if he is a person who is willing to
look into matters with an open mind and not one who approaches
problems subjectively, one-sidedly and superficially, then he can
draw conclusions for himself as to how to go about the job and
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do it with much more courage. Only those who are subjective,

one-sided and superficial in their approach to problems will smugly
issue orders or directives the moment they arrive on the scene,
without considering the circumstances, without viewing things in
their totality (their history and their present state as a whole) and
without getting to the essence of things (their nature and the
internal relations between one thing and another). Such people
are bound to trip and fall.

Thus it can be seen that the first step in the process of cognition
is contact with the objects of the external world; this belongs to
the stage of perception. The second step is to synthesize the data
of perception by arranging and reconstructing them ; this belongs
to the stage of conception, judgement and inference. It is only
when the data of petception are very rich (not fragmentary) and
correspond to reality (are not illusory) that they can be the basis
for forming correct concepts and theories.

Here two important points must be emphasized. The first,
which has been stated before but should be repeated here, is the
dependence of rational knowledge upon perceptual knowledge.
Anyone who thinks that rational knowledge need not be derived
from perceptual knowledge is an idealist. In the history of philos-
ophy there is the “rationalist” school that admits the reality only
of reason and not of experience, believing that reason alone
is reliable while perceptual experience is not; this school errs
by turning things upside down. The rational is reliable pre-
cisely because it has its source in sense perceptions, otherwise it
would be like water without a source, a tree without roots,
subjective, self-engendered and unreliable. As to the sequence in
the process of cognition, perceptual experience comes first; we
stress the significance of social practice in the process of cognition
precisely because social practice alone can give rise to human
knowledge and it alone can start man on the acquisition of
perceptual experience from the objective world. For a person who
shuts his eyes, stops his eats and totally cuts himself off from the
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objective world there can be no sucp thing as knowl‘ecil'ge. Krflo:ll;
edge begins with experience — this is the materialism 0
ledge. |
theoﬁ: fslt:cl:]c?:;l pfint is that knowledge needs to be deepeged,
that the perceptual stage of knov.vledgf: needs to be deveflolfe tf.
‘he rational stage — this is the dialectics of the theory o nc::wal
edge.? To think that knowledge can stop at the .lcweri,: [{)ﬁircep }?ﬂe
stage and that perceptual knowledge alone is reliable lw e
rational knowledge is not, would b? to repeat the h1st0r1cad et;r !
of “empiricism”. This theory eres in failing to undelr.s.tan L tf; e,
although the data of perceptlon'reﬂect certain rea ities 1n the
objective world (I am not speaking herf.: of 1dea1%st emima
which confines experience to so-called {ntrosgectlo.n), t ejl,r aie
merely one-sided and superficial, reflecting things m(:?mp_etezty
and not reflecting their essence. Fully to re-ﬂect a tlimg in its
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necessary through the exercise of thought to reconstruct the rthe
data of sense perception, discarding thf: .dross and selectmgd.
essential, eliminating the false and retaining Fhe true, plfoc?; ing
from the one to the other and from the outsnfie to ‘th‘e inside, 1n
order to form a system of concepts anc} theories — it 18 nece;sar)i
to make a leap from perceptual to rational knowledge. Snl.)ul: .re
constructed knowledge is pot more empty Of MOIC unr:eh:a(t:1 e; c};ln
the contrary, whatever has been scient1ﬁcall¥ reconstructeb.mtt-: z
process of cognition, on the basis of practice, reflects ;) 1jlf:t:, 1;;8
reality, as Lenin said, more deepgy, more truly,. mori tudg; o
against this, vulgar “‘practical men” respect experience bu Ofp s¢
theory, and therefore cannot have a c:o!:nprt?henswz vllew " an
entire objective process, lack clear d1rect19n and long-r Ed
perspective, and are complacent over occasional S}lCC&S;&S am
glimpses of the truth. If such persons direct a revolution, they w
i blind alley.
leadez,t?c?naal knowledge depends upon perceptual kn-owledgf{ andl
perceptual knowledge remains to be developed into rationa
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knowledge — this is the dialectical-materialist theory of knowl-
edge. In philosophy, neither “‘rationalism” nort “empiricism”
understands the historical or the dialectical nature of knowledge,
and although each of these schools contains one aspect of the
truth (here I am refetring to materialist, not to idealist, rationalism
and empiricism), both are wrong on the theory of knowledge as
a whole. The dialectical-materialist movement of knowledge from
the perceptual to the rational holds true for a minor process of
cognition (for instance, knowing a single thing or task) as well
as for a major process of cognition (for instance, knowing a whole
society or a revolution).

But the movement of knowledge does not end here. If the
dialectical-materialist movement of knowledge were to stop at
rational knowledge, only half the problem would be dealt with.
And as far as Marxist philosophy is concerned, only the less im-
portant half at that. Marxist philosophy holds that the most
important problem does not lie in understanding the laws of the
objective world and thus being able to explain it, but in applying
the knowledge of these laws actively to change the world. From
the Marxist viewpoint, theory is important, and its importance is
fully expressed in Lenin’s statement, ‘“Without revolutionary
theory there can be no revolutionary movement.”?® But Marxism
emphasizes the importance of theory precisely and only because
it can guide action. If we have a correct theory but merely prate
about it, pigeonhole it and do not put it into practice, then that
theory, however good, is of no significance. Knowledge begins
with practice, and theoretical knowledge which is acquired
through practice must then return to practice. The active function
of knowledge manifests itself not only in the active leap from
perceptual to rational knowledge, but — and this is more important
— it must manifest itself in the leap from rational knowledge to

revolutionary practice. The knowledge which grasps the laws of
the world, must be redirected to the practice of changing the world,

must be applied anew in the practice of production, in the practice
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of revolutionary class struggle and revolutionary national struggle
and in the practice of scientific experiment. This is the process of
testing and developing theory, the continuation of the whole
process of cognition. The problem of whether theory corresponds
to objective reality is not, and cannot be, completely solved in
the movement of knowledge from the perceptual to the rational,
mentioned above. The only way to solve this problem completely
is to redirect rational knowledge to social practice, apply theory
to practice and see whether it can achieve the objectives one has
in mind. Many theories of natural science are held to be true not
only because they were so considered when natural scientists
originated them, but because they have been verified in subsequent
scientific practice. Similarly, Marxism-Leninism is held to be true
not only because it was so considered when it was scientifically
formulated by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin but because it has
been verified in the subsequent practice of revolutionary class
struggle and revolutionary national struggle. Dialectical material-
ism is universally true because it is impossible for anyone to
escape from its domain in his practice. The history of human
knowledge tells us that the truth of many theories is incomplete
and that this incompleteness is remedied through the test of
practice. Many theories are erroneous and it is through the test of
practice that their errors are corrected. That is why practice is the
criterion of truth and why “the standpoint of life, of practice,
should be first and fundamental in the theory of knowledge”.1!
Stalin has well said, ‘““Theory becomes purposeless if it is not
connected with revolutionary practice, just as practice gropes in
the dark if its path is not illumined by revolutionary theory.’1?
When we get to this point, is the movement of knowledge
completed? Qur answer is: it is and yet it is not. When men in
society throw themselves into the practice of changing a certain
objective process (whether natural or social) at a certain stage of
its development, they can, as a result of the reflection of the
objective process in their brains and the exercise of their conscious
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dynamic role, advance their knowledge from the perceptual to
the rational, and create ideas, theories, plans or programmes which
correspond in general to the laws of that objective process. They
then apply these ideas, theories, plans or programmes in practice
in the same objective process. And if they can realize the aims
they have in mind, that is, if in that same process of practice they
can translate, or on the whole translate, those previously formu-
lated ideas, theories, plans or programmes into fact, then the
movement of knowledge may be considered completed with regard
to this particular process. In the process of changing nature, take
for example the fulfilment of an engineering plan, the verification
of a scientific hypothesis, the manufacture of an implement or
the reaping of a crop; or in the process of changing society, take
for example the victory of a strike, victory in a war or the fulfilment
of an educational plan. All these may be considered the realization
of aims one has in mind. But generally speaking, whether in the
practice of changing nature or of changing society, men’s original
ideas, theories, plans or programmes are seldom realized without
any alteration. This is because people engaged in changing reality
are usually subject to numerous limitations; they are limited not
only by existing scientific and technological conditions but also
by the development of the objective process itself and the degree
to which this process has become manifest (the aspects and the
essence of the objective process have not yet been fully revealed).
In such a situation, ideas, theories, plans or programmes are usually
altered partially and sometimes even wholly, because of the
discovery of unforeseen circumstances in the course of practice.
That is to say, it does happen that the original ideas, theoties,
plans or programmes fail to correspond with reality either in
whole or in part and are wholly or partially incorrect. In many
instances, failures have to be repeated many times before errors
in knowledge can be corrected and correspondence with the laws
of the objective process achieved, and consequently before the
subjective can be transformed into the objective, or in other words,
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before the anticipated results can be achieved in practice. Never-
theless, when that point is reached, the movement of human
knowledge regarding a certain objective process at a certain stage
of its development may be considered completed.

However, so far as the progression of the process is concerned,
the movement of human knowledge is not completed. Every
process, whether in the realm of natutre or of society, progresses
and develops by reason of its internal contradiction and struggle,
and the movement of human knowledge should also progress and
develop along with it. As far as social movements are concerned,
true revolutionary leaders must not only be good at cotrecting
their ideas, theoties, plans or programmes when errors ate dis-
covered, as has been indicated above; but when a certain objec-
tive process has already progressed and changed from one stage
of development to another, they must also be good at making
themselves and all their fellow-revolutionaries progress and
change in their subjective knowledge along with it, that is to say,
they must ensure that the proposed new revolutionary tasks and
new working programmes correspond to the new changes in the
situation. In a revolutionary period the situation changes very
eapidly; if the knowledge of revolutionaries does not change
rapidly in accordance with the changed situation, they will be
unable to lead the revolution to victory.

It often happens, however, that thinking lags behind reality;
this is because man’s cognition is limited by numerous social
conditions. We are opposed to die-hards in the revolutionary
ranks whose thinking fails to advance with changing objective
circumstances and has manifested itself historically as Right
opportunism. These people fail to see that the struggle of opposites
has already pushed the objective process forward while their
knowledge has stopped at the old stage. This is characteristic
of the thinking of all die-hards. Their thinking is divorced from
social practice, and they cannot march ahead to guide the chariot
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of society; they simply trail behind, grumbling that it goes too fast
and trying to drag it back or turn it in the opposite direction.
We are also opposed to “Left” phrase-mongering. The think-
ing of “Leftists” outstrips a given stage of development of the
objective process; some regard their fantasies as truth, while
others strain to realize in the present an ideal which can only be
realized in the future. They alienate themselves from the current
practice of the majority of the people and from the realities of
the day, and show themselves adventurist in their actions.
Idealism and mechanical materialism, opportunism and
adventurism, are all characterized by the breach between the
subjective and the objective, by the separation of knowledge
from practice. The Marxist-Leninist theory of knowledge, charac-
terized as it is by scientific social practice, cannot but resolutely
oppose these wrong ideologies. Marxists recognize that in the
absolute and general process of development of the universe, the
development of each particular process is relative, and that hence,
in the endless flow of absolute truth, man’s knowledge of a par-
ticular process at any given stage of development is only relative
truth. The sum total of innumerable relative truths constitutes
absolute truth.® The development of an objective process is full
of contradictions and struggles, and so is the development of the
movement of human knowledge. All the dialectical movements
of the objective wotld can sooner or later be reflected in human
knowledge. In social practice, the process of coming into being,
developing and passing away is infinite, and so is the process of
coming into being, developing and passing away in human
knowledge. As man’s practice which changes objective reality in
accordance with given ideas, theories, plans or programmes,
advances further and further, his knowledge of objective reality
likewise becomes deeper and deeper. The movement of change
in the world of objective reality is never-ending and so is man’s
cognition of truth through practice. Marxism-Leninism has in no
way exhausted truth but ceaselessly opens up roads to the knowl-
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edge of truth in the course of practice. Qur conclusion is the
concrete, historical unity of the subjective and the objective, of
theory and practice, of knowing and doing, and we are opposed
to all erroneous ideologies, whether “Left” or Right, which depart
from concrete history.

In the present epoch of the development of society, the
responsibility of correctly knowing and changing the world has
been placed by history upon the shoulders of the proletariat and
its party. This process, the practice of changing the world, which
is determined in accordance with scientific knowledge, has
already reached a historic moment in the world and in China,
a great moment unprecedented in human history, that is, the mo-
ment for completely banishing darkness from the world and from
China and for changing the world into a world of light such as
never previously existed. The struggle of the proletariat and the
revolutionary people to change the world comprises the fulfilment
of the following tasks: to change the objective world and, at the
same time, their own subjective world — to change their cognitive
ability and change the relations between the subjective and the
objective world. Such a change has already come about in one
part of the globe, in the Soviet Union. There the people are
pushing forward this process of change. The people of China
and the rest of the world either are going through, or will go
through, such a process. And the objective world which is to be
changed also includes all the opponents of change, who, in order
to be changed, must go through a stage of compulsion before
they can enter the stage of voluntary, conscious change. The
epoch of world communism will be reached when all mankind
voluntarily and consciously changes itself and the world.

Discover the truth through practice, and again through
practice verify and develop the truth. Start from perceptual
knowledge and actively develop it into rational knowledge; then
start from rational knowledge and actively guide revolutionary
practice to change both the subjective and the objective world.
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Practice, knowledge, again practice, and again knowledge. This
form repeats itself in endless cycles, and with each cycle the
content of practice and knowledge rises to a higher level. Such
is the whole of the dialectical-materialist theory of knowledge,
and such is the dialectical-materialist theory of the unity of

knowing and doing.

NOTES

1 From L§nin’s notes on ‘‘The Idea” in Hegel’'s The Science of Logic,
Boo%(”III, Section 3. See V. I. Lenin, “Conspectus of Hegel’'s The Science of
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1958, Vol. I1, p. 403, and V. 1. Lenin, Materialism and Empirio-Criticism (second1r
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2 The Movement of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom was the mid-i9th
century-revolutionary peasant movement against the feudal rule and national
oppression of the Ching Dynasty. In January 1851 Hung Hsiu-chuan, Yang
Hsnl.-c'hmg and other leaders launched an uprising in Chintien Viliage in
Ku‘el.plng County, Kwangsi Province, and proclaimed the founding of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Proceeding northward from Kwangsi, their peas-
ant army attacked and occupied Hunan and Hupeh in 1852. In 1853 it marched
through Kiangsi and Anhwei and captured Nanking. A section of the forces
then continued the drive north and pushed on to the vicinity of Tientsin. How-
ever, _the Taiping army failed to build stable base areas in the places it
occup{ed; moreover, after establishing its capital in Nanking, its leading group
co'mmltted many political and military errors. Therefore it was unable to
withstand the combined onslaughts of the counter-revolutionary forces of the

Ching government and the British, U.S. and French aggressors, and was finally
defeated in 1864.
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6 The Yi Ho Tuan Movement was the anti-imperialist armed struggle
which took place in northern China in 1900. The broad masses of peasants,
handicraftsmen and other people took part in this movement. Getting in touch
with one another through religious and other channels, they organized them-
sclves on the basis of secret societies and waged a heroic struggle against the
joint forces of aggression of the eight imperialist powers — the United States,
Britain, Japan, Germany, Russia, France, Italy and Austria. The movement
was put down with indescribable savagery after the joint forces of aggression
occupied Tientsin and Peking.

7The May 4th Movement was an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolu-
tionary movement which began on May 4, ¥919. In the first half of that year,
the victors of World War I, i.e., Britain, France, the United States, Japan,
Italy and other imperialist countries, met in Paris to divide the spoils and
decided that Japan should take over all the privileges previously enjoyed by
Germany in Shantung Province, China. The students of Peking were the first to
show determined opposition to this scheme, holding rallies and demonstrations
on May 4. The Northern warlord government arrested more than thirty
students in an effort to suppress this opposition. In protest, the students of
Peking went on strike and large numbers of students in other parts of the
country responded. On June 3 the Northern warlord government started arrest-
ing students in Peking en masse, and within two days about a thousand were
taken into custody. This aroused still greater indignation throughout the country.
From June § onwards, the workers of Shanghai and many other cities went on
strike and the merchants in these places shut their shops. Thus, what was at
first a patriotic movement consisting mainly of intellectuals rapidly developed
into a national patriotic movement embracing the proletariat, the urban petty
bourgeoisic and the bourgeoisie. And along with the growth of this patriotic
movement, the new cultural movement which had begun before May 4 as a
movement against feudalism and for the promotion of science and democracy,
grew into a vigorous and powerful revolutionary cultural movement whose
main current was the propagation of Marxism-Leninism.

8 The Agrarian Revolutionary War was the revolutionary struggle of the
Chinese people waged under the leadership of the Communist Party from
1927 to 1937, and its main content consisted of the establishment and develop-
ment of Red political power, the spread of the agrartan revolution and armed
cesistance to the rule of Kuomintang reaction. This revolutionary war is also
known as the Second Revolutionary Civil War.

9 See Lenin’s notes on “The Idea” in Hegel's The Science of Logic, Book
III, Section 3, in which he said: “In order to understand, it is necessary em-
pirically to begin understanding, study, to rise from empiricism to the universal.”
(V. I Lenin, “Conspectus of Hegel’s The Science of Logic’, Collected W orks,
Russ. ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 197.)
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ON CONTRADICTION

August 1937

The law of contradiction in things, that is, the law of the unity
of opposites, is the basic law of materialist dialectics. Lenin said,
“Dialectics in the proper sense is the study of contradiction 7 the
very essence of objects”’ Lenin often called this law the essence
of dialectics; he also called it the kernel of dialectics.? In studying
this law, therefore, we cannot but touch upon a variety of ques-
tions, upon a number of philosophical problems. If we can become
clear on all these problems, we shall arrive at a fundamental
understanding of materialist dialectics. The problems are: the two
world outlooks, the universality of contradiction, the particularity
of contradiction, the principal contradiction and the principal
aspect of a contradiction, the identity and struggle of the aspects
of a contradiction, and the place of antagonism in contradiction.

The criticism to which the idealism of the Deborin school®
has been subjected in Soviet philosophical circles in recent years
has aroused great interest among us. Deborin’s idealism has
exerted a very bad influence in the Chinese Communist Party,
and it cannot be said that the dogmatist thinking in our Party
i« unrelated to the approach of that school. Qur present study of

This essay on philosophy was written by Comrade Mao Tsetung after his
essay ‘‘On Practice” and with the same object of overcoming the serious error
of dogmatist thinking to be found in the Party at the time. Originally delivered
as lectures at the Anti-Japanese Military and Political College in Yenan, it was
revised by the author on its inclusion in his Selected W orks.
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philosophy should therefore have the eradication of dogmatist
thinking as its main objective.

. THE TWO WORLD OUTLOOKS

Throughout the history of human knowledge, there have been
two conceptions concerning the law of development of the uni-
verse, the metaphysical conception and the dialectical conception,
which form two opposing world outlooks. Lenin said:

The two basic (or two possible? or two historically
observable?) conceptions of development (evolution) are:
development as decrease and increase, as repetition, and
development as a unity of opposites (the division of a unity

into mutuvally exclusive opposites and their reciprocal
relation).*

Here Lenin was referring to these two different world outlooks.

In China another name for metaphysics is bsuan-bsueh. For
a long period in history whether in China or in Europe, this way
of thinking, which is part and parcel of the idealist world outlook,
occupied a dominant position in human thought. In Europe, the
materialism of the bourgeoisie in its early days was also meta-
physical. As the social economy of many European countries
advanced to the stage of highly developed capitalism, as the
forces of production, the class struggle and the sciences developed
to a level unprecedented in history, and as the industrial prole-
tariat became the greatest motive force in historical develop-
ment, there arose the Marxist world outlook of materialist
dialectics. Then, in addition to open and barefaced reactionary
idealism, vulgar evolutionism emerged among the bourgeoisie
to oppose materialist dialectics.

The metaphysical or vulgar evolutionist world outlook sees
things as isolated, static and one-sided. It regards all things in
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the universe, their forms and their species, as eternally isolated
from one another and immutable. Such change as there is can
only be an increase or decrease in quantity or a change of place.
Moreover, the cause of such an increase or decrease or change
of place is not inside things but outside them, that is, the motive
force is external. Metaphysicians hold that all the different kinds
of things in the universe and all their characteristics have been the
same ever since they first came into being. All subsequent changes
have simply been increases or decreases in quantity. They contend
that a thing can only keep on repeating itself as the same kind of
thing and cannot change into anything different. In their opinion,
capitalist exploitation, capitalist competition, the individualist
ideology of capitalist society, and so on, can all be found in
ancient slave society, or even in primitive society, and will exist
for ever unchanged. They ascribe the causes of social develop-
ment to factors external to society, such as geography and climate.
They search in an over-simplified way outside a thing for the
causes of its development, and they deny the theory of materialist
dialectics which holds that development arises from the contradic-
tions inside a thing. Consequently they can explain neither the
qualitative diversity of things, nor the phenomenon of one quality
changing into another. In Europe, this mode of thinking existed
as mechanical materialism in the 17th and 18th centuries and as
vulgar evolutionism at the end of the 19th and the beginning of
the 20th centuries. In China, there was the metaphysical thinking
exemplified in the saying “Heaven changeth not, likewise the Tao
changeth not”,% and it was supported by the decadent feudal
ruling classes for a long time. Mechanical materialism and vulgar
evolutionism, which were imported from Europe in the last
hundred yeats, are supported by the bourgeoisie.

As opposed to the metaphysical world outlook, the world
outlook of materialist dialectics holds that in order to understand
the development of a thing we should study it internally and in
its relations with other things; in other words, the development
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of things should be seen as their internal and necessary self-
movement, while each thing in its movement is interrelated with
and interacts on the things around it. The fundamental cause of
the development of a thing is not external but internal; it lies in
the contradictoriness within the thing. This internal contradiction
exists in every single thing, hence its motion and development.
Contradictoriness within a thing is the fundamental cause of its
development, while its interrelations and interactions with other
things are secondary causes. Thus materialist dialectics effectively
combats the theory of external causes, or of an external motive
force, advanced by metaphysical mechanical materialism and
vulgar evolutionism. It is evident that purely external causes can
only give rise to mechanical motion, that is, to changes in scale
or quantity, but cannot explain why things differ qualitatively in
thousands of ways and why one thing changes into another. As
a matter of fact, even mechanical motion under external force
occurs through the internal contradictoriness of things. Simple
growth in plants and animals, their quantitative development, is
likewise chiefly the result of their internal contradictions. Similat-
ly, social development is due chiefly not to external but to internal
causes. Countries with almost the same geographical and climatic
conditions display great diversity and unevenness in their devel-
opment. Moreover, great social changes may take place in one
and the same country although its geography and climate remain
unchanged. Imperialist Russia changed into the socialist Soviet
Union, and feudal Japan, which had locked its doors against the
world, changed into imperialist Japan, although no change
occurred in the geography and climate of either country. Long
dominated by feudalism, China has undergone great changes in
the last hundred years and is now changing in the direction of a
new China, liberated and free, and yet no change has occurred in
her geography and climate. Changes do take place in the geog-
raphy and climate of the earth as a whole and in every part
of it, but they are insignificant when compared with changes in
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society; geographical and climatic changes manifest themselves
in terms of tens of thousands of yeats, while social changes
manifest themselves in thousands, hundreds or tens of years, and
even in a few years or months in times of revolution. According
to materialist dialectics, changes in nature are due chiefly to the
development of the internal contradictions in nature. Changes
in society are due chiefly to the-development of the internal
contradictions in society, that is, the contradiction between the
productive forces and the relations of production, the contradic-
tion between classes and the contradiction between the old and
the new: it is the development of these contradictions that pushes
society forward and gives the impetus for the supersession of the
old society by the new. Does materialist dialectics exclude external
causes? Not at all. It holds that external causes are the condition
of change and internal causes are the basis of change, and that
external causes become operative through internal causes. In a
suitable temperature an egg changes into a chicken, but no tem-
perature can change a stone into a chicken, because each has a
different basis. There is constant interaction between the peo-
ples of different countries. In the era of capitalism, and especially
in the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution, the interac-
tion and mutual impact of different countries in the political,
economic and cultural spheres are extremely great. The October
Socialist Revolution ushered in a new epoch in world history as
well as in Russian history. It exerted influence on internal changes
.+ the other countries in the world and, similarly and in a partic-
ularly profound way, on internal changes in China. These
changes, however, were effected through the inner laws of devel-
opment of these countries, China included. In battle, one army
's victorious and the other is defeated; both the victory and the
defeat are determined by internal causes. The one is victorious
either because it is strong or because of its competent general-
ship, the other is vanquished either because it is weak or because
of its incompetent generalship; it is through internal causes that
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external causes become operative. In China in 1927, the defeat of
the proletariat by the big bourgeoisie came about through the
opportunism then to be found within the Chinese proletariat it-
self (inside the Chinese Communist Party). When we liquidated
this opportunism, the Chinese revolution resumed its advance.
Later, the Chinese revolution again suffered severe setbacks at
the hands of the enemy, because adventurism had risen within
our Party. When we liquidated this adventurism, our cause ad-
vanced once again. Thus it can be seen that to lead the revolution
to victory, a political party must depend on the correctness of its
own political line and the solidity of its own organization.

The dialectical world outlook emerged in ancient times both
in China and in Europe. Ancient dialectics, however, had a
somewhat spontaneous and naive character; in the soctal and
historical conditions then prevailing, it was not yet able to form
a theoretical system, hence it could not fully explain the world
and was supplanted by metaphysics. The famous German philos-
opher Hegel, who lived in the late 18th and early 19th centuries,
made most important contributions to dialectics, but his dialectics
was idealist. It was not until Marx and Engels, the great protag-
onists of the proletarian movement, had synthesized the positive
achievements in the history of human knowledge and, in par-
ticular, critically absorbed the rational elements of Hegelian
dialectics and created the great theory of dialectical and historical
materialism that an unprecedented revolution occurred in the
history of human knowledge. This theory was further developed
by Lenin and Stalin. As soon as it spread to China, it wrought
tremendous changes in the world of Chinese thought.

This dialectical world outlook teaches us primarily how to
observe and analyse the movement of opposites in difterent
things and, on the basis of such analysis, to indicate the methods
for resolving contradictions. It is therefore most important for us
to understand the law of contradiction in things in a concrete way.
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II. THE UNIVERSALITY OF CONTRADICTION

For convenience of exposition, I shall deal first with the
universality of contradiction and then proceed to the particularity
of contradiction. The reason is that the universality of contradic-
tion can be explained more briefly, for it has been widely recog-
nized ever since the materialist-dialectical wotld outlook was
discovered and materialist dialectics applied with outstanding
success to analysing many aspects of human history and natural
history and to changing many aspects of society and nature (as
in the Soviet Union) by the great creators and continuers of
Marxism — Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin; whereas the partic-
ularity of contradiction is still not clearly understood by many
comrades, and especially by the dogmatists. They do not under-
stand that it is precisely in the particularity of contradiction that
the universality of contradiction resides. Nor do they understand
how important is the study of the particularity of contradiction
in the concrete things confronting us for guiding the coutse of
revolutionary practice. Therefore, it is necessary to stress the
study of the particularity of contradiction and to explain it at
adequate length. For this reason, in our analysis of the law of
contradiction in things, we shall first analyse the universality of
contradiction, then place special stress on analysing the partic-
ularity of contradiction, and finally return to the universality of

contradiction. |

The universality or absoluteness of contradiction has a twofold
meaning. One is that contradiction exists in the process of devel-
opment of all things, and the other is that in the process of
development of each thing a movement of opposites exists from
beginning to end. |

Engels said, “Motion itself is a contradiction.”® Lenin defined
the law of the unity of opposites as “the recognition (discovery)
of the contradictory, mutually exclusive, opposite tendencies in a/f
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phenomena and processes of nature (including mind and
society)”.” Are these ideas correct? Yes, they are. The interdepend-
ence of the contradictory aspects present in all things and the
struggle between these aspects determine the life of all things
and push ‘their development forward. There is nothing that does
not contain contradiction; without contradiction nothing would
exist.

| Contradiction is the basis of the simple forms of motion (for
instance, mechanical motion) and still more so of the complex
forms of motion.

Engels explained the universality of contradiction as follows:

| If simple mechanical change of place contains a contradic-
tion, this is even more true of the higher forms of motion of
matter, and especially of organic life and its develop-
ment. . . . life consists precisely and primarily in this — that
a being is at each moment itself and yet something else. Life
is therefore also a contradiction which is present in things
and processes themselves, and which constantly originates
a.nd resolves itself; and as soon as the contradiction ceases,
life, too, comes to an end, and death steps in. We likewise
saw that also in the sphere of thought we could not escape
contradictions, and that for example the contradiction be-
tween man’s inherently unlimited capacity for knowledge
and its actual presence only in men who are externally limited
and possess limited cognition finds its solution in what is — at
!east practically, for us — an endless succession of generations
in infinite progress. |
. . one of the basic principles of higher mathematics
1s . . . contradiction. . .

But even lower mathematics teems with contradictions.®

Lenin illustrated the universality of contradiction as follows:

In mathematics: + and —. Differential and integral.
In mechanics: action and reaction.
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In physics: positive and negative electricity.
In chemistry: the combination and dissociation of atoms.
In social science: the class struggle.’

In war, offence and defence, advance and retreat, victory and
Jefeat are all mutually contradictory phenomena. One cannot
exist without the other. The two aspects are at once in conflict
and in interdependence, and this constitutes the totality of a war,
pushes its development forward and solves its problems.

Every difference in men’s concepts should be regarded as
reflecting an objective contradiction. Objective contradictions
.re reflected in subjective thinking, and this process constitutes
the contradictory movement of concepts, pushes forward the
development of thought, and ceaselessly solves problems in man’s
thinking.

Opposition and struggle between ideas of different kinds
constantly occur within the Party; this is a reflection within the
Party of contradictions between classes and between the new
and the old in society. If there were no contradictions in the
Party and no ideological struggles to resolve them, the Party’s
life would come to an end.

Thus it is already clear that contradiction exists universally
and in all processes, whether in the simple or in the complex
forms of motion, whether in objective phenomena ot ideological
phenomena. But does contradiction also exist at the initial stage
of each process? Is there a movement of opposites from begin-
ning to end in the process of development of every single thing?

‘As can be seen from the articles written by Soviet philosophers
criticizing it, the Deborin school maintains that contradiction
appears not at the inception of a process but only when it has
developed to a certain stage. 1f this were the case, then the cause
of the development of the process before that stage would be
external and not internal. Debotin thus reverts to the metaphys-
.cal theories of external causality and of mechanism. Applying
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this view in the analysis of concrete problems, the Deborin school

sees only differences but not contradictions between the kulaks 1
*1'

afld the' peasants in general under existing conditions in the So-
viet Union, thus entirely agreeing with Bukharin.!® In analysin
the Frcj:nch 'Revolution, it holds that before the Revolution fherg
were likewise only differences but not contradictions within the
Third Estate, which was composed of the workers, the peasant
and tl_le bour:geoisie. These views of the Deborin sc,hool are antif
Marmst. This school does not understand that each and eve
Fhfference 'all.:eady contains contradiction and that difference itserl}fr
is com-:radxcuon. Labour and capital have been in contradicti
ever since the two classes came into being, only at first the c:c:)‘?lrj
tradlfztixon had not yet become intense. Even under the social
conditions existing in the Soviet Union, there is a difference
betu‘ree.n workers and peasants and this very difference is a ¢
trac-hctlo.n, although, unlike the contradiction between labour 01'1(;
:la;.pﬂ;al, it will not become intensified into antagonism or assj;le
es:ab?ﬂ[? c1;)13 class strpggle;ﬁ the workers and the peasants have
1shed a firm alliance in the course of socialist construction
and are gradually resolving this contradiction in the course of th
ac;ivance ft:om socialism to communism. The question is one ?
dlfferen_t k.lnds of contradiction, not of the presence or absen Of
contf'admtmn. Contradiction is universal and absolute, it is Ci 0-
ent in the process of development of all things and, ermgafs
every process from beginning to end. ’ N
| Wh"‘ft is meant by the emergence of a new process? The old
unity Wth its constituent opposites yields to a new u-nit ith
its constituent opposites, whereupon a new process emery "
replace the old. The old process ends and the new one bgeesinto
T'he new process contains new contradictions and begins its own
history of t.he development of contradictions. .
arlalz‘&ssi chf:fnul:t1 .pomted out, Marx in. his Capital gave a model
ysts of this movement of opposites which runs through the
process of development of things from beginning to end. This
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.« the method that must be employed in studying the develop-

ent of all things. Lenin, too, employed this method correctly
and adhered to it in all his writings.

" In his Capital, Marx first analyses the simplest, most
ordinary and fundamental, most common and everyday
relation of bourgeois (commodity) society, a relation en-
countered billions of times, viz. the exchange of commodities.
In this very simple phenomenon (in this “cell” of bourgeois
society) analysis reveals all the contradictions (or the germs
of 4ll the contradictions) of modern society. The subsequent
exposition shows us the development (both growth and
movement) of these contradictions and of this society in the
Y [summation] of its individual parts, from its beginning to

its end.
Y.enin added, “Such must also be the method of exposition

(or study) of dialectics in general.”
Chinese Communists must learn this method ; only

they be able correctly to analyse the history and the present state
of the Chinese revolution and infer its future.

then will

III. THE PARTICULARITY OF CONTRADICTION

Contradiction is present in the process of development of all
of development of each thing

e universality and absoluteness
Now let us

things; it permeates the process

from beginning to end. This is th
of contradiction which we have discussed above.

discuss the particularity and relativity of contradiction.

This problem should be studied on several levels.
First, the contradiction in each form of motion of matter has

its particularity. Man’s knowledge of matter is knowledge of its
forms of motion, because there is nothing 1in this world except
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matter in motion and this motion must assume certain forms.
In considering each form of motion of matter, we must observe
the points which it has in common with other forms of motion.
But what is especially important and necessary, constituting as
it does the foundation of our knowledge of a thing, is to observe
what is particular to this form of motion of matter, namely, to
observe the qualitative difference between this form of motion
and other forms. Only when we have done so can we distinguish
between things. Every form of motion contains within itself its
own particular contradiction. This particular contradiction con-
stitutes the particular essence which distinguishes one thing from
another. It is the internal cause or, as it may be called, the basis
for the immense variety of things in the world. There are many
forms of motion in nature, mechanical motion, sound, light, heat,
electricity, dissociation, combination, and so on. All these forms
are interdependent, but in its essence each is different from the
others. The particular essence of each form of motion is deter-
mined by its own particular contradiction. This holds true not
only for nature but also for social and ideological phenomena.
Every form of society, every form of ideology, has its own pat-
ticular contradiction and particular essence.

The sciences are differentiated precisely on the basis of the
particular contradictions inherent in their respective objects of
study. Thus the contradiction peculiar to a certain field of phe-
nomena constitutes the object of study for a specific branch of
science. For example, positive and negative numbers in mathe-
matics; action and reaction in mechanics; positive and negative
electricity in physics; dissociation and combination in chemistry;
forces of production and relations of production, classes and class
struggle, in social science; offence and defence in military science;
idealism and materialism, the metaphysical outlook and the
dialectical outlook, in philosophy; and so on — all these are the
objects of study of different branches of science precisely because
each branch has its own particular contradiction and particular
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essence. Of course, unless we understand the un?versality of
ontradiction, we have no way of discovering the universal cause
or universal basis for the movement or development ?f ‘thmgs;
however, unless we study the particularity of contradiction, we
have no way of determining the particular essence qf a thfng
which differentiates it from other things, no way of discovering
the particular cause or particular basis .fOF thfa movement Of
development of a thing, and no way of dlstlnguxshlng one thing
from another or of demarcating the fields of science.

As regards the sequence in the movement of man’s kno:wle:d-ge,
there is always a gradual growth from the knowlc:dge (:.)f individ-
val and particular things to the knowledge of things in general.
Only after man knows the particular essence of many different
things can he proceed to generalization and know the common
essence of things. When man attains the knowledge of this com-
mon essence, he uses it as a guide and proceeds to study various
concrete things which have not yet been studied, or studied
thoroughly, and to discovet the particular essence c::f each; only
thus is he able to supplement, enrich and develop his knowledge
of their common essence and prevent such knowledge .f{:om
withering or petrifying. These are the two processes of cognition:
one, from the particular to the general, and the other, {rom the
general to the particular. Thus cognition always moves in cycles
and (so long as scientific method is strictly adhered to) eatzh cycle
advances human knowledge a step higher and so makes it more
and more profound. Where our dogmatists ert on this question 1s
that, on the one hand, they do not understand that we ha}re to
study the particularity of contradiction and know the particular
essence of individual things before we can adequately knoxxt the
universality of contradiction and the common essence of things,
and that, on the other hand, they do not understand that after
knowing the common essence of things, we must go further and
study the concrete things that have not yet been thoroughly
studied or have only just emerged. Our dogmatists are lazy-bones.
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They refuse to undertake any painstaking study of concrete things,
they regard general truths as emerging out of the void, they turn
them into purely abstract unfathomable formulas, and thereby
completely deny and reverse the normal sequence by which man
comes to know truth. Nor do they understand the interconnection
of the two processes in cognition — from the particular to the
general and then from the general to the particular. They undet-
stand nothing of the Marxist theory of knowledge.

It is necessary not only to study the particular contradiction
and the essence determined thereby of every great system of the
forms of motion of matter, but also to study the particular con-
tradiction and the essence of each process in the long course of
development of each form of motion of matter. In every form of
motion, each process of development which is real (and not imagi-
nary) is qualitatively different. Our study must emphasize and
start from this point.

Qualitatively different contradictions can only be resolved by
qualitatively different methods. For instance, the contradiction
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie is resolved by the
method of socialist revolution; the contradiction between the great
masses of the people and the feudal system is resolved by the
method of democratic revolution; the contradiction between the
colonies and imperialism is resolved by the method of national
revolutionary war; the contradiction between the working class
and the peasant class in socialist society is resolved by the method
of collectivization and mechanization in agriculture ; contradiction
within the Communist Party is resolved by the method of criticism
and self-criticism; the contradiction between society and nature is
resolved by the method of developing the productive forces. Proc-
esses change, old processes and old contradictions disappear, new
processes and new contradictions emerge, and the methods of
resolving contradictions differ accordingly. In Russia, there was

a fundamental difference between the contradiction resolved by
the February Revolution and the contradiction resolved by the
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October Revolution, as well as between the methods used to
resolve them. The principle of using different methods to resolve
different contradictions is one which Marxist—Ler}im-sts must
strictly obsetve. The dogmatists do not observe this pr1nc1p%e; they
do not understand that conditions differ in difterent kinds of
evolution and so do not understand that different methods should
be used to resolve different contradictions; on the contrary, they
invariably adopt what they imagine to be an unalterable formula
and arbitrarily apply it everywhere, which only causes setbacks
to the revolution or makes a sorry mess of what could have been
done well. -

In order to reveal the particularity of the contradictions in any
process in the development of a thing, in their totality or inter-
connections, that is, in order to reveal the essence of the process,
it is necessary to reveal the particularity of the two aspects of e‘ach
of the contradictions in that process ; otherwise it will be 1m?oss1ble
to discover the essence of the process. This likewise requires the
utmost attention in our study.

Thetre are many contradictions in the course of d?ve{opment
of any major thing. For instance, in the course of China’s l?our-
geois-democratic revolution, where the conditions are exceedingly
complex, there exist the contradiction between all the (?pl?ressed
classes in Chinese society and imperialism, the contradiction bﬁ:—-
tween the great masses of the people and feudalism, the contziac%lc-
tion between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, the contradiction
between the peasantry and the urban petty bourgeoisif: on the one
hand and the bourgeoisie on the other, the contradiction betwe?n
the various reactionary ruling groups, and so on. These COI:ltradlC-
tions cannot be treated in the same way since each has its own
particularity; moreover, the two aspects of each contrszdmtion
cannot be treated in the same way since each aspect has its own
characteristics. We who are engaged in the Chinese revolutxfm
should not only understand the particularity of these contradic-
tions in their totality, that is, in their interconnections, but should
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also study the two aspects of each contradiction as the only means
of understanding the totality. When we speak of understanding
each aspect of a contradiction, we mean understanding what
specific position each aspect occupies, what concrete forms it
assumes in its interdependence and in its contradiction with its
opposite, and what concrete methods are employed in the struggle
with its opposite, when the two are both interdependent and in
contradiction, and also after the interdependence breaks down.
It is of great importance to study these problems. Lenin meant
just this when he said that the most essential thing in Marxism,
the living soul of Marxism, is the concrete analysis of concrete
conditions.’? Our dogmatists have violated Lenin’s teachings;
they never use their brains to analyse anything concretely, and in
their writings and speeches they always use stereotypes devoid
of content, thereby creating a very bad style of work in our Party.

In studying a problem, we must shun subjectivity, one-
sidedness and superficiality. To be subjective means not to look
at problems objectively, that is, not to use the materialist view-
point in looking at problems. I have discussed this in my essay
“On Practice”. To be one-sided means not to look at problems
all-sidedly, for example, to understand only China but not Japan,
only the Communist Party but not the Kuomintang, only the
proletariat but not the bourgeoisie, only the peasants but not the
landlords, only the favourable conditions but not the difficult
ones, only the past but not the future, only individual parts but
not the whole, only the defects but not the achievements, only
the plaintiff’s case but not the defendant’s, only secret revolu-
tionary work but not open revolutionary work, and so on. In a
word, it means not to understand the characteristics of both
aspects of a contradiction. This is what we mean by looking at a
problem one-sidedly. Or it may be called seeing the part but not
the whole, seeing the trees but not the forest. That way it is im-
possible to find the method for resolving a contradiction, it is
impossible to accomplish the tasks of the revolution, to carry
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out assignments well or to develop inner-Party ideological
struggle correctly. When Sun Wu Tzu said in discussing military
science, “Know the enemy and know yourself, and you can fight
2 hundred battles with no danger of defeat”, he was referring to
the two sides in a battle. Wei Cheng!3 of the Tang Dynasty also
anderstood the error of one-sidedness when he said, “Listen to
both sides and you will be enlightened, heed only one side and
you will be benighted.” But our comrades often look at pmblems:
one-sidedly, and so they often run into snags. In the novel Shuz
Hu Chuan, Sung Chiang thrice attacked Chu Village."* Twice
he was defeated because he was ignorant of the local conditions
and used the wrong method. Later he changed his method; first
he investigated the situation, and he familiarized himself with the
maze of roads, then he broke up the alliance between the Li, Hu
and Chu Villages and sent his men in disguise into the enemy
camp to lie in wait, using a stratagem similar to that of the Trojan
Hotse in the foreign story. And on the third occasion he won.
There are many examples of materialist dialectics in Shut Hu
Chuan, of which the episode of the three attacks on Chu Village

is one of the best. Lenin said:

. . . in order really to know an object we must embrace,
study, all its sides, all connections and “mediations”. We shall
never achieve this completely, but the demand for all-sided-
ness is a safeguard against mistakes and rigidity."”

We should remember his words. To be supetficial means to con-
sider neither the characteristics of a contradiction in its totality
nor the characteristics of each of its aspects; it means to deny the
necessity for probing deeply into a thing and minutely studying
the characteristics of its contradiction, but instead merely to look
from afar and, after glimpsing the rough outline, immediately to
try to resolve the contradiction (to answet a question, s?ttle a
dispute, handle work, or direct a military operation). This way
of doing things is bound to lead to trouble. The reason the
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dogmatist and empiricist comrades in China have made mistakes
lies precisely in their subjectivist, one-sided and superficial way
of looking at things. To be one-sided and superficial is at the
same time to be subjective. For all objective things are actually
interconnected and are governed by inner laws, but, instead of
undertaking the task of reflecting things as they really are, some
people only look at things one-sidedly or superficially and know
neither their interconnections nor their inner laws, and so their
method is subjectivist.

Not only does the whole process of the movement of opposites
in the development of a thing, both in their interconnections and
in each of the aspects, have particular features to which we must
give attention, but each stage in the process has its particular
features to which we must give attention too.

The fundamental contradiction in the process of development
of a thing and the essence of the process determined by this
fundamental contradiction will not disappear until the process
is completed; but in a lengthy process the conditions usually
differ at each stage. The reason is that, although the nature of
the fundamental contradiction in the process of development of
a thing and the essence of the process remain unchanged, the
fundamental contradiction becomes more and more intensified
as it passes from one stage to another in the lengthy process. In
addition, among the numerous major and minor contradictions
which are determined or influenced by the fundamental contradic-
tion, some become intensified, some are temporarily or partially
resolved or mitigated, and some new ones emerge; hence the
process is marked by stages. If people do not pay attention to the
stages in the process of development of a thing, they cannot deal
with its contradictions properly.

For instance, when the capitalism of the era of free competi-
tion developed into imperialism, there was no change in the class
nature of the two classes in fundamental contradiction, namely,
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, or in the capitalist essence of
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society; however, the contradiction between these two classes
became intensified, the contradiction between monopoly and non-
monopoly capital emerged, the contradiction between the colonial
powers and the colonies became intensified, the contradiction
among the capitalist countries resulting from their uneven de-
velopment manifested itself with particular sharpness, and thus
there arose the special stage of capitalism, the stage of imperial-
-«m. Leninism is the Marxism of the era of imperialism and pro-
letarian revolution precisely because Lenin and Stalin have
correctly explained these contradictions and correctly formulated
the theory and tactics of the proletarian revolution for their
resolution. |
Take the process of China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution,
which began with the Revolution of 1911; it, too, has several
distinct stages. In particular, the revolution in its period of
bourgeois leadership and the revolution in its period of proletarian
leadership represent two vastly different historical stages. In other
words, proletarian leadership has fundamentally changed the
whole face of the revolution, has brought about a new alignment
of classes, given rise to a tremendous upsurge in the peasant
revolution, imparted thoroughness to the revolution against im-
perialism and feudalism, created the possibility of the transition
trom the democratic revolution to the socialist revolution, and
so on. None of these was possible in the period when the revolu-
tion was under bourgeois leadership. Although no change has
taken place in the nature of the fundamental contradiction in the
process as a whole, i.e., in the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, demo-
cratic-revolutionary nature of the process (the opposite of which
‘s its semi-colonial and semi-feudal nature), nonetheless this
process has passed through several stages of development in the
course of more than twenty years; during this time many great
events have taken place — the failure of the Revolution of 1911
and the establishment of the regime of the Northern warlords,
the formation of the first national united front and the revolution
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of 1924-27,'6 the break-up of the united front and the desertion
of the bourgeoisie to the side of the counter-revolution, the wars
among the new warlords, the Agrarian Revolutionary War, the
establishment of the second national united front and the War
of Resistance Against Japan. These stages are marked by partic-
ular features such as the intensification of certain contradictions
(e.g., the Agrarian Revolutionary War and the Japanese invasion
of the four northeastern provinces!’), the partial or temporary
resolution of other contradictions (e.g., the destruction of the
Northern warlords and our confiscation of the land of the land-
lords), and the emergence of yet other contradictions (e.g., the
conflicts among the new warlords, and the landlords’ recapture
of the land after the loss of our revolutionary base areas in the
south).

In studying the particularities of the contradictions at each
stage in the process of development of a thing, we must not only
observe them in their interconnections or their totality, we must
also examine the two aspects of each contradiction.

For instance, consider the Kuomintang and the Communist
Party. Take one aspect, the Kuomintang. In the period of the
first united front, the Kuomintang carried out Sun Yat-sen’s Three
Great Policies of alliance with Russia, co-operation with the
Communist Party, and assistance to the peasants and workers;
hence it was revolutionary and vigorous, it was an alliance of
various classes for the democratic revolution. After 1927, however,
the Kuomintang changed into its opposite and became a reac-
tionary bloc of the landlords and big bourgeoisie. After the Sian
Incident!® in December 1936, it began another change in the
direction of ending the civil war and co-operating with the Com-
munist Party for joint opposition to Japanese imperialism. Such
have been the particular features of the Kuomintang in the three
stages. Of course, these features have arisen from a variety of
causes. Now take the other aspect, the Chinese Communist Party.
In the period of the first united front, the Chinese Communist
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Party was in its infancy; it courageously led the revolution of
1924-27 but revealed its immaturity in its understanding of the
character, the tasks and the methods of the revolution, and con-
sequently it became possible for Chen Tu-hsivism,® which
appeared during the latter part of this revolution, to assert itself
and bring about the defeat of the revolution. After 1927, the Com-
munist Party courageously led the Agrarian Revolutionary War
and created the revolutionary army and revolutionary base areas;
however, it committed adventurist errors which brought about
very great losses both to the army and to the base areas. Since
1935 the Party has corrected these errors and has been leading the
new united front for resistance to Japan; this great struggle is
now developing. At the present stage, the Communist Party is a
Party that has gone through the test of two revolutions and
acquired a wealth of experience. Such have been the particular
features of the Chinese Communist Party in the three stages.
These features, too, have arisen from a variety of causes. With-
out studying both these sets of features we cannot understand
the particular relations between the two parties during the various
stages of their development, namely, the establishment of a united
front, the break-up of the united front, and the establishment of
another united front. What is even more fundamental for the
study of the particular features of the two parties is the examina-
tion of the class basis of the two parties and the resultant contra-
dictions which have arisen between each party and other forces
at different periods. For instance, in the period of its first co-
operation with the Communist Party, the Kuomintang stood in
contradiction to foreign imperialism and was therefore anti-
imperialist; on the other hand, it stood in contradiction to the
great masses of the people within the country — although in
words it promised many benefits to the working people, in fact
it gave them little or nothing. In the period when it carried on the
anti-Communist war, the Kuomintang collaborated with imperial-
ism and feudalism against the great masses of the people and
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wiped out all the gains they had won in the revolution, and there-
by intensified its contradictions with them. In the present period
of the anti-Japanese war, the Kuomintang stands in contradiction
to Japanese imperialism and wants co-operation with the Com-
munist Party, without however relaxing its struggle against the
Communist Party and the people or its oppression of them. As
for the Communist Party, it has always, in every period, stood
with the great masses of the people against imperialism and
feudalism, but in the present period of the anti-Japanese war, it
has adopted a moderate policy towards the Kuomintang and the
domestic feudal forces because the Kuomintang has expressed
itself in favour of resisting Japan. The above circumstances have
resulted now in alliance between the two parties and now in
struggle between them, and even during the periods of alliance
there has been a complicated state of simultaneous alliance and
struggle. If we do not study the particular features of both aspects
of the contradiction, we shall fail to understand not only the
relations of each party with the other forces, but also the relations
between the two parties.

It can thus be seen that in studying the particularity of any
kind of contradiction — the contradiction in each form of motion
of matter, the contradiction in each of its processes of develop-
ment, the two aspects of the contradiction in each process, the
contradiction at each stage of a process, and the two aspects of
the contradiction at each stage — in studying the particularity of
all these contradictions, we must not be subjective and arbitrary
but must analyse it concretely. Without concrete analysis there
can be no knowledge of the particularity of any contradiction.
We must always remember Lenin’s words, the concrete analysis
of concrete conditions.

Marx and Engels were the first to provide us with excellent
models of such concrete analysis.

When Marx and Engels applied the law of contradiction in
things to the study of the socio-historical process, they discovered
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e contradiction between the productive forces and the relations
of production, they discovered the contradiction between the
exploiting and exploited classes and also the resultant contradic-
ion between the economic base and its superstructure (politics,
ideology, etc.), and they discovered how these contradictions
inevitably lead to different kinds of social revolution in different
kinds of class society.

When Marx applied this law to the study of the economic
structure of capitalist society, he discovered that the basic con-
tradiction of this society is the contradiction between the social
character of production and the private character of ownership.
This contradiction manifests itself in the contradiction between
the organized character of production in individual enterprises
and the anarchic character of production in society as a whole.
Tn terms of class relations, it manifests itself in the contradiction
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

Because the range of things is vast and there is no limit to
their development, what is universal in one context becomes
particular in another. Conversely, what is particular in one
context becomes universal in another. The contradiction in the
capitalist system between the social character of production and
the private ownership of the means of production is common to all
countries where capitalism exists and develops; as far as capital-
ism is concerned, this constitutes the universality of contradiction.
But this contradiction of capitalism belongs only to a certain
historical stage in the general development of class society; as
far as the contradiction between the productive forces and the
relations of production in class society as a whole is concerned,
it constitutes the particularity of contradiction. However, in the
course of dissecting the particularity of all these contradictions
in capitalist society, Marx gave a still more profound, more
adequate and more complete elucidation of the universality of
the contradiction between the productive forces and the relations
of production in class society in general.
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Since the particular is united with the universal and since the
universality as well as the particularity of contradiction is in-
herent in everything, universality residing in particularity, we
should, when studying an object, try to discover both the pat-
ticular and the universal and their interconnection, to discover
both particularity and universality and also their interconnection
within the object itself, and to discover the interconnections of
this object with the many objects outside it. When Stalin explained
the historical roots of Leninism in his famous work, The Founda-
tions of Leninism, he analysed the international situation in which
Leninism arose, analysed those contradictions of capitalism which
reached their culmination under imperialism, and showed how
these contradictions made proletarian revolution a matter for
immediate action and created favourable conditions for a direct
onslaught on capitalism. What is more, he analysed the reasons
why Russia became the cradle of Leninism, why tsarist Russia
became the focus of all the contradictions of imperialism, and
why it was possible for the Russian proletariat to become the
vanguard of the international revolutionary proletariat. Thus,
Stalin analysed the universality of contradiction in imperialism,
showing why Leninism is the Marxism of the era of impetialism
and proletarian revolution, and at the same time analysed the
particularity of tsarist Russian imperialism within this general
contradiction, showing why Russia became the birthplace of
the theory and tactics of proletarian revolution and how the
universality of contradiction is contained in this particularity.
Stalin’s analysis provides us with a model for understanding the
particularity and the universality of contradiction and their
interconnection.

On the question of using dialectics in the study of objective
phenomena, Marx and Engels, and likewise Lenin and Stalin,
always enjoin people not to be in any way subjective and atbitrary
but, from the concrete conditions in the actual objective move-
ment of these phenomena, to discover their concrete contradic-
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tions, the concrete position of each aspect of every contradiction
.nd the concrete interrelations of the contradictions. Our dog-
matists do not have this attitude in study and therefore can never
get anything right. We must take warning from their failure and
learn to acquire this attitude, which is the only correct one
in study. |
The relationship between the universality and the partic-
ularity of contradiction is the relationship between the general
character and the individual character of contradiction. By the
former we mean that contradiction exists in and runs through all
processes from beginning to end: motion, thing-s, ?rocesses,
thinking — all are contradictions. To deny contradiction is to dc::ny
everything. This is a universal truth for all times and all countries,
which admits of no exception. Hence the general character, the
absoluteness of contradiction. But this general character is con-
tained in every individual character; without individual character
there can be no general character. If all individual character were

removed, what general character would remain? It is because each
contradiction is particular that individual character arises. All
individual character exists conditionally and temporarily, and

hence is relative.
This truth concerning general and individual character, con-

cerning absoluteness and relativity, is the quintessence of th.e
problem of contradiction in things; failure to understand it is

tantamount to abandoning dialectics.

[V. THE PRINCIPAL CONTRADICTION AND THE
PRINCIPAL ASPECT OF A CONTRADICTION

There are still two points in the problem of the particularity
of contradiction which must be singled out for analysis,
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namely, the principal contradiction and the principal aspg;;
of a contradiction. o
There are many contradictions in the process of developd
ment of a complex thing, and one of them is necessarily the
principal contradiction whose existence and development det%
mine or influence the existence and development of the *t
contradictions. by

For instance, in capitalist society the two forces in contradicy fi%-
tion, the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, form the prmclpa;
contradiction. The other contradictions, such as those betweep, -3

-1

the remnant feudal class and the bourgeoisie, between the peasagtg“

H
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petty bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisie, between the proletariat
and the peasant petty bourgeoisie, between the non-monopdlf:; b
capitalists and the monopoly capitalists, between bourgeois dc~
mocracy and bourgeois fascism, among the capitalist countries an&*
between imperialism and the colonies, are all determined or in-~ i
fluenced by this principal contradiction. n

In a semi-colonial country such as China, the relationship 3§
between the principal contradiction and the non-principal con- '§
tradictions presents a complicated picture, A

When imperialism launches a war of aggression against such 4
a country, all its various classes, except for some traitors, can

temporarily unite in a national war against imperialism. At such
a time, the contradiction between imperialism and the country ¥
concerned becomes the principal contradiction, while all the 1-‘;.
contradictions among the various classes within the country
(including what was the principal contradiction, between the
teudal system and the great masses of the people) are temporarily
relegated to a secondary and subordinate position. So it was in
China in the Opium War of 1840,% the Sino-Japanese War of
1894%! and the Yi Ho Tuan War of 1900, and so it is now in the
present Sino-Japanese War.

But in another situation, the contradictions change position.
When imperialism carries on its oppression not by war, but by
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milder means — political, eco.nomic .and culttfral --t}11.e mrui:sg
classes 1n semi-colonial countries _ca_pltulate to-lmpe;nahls H;asses
the two form an alliance for the joint oppression of t e passes
of the people. At such a time, the masses often rjs?rtl to CIVIWhile
against the alliance of impel:'lal{sm and the feu 31; C iisaes, o e
imperialism often employs- 1ncl1‘recii methods .ratler- pan direc
action in helping the reactionaries in the semi-co onia cobu e
to oppress the people, aI}d thus the mterna-l cm}lt'radi'cu:)hns Rzic; e
particularly shatp. This is what hr:{ppened in China in the Revolr
tionary War of 1911, the Revolutionary War of 1924-27, o
ten years of Agrarian Revolutionary War after 1927. Wal":s lam %
the various reactionary tuling groups in t'he ser'm-coloma_\, cou;:ll
tries, e.g., the wars among the warlords in China, fall into the
category. _

Sam%{/henga yrew.holutionau:y civil war devel?ps to th'e pomt.of
threatening the very existence of imp.eri.athsm and its runn;lng
dogs, the domestic reactionaries, impemahs-m ofterizl adopts 'ot er
methods in order to maintain its rule; it either tries to split the
revolutionary front from within or sends armed force_s to help Fhe
domestic reactionaries directly. At such a time, foreign 1mper1§l-
ism and domestic reaction stand quite openly at one pole Wl’!lle
the masses of the people stand at the other pole,.thus forming
the principal contradiction which determines or 1nﬂuenf1es tge
development of the other contradictions. The assistance given hy
varjous capitalist countries to the Russian reactionaries after‘ the
October Revolution is an example of armed intervention. Chiang
Kai-shek’s betrayal in 1927 is an example of splitting the revolu-
tionary front.

But whatever happens, there is no doubt at all that at every
stage in the development of a process, thete is only one principal
contradiction which plays the leading role. -

Hence, if in any process there are a number of contrad}ctlons,
one of them must be the principal contradiction playing the
leading and decisive role, while the rest occupy a secondary and
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subordinate position. Therefore, in studying any complex process
in which there are two or more contradictions, we must devote b |
every effort to finding its principal contradiction. Once this prin- B

cipal contradiction is grasped, all problems can be readily solved.

This is the method Marx taught us in his study of capitalist

society. Likewise Lenin and Stalin taught us this method when
they studied imperialism and the general crisis of capitalism and
when they studied the Soviet economy. There are thousands of
scholars and men of action who do not understand it, and the
result is that, lost in a fog, they are unable to get to the heart
of a problem and naturally cannot find a way to resolve its
contradictions.

As we have said, one must not treat all the contradictions in
a process as being equal but must distinguish between the principal
and the secondary contradictions, and pay special attention to
grasping the principal one. But, in any given contradiction,
whether principal or secondary, should the two contradictory
aspects be treated as equal? Again, no. In any contradiction the
development of the contradictory aspects is uneven. Sometimes
they seem to be in equilibrium, which is however only temporary
and relative, while unevenness is basic. Of the two contradictory
aspects, one must be principal and the other secondary. The
principal aspect is the one playing the leading role in the con-
tradiction. The nature of a thing is determined mainly by the
principal aspect of a contradiction, the aspect which has gained
the dominant position.

But this situation is not static; the principal and the non-
principal aspects of a contradiction transform themselves into
each other and the nature of the thing changes accordingly. In a
given process or at a given stage in the development of a con-
tradiction, A is the principal aspect and B is the non-principal
aspect; at another stage or in another process the roles are
reversed — a change determined by the extent of the increase or
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decrease in the force of each aspect in its strgggle against the
other in the course of the development of a t:.hmg. -
We often speak of “the new superseding the Oldd .' -e-
supetsession of the old by the new is a genersal, eternal aE_ mlvuzo
lable law of the universe. The transforma.tlon of one t ing hm-
another, through leaps of difterent fonTls in accordance with 1ts
essence and external conditions — this is the proc?ss.of ;he neWFl
superseding the old. In each thing the:re is contf:adlctmn et.'weef
its new and its old aspects, and this gives rise to a se.rne:sln:)S
struggles with many twists and turns. As a result of ’Fhese stFugga[e] d
the new aspect changes from being minor to being frnsworb ;
rises to predominance, while the old af,pect changes hrom nel:; n‘gt
major to being minor and gradually dies out. And the lrclilo nent
the new aspect gains dominance OvVer the old, the o htt ih:
changes qualitatively into a new thing. It can thus. be_ seti:n tha e
nature of a thing is mainly determined by thc:: principal aspec
the contradiction, the aspect which has ga{ned predom@ance.
When the principal aspect which has ga1fled predominance
changes, the nature of a thing changes accordmg-ly. o
In capitalist society, capitalism has changed its pom::qn rthe
being a subordinate force in the old feudal era 0 efg ;
dominant force, and the nature of society ha§ ac:.cordmgly c angde |
from feudal to capitalist. In the new, cap1tahst€ era, the fel:) a
forces changed from their former dominant position to a su cir-
dinate one, gradually dying out. Such was the case, for example,
‘1 Britain and France. With the development of the produ'ctlve
forces, the bourgeoisie changes from being'a new clas.s playmgla
progressive role to being an old class playmg.a reactionary role,
until it is finally overthrown by the proletariat and be'comes 3
class deprived of privately owned means of productlim ztnt
stripped of power, when it, too, gradually dies out. '];1:16 proletariat,
which is much more numerous than the bf)urge0181e and gr(?ulrls
simultaneously with it but under its 'rule, is a new f'orce Wthh,
initially subordinate to the bourgeoisie, gradually gains strength,
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becomes an independent class playing the leading role in history
and finally seizes political power and becomes the ruling class,
Th?reupon the nature of society changes and the old capitalist;
sol({netybbecomes th‘e new socialist society. This is the path already
;:Iz:e sﬁ;ab){yt?aekiowet Union, a path that all other countries will
| Look.a}t China, for instance. Imperialism occupies the prin-
cipal position in the contradiction in which China has been re-
dut.:ed to a semi-colony, it oppresses the Chinese people, and
Chmaf has been changed from an independent country into a ’semi-
colonial one. But this state of affairs will inevitably change; in
the struggl.e between the two sides, the power of the ChiI;ese
pf:*op{le w;'hlch is growing under the leadership of the proletariat
will inevitably change China from a semi-colony into an independ-
ent countty, whereas imperialism will be overthrown and old
China will inevitably change into New China.

The' change of old China into New China also involves a
change in the relation between the old feudal forces and the new
pf?pular forces within the country. The old feudal landlord class
Wl!l be overthrown, and from being the ruler it will change into
begng the ruled; and this class, too, will gradually die out. From
being the ruled the people, led by the proletariat, will beco;ne the
:liefia Therezupc;n, fzhle nature of Chinese society will change and

| , Semi-colonia 1- i ' '
e 0 4 Semincc SO(:im:}z:.'m::l semi-feudal society will change into a

Instantfes of such reciprocal transformation are found in our
past experience. The Ching Dynasty which ruled China for nearl
three hundred years was overthrown in the Revolution of 1 IIy
and the revolutionary Tung Meng Hui under Sun Yat—segn’,
leadership was victorious for a time. In the Revolutionar Wa:
of 1924-27, the revolutionary forces of the Communist—Kuomi’rntan
alliance in the south changed from being weak to being stmng
and won victory in the Northern Expedition, while the Northerﬁ
warlords who once ruled the roost were overthrown. In 1927, the
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people’s forces led by the Communist Party were greatly reduced
aumerically under the attacks of Kuomintang reaction, but with
the elimination of opportunism within their ranks they gradually
srew again. In the revolutionary base areas under Communist
leadership, the peasants have been transformed from being the
ruled to being the rulers, while the landlords have undergone a
reverse transformation. It is always so in the world, the new dis-
nlacing the old, the old being superseded by the new, the old being
eliminated to make way for the new, and the new emerging out
of the old.

At certain times in the revolutionary struggle, the difticulties
outweigh the favourable conditions and so constitute the principal
aspect of the contradiction and the favourable conditions constitute
the secondary aspect. But through their efforts the revolutionaries
can overcome the difficulties step by step and open up a favourable
new situation ; thus a difficult situation yields place to a favourable
one. This is what happened after the failure of the revolution in
China in 1927 and during the Long March of the Chinese Red
Army. In the present Sino-Japanese War, China is again in a
difficult position, but we can change this and fundamentally
transform the situation as between China and Japan. Conversely,
favourable conditions can be transformed into difficulty if the
revolutionaries make mistakes. Thus the victory of the revolution
of 1924-27 turned into defeat. The revolutionary base areas which
grew up in the southern provinces after 1927 had all suftered defeat
by 1934.

When we engage in study, the same holds good for the contra-
diction in the passage from ignorance to knowledge. At the very
beginning of our study of Marxism, our ignorance of or scanty
acquaintance with Marxism stands in contradiction to knowledge
of Marxism. But by assiduous study, ignorance can be transformed
into knowledge, scanty knowledge into substantial knowledge,
and blindness in the application of Marxism into mastery of

its application.
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Some people think that this is not true of certain contradictions.
For instance, in the contradiction between the productive forces
and the relations of production, the productive forces are the
principal aspect; in the contradiction between theory and practice,
practice is the principal aspect; in the contradiction between the
economic base and the superstructure, the economic base is the
principal aspect; and there is no change in their respective
positions. This is the mechanical materialist conception, not the
dialectical materialist conception. True, the productive forces,
practice and the economic base generally play the principal and
decisive role; whoever denies this is not a materialist. But it must
also be admitted that in certain conditions, such aspects as the
relations of production, theory and the superstructure in turn
manifest themselves in the principal and decisive role. When it is
impossible for the productive forces to develop without a change
in the relations of production, then the change in the relations of
production plays the principal and decisive role. The creation and
advocacy of revolutionary theory plays the principal and decisive
role in those times of which Lenin said, “Without revolutionary
theory there can be no revolutionary movement.” When a task,
no matter which, has to be performed, but there is as yet no guiding
line, method, plan or policy, the principal and decisive thing is
to decide on a guiding line, method, plan or policy. When the
superstructure (politics, culture, etc.) obstructs the development
of the economic base, political and cultural changes become
principal and decisive. Are we going against materialism when
we say this? No. The reason is that while we recognize that in the
general development of history the material determines the
mental and social being determines social consciousness, we also
— and indeed must — recognize the reaction of mental on material
things, of social consciousness on social being and of the super-
structure on the economic base. This does not go against materi-

alism; on the contrary, it avoids mechanical materialism and firmly
upholds dialectical materialism.
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In studying the particularity of contradiction, unless we

examine these two facets — the principal and the non-principal
contradictions in a process, and the principal and the non-principal
aspects of a contradiction — that is, unless we examine the

distinctive character of these two facets of contradiction, we shall

get bogged down in abstractions, be unable to understand

contradiction concretely and consequently be unable to find the
correct method of resolving it. The distinctive character or

particularity of these two facets of contradiction represents th'e
unevenness of the forces that are in contradiction. Nothing in this
world develops absolutely evenly; we must oppose the theor?r qf
even development or the theory of equilibrium. Moreover., it is
these concrete features of a contradiction and the changes in the
principal and non-principal aspects of a contradiction in the
course of its development that manifest the force of the new
superseding the old. The study of the various states of unevenness
in contradictions, of the principal and non-principal contradlctlo‘ns
and of the principal and the non-principal aspects of a cont'radw-
tion constitutes an essential method by which a revolutlon‘ary
political party correctly determines its strategic and tactl.cal
policies both in political and in military affairs. All Communists

must give it attention.

V. THE IDENTITY AND STRUGGLE OF THE
ASPECTS OF A CONTRADICTION

When we understand the universality and the particularity
of contradiction, we must proceed to study the problem of the
identity and struggle of the aspects of a contradif:tion. |

Identity, unity, coincidence, interpenetration, 1nterper-meat10n,
interdependence (or mutual dependence for existence), intercon-
nection or mutual co-operation — all these different terms mean
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th? same thing and refer to the following two points: first, the
existence of each of the two aspects of a contradiction in the
process of the development of a thing presupposes the existence
of the o.ther aspect, and both aspects coexist in a single entity;
second, in given conditions, each of the two contradictory aspects

transfor.ms itself into its opposite. This is the meaning of identity.
Lenin said:

Dialectics is the teaching which shows how opposites can
be and how they happen to be (how they become) identical —
under what conditions they are identical, transforming
themselves into one another, — why the human mind should
ta-lie these opposites not as dead, rigid, but as living, con-
ditional, mobile, transforming themselves into one another.22

What does this passage mean?

The contradictory aspects in every process exclude each other
strflggle with each other and are in opposition to each other,
Without exception, they are contained in the process of develop:-
ment 'of all things and in all human thought. A simple process
contains only a single pair of opposites, while a complex process
contains more. And in turn, the pairs of opposites are in contradic-
tion to one another. That is how all things in the objective world
.:and al_l human thought are constituted and how they are set
in motion.

This being so, there is an utter lack of identity or unity. How
then can one speak of identity or unity?

| The fact is that no contradictory aspect can exist in isolation.
W}thout its opposite aspect, each loses the condition for its
existence. Just think, can any one contradictory aspect of a thing
or of a concept in the human mind exist independently? Without
lffe, there would be no death; without death, there would be no
life. Without “‘above”, there would be no “below”; without
“below”, there would be no “above”. Without misfortune. there
would be no good fortune; without good fortune, there wollld be
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no misfortune. Without facility, there would be no difficulty;
without difficulty, there would be no facility. Without landlords,
there would be no tenant-peasants; without tenant-peasants, there
would be no landlords. Without the bourgeoisie, there would be
no proletariat; without the proletariat, there would be no
bourgeoisie. Without imperialist oppression of nations, there
would be no colonies or semi-colonies; without colonies or semi-
colonies, thete would be no imperialist oppression of nations. It
is so with all opposites; in given conditions, on the one hand they
are opposed to each other, and on the other they are intercon-
nected, interpenetrating, interpermeating and interdependent,
and this character is described as identity. In given conditions, all
contradictory aspects possess the character of non-identity and
hence are described as being in contradiction. But they also possess
the character of identity and hence are interconnected. This 1s
what Lenin means when he says that dialectics studies “how
opposites canbe . . . identical”. How then can they be identical?
Because each is the condition for the other’s existence. This is the
first meaning of identity.

But is it enough to say merely that each of the conttadictory
aspects is the condition for the other’s existence, that there is
identity between them and that consequently they can coexist in
a single entity? No, it is not. The matter does not end with their
dependence on each other for their existence; what i1s more
important is their transformation into each other. That is to say,
in given conditions, each of the contradictory aspects within a
thing transforms itself into its opposite, changes its position to
that of its opposite. This is the second meaning of the identity of
contradiction.

Why is there identity here, too? You see, by means of tevolu-
tion the proletariat, at one time the ruled, is transformed into
the ruler, while the bourgeoisie, the erstwhile ruler, is transformed
into the ruled and changes its position to that originally occupied
by its opposite. This has already taken place in the Soviet Union,
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as it will take place throughout the world. If there were no
interconnection and identity of opposites in given conditions, how
could such a change take place?

The Kuomintang, which played a certain positive role at a
certain stage in modern Chinese history, became a counter-
revolutionary party after 1927 because of its inherent class nature
and because of imperialist blandishments (these being the con-
ditions) ; but it has been compelled to agree to resist Japan because
of the sharpening of the contradiction between China and Japan
and because of the Communist Party’s policy of the united front
(these being the conditions). Things in contradiction change into
one another, and herein lies a definite identity.

Our agrarian revolution has been a process in which the
landlord class owning the land is transformed into a class that
has lost its land, while the peasants who once lost their land are
transformed into small holders who have acquired land, and it
will be such a process once again. In given conditions having and
not having, acquiring and losing, are interconnected; there is
identity of the two sides. Under socialism, private peasant owner-
ship is transformed into the public ownership of socialist agricul-
ture; this has already taken place in the Soviet Union, as it will
take place everywhere else. There is a bridge leading from private
propetrty to public property, which in philosophy is called iden-
tity, or transformation into each other, or interpenetration.

To consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat or the
dictatorship of the people is in fact to prepare the conditions for
abolishing this dictatorship and advancing to the higher stage
when all state systems are eliminated. To establish and build the
Communist Party is in fact to prepare the conditions for the
elimination of the Communist Party and all political parties. To
build a revolutionary army under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party and to carry on revolutionary war is in fact to
prepare the conditions for the permanent elimination of war.
These opposites are at the same time complementary.
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War and peace, as everybody knows, transform themselves
into each other. War is transformed into peace; for instance, the
First World War was transformed into the post-war peace, and
the civil war in China has now stopped, giving place to internal
peace. Peace is transformed into war; for instance, the Kuomin-
tang-Communist co-operation was transformed into war in 1927,
and today’s situation of world peace may be transformed into a
second world war. Why is this so? Because in class society such
contradictory things as war and peace have an identity in given
conditions.

All contradictory things are interconnected; not only do they
coexist in a single entity in given conditions, but in other given
conditions, they also transform themselves into each other. This
is the full meaning of the identity of opposites. This is what Lenin
meant when he discussed “how they happen to be (how they
become) identical — under what conditions they are identical,
transforming themselves into one another™.

Why is it that “the human mind should take these opposites
not as dead, rigid, but as living, conditional, mobile, transforming
themselves into one another”’? Because that is just how things are
in objective reality. The fact is that the unity or identity of oppo-
sites in objective things is not dead or rigid, but is living, con-
ditional, mobile, temporary and relative; in given conditions,
every contradictory aspect transforms itself into its opposite.
Reflected in man’s thinking, this becomes the Marxist world
outlook of materialist dialectics. It is only the reactionary ruling
classes of the past and present and the metaphysicians in their
service who regard opposites not as living, conditional, mobile
and transforming themselves into one another, but as dead and
rigid, and they propagate this fallacy everywhere to delude the
masses of the people, thus seeking to perpetuate their rule. The
task of Communists is to expose the fallacies of the reactionaries
and metaphysicians, to propagate the dialectics inherent in things,
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and so accelerate the transformation of things and achieve the goal
of revolution.

In speaking of the identity of opposites in given conditions,
what we are referring to is real and concrete opposites and the
real and concrete transformations of opposites into one another.
There are innumerable transformations in mythology, for instance,
Kua Fu’s race with the sun in Shan Hai Ching,® Yi’s shooting
down of nine suns in Huai Nan Tu,* the Monkey King’s seventy-
two metamorphoses in Hsi Yu Chi,”® the numerous episodes of
ghosts and foxes metamorphosed into human beings in the Stzange
T'ales of Liao Chai,?® etc. But these legendary transformations of
opposites are not concrete changes reflecting concrete contradic-
tions. They are naive, imaginary, subjectively conceived trans-
formations conjured up in men’s minds by innumerable real and
complex transformations of opposites into one another. Marx
said, “All mythology masters and dominates and shapes the forces
of nature in and through the imagination; hence it disappears as
soon as man gains mastery over the forces of nature.”?’ The
myriads of changes in mythology (and also in nursery tales) delight
people because they imaginatively picture man’s conquest of the
forces of nature, and the best myths possess “eternal charm”, as
Marx put it; but myths are not built out of the concrete contradic-
tions existing in given conditions and therefore are not a scientific
reflection of reality. That is to say, in myths or nursery tales the
aspects constituting a contradiction have only an imaginary
identity, not a concrete identity. The scientific reflection of the
identity in real transformations is Marxist dialectics.

Why can an egg but not a stone be transformed into a chicken?
Why is there identity between war and peace and none between
war and a stone? Why can human beings give birth only to human
beings and not to anything else? The sole reason is that the
identity of opposites exists only in necessary given conditions.
Without these necessary given conditions there can be no
identity whatsoever.

ON CONTRADICTION 123

Why is it that in Russia in 1917 the bourgeois-democratic
February Revolution was directly linked with the proletarian
socialist October Revolution, while in France the bourgeois
revolution was not directly linked with a socialist revolution and
the Paris Commune of 1871 ended in failure? Why is it, on the
other hand, that the nomadic system of Mongolia and Central
Asia has been directly linked with socialism? Why is it that the
Chinese revolution can avoid a capitalist future and be directly
linked with socialism without taking the old historical road of
the Western countries, without passing through a period of
bourgeois dictatorship? The sole reason is the concrete conditions
of the time. When certain necessary conditions are present, certain
contradictions arise in the process of development of things and,
moreover, the opposites contained in them are interdependent and
become transformed into one another; otherwise none of this
would be possible.

Such is the problem of identity. What then is struggle? And
what is the relation between identity and struggle?

Lenin said:

The unity (coincidence, identity, equal action) of opposites
is conditional, temporary, transitory, relative. The struggle of
mutually exclusive opposites is absolute, just as development
and motion are absolute.?

What does this passage mean?

All processes have a beginning and an end, all processes
transform themselves into their opposites. The constancy of all
processes is relative, but the mutability manifested in the trans-
formation of one process into another is absolute.

There are two states of motion in all things, that of relative
rest and that of conspicuous change. Both are caused by the
struggle between the two contradictory elements contained in a
thing. When the thing is in the first state of motion, it is undergoing
only quantitative and not qualitative change and consequently
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presents the outward appearance of being at rest. When the thin
is in the second state of motion, the quantitative change of th!
first state has already reached a culminating point and gives t"ﬁ
to the dissolution of the thing as an entity and thereupon..;,_m;i
qualitative change ensues, hence the appearance of a consplcum
change. Such unity, solidarity, combination, harmony, balanémf
stalemate, deadlock, rest, constancy, equilibrium, solidity, attrmz
tion, etc., as we see in daily life, are all the appearances of thing#:
in the state of quantitative change. On the other hand, the dissolud
tion of unity, that is, the destruction of this solidarity, combinationly’
harmony, balance, stalemate, deadlock, rest, constancy, equ'iliﬁ;f?f _
rium, solidity and attraction, and the change of each into il i

U]
s
;

opposite are all the appearances of things in the state of qualitativé 2%
change, the transformation of one process into another. Thing#
are constantly transforming themselves from the first into ]
second state of motion; the struggle of opposites goes on in bbi‘ﬁ“
states but the contradiction is resolved through the second statéf‘%f{f?
That is why we say that the unity of opposites is conditio_ﬁﬁff&;
temporary and relative, while the struggle of mutually exclusiv;éff;

LERLY - .
A

opposites is absolute.

When we said above that two opposite things can coexist in 1
a single entity and can transform themselves into each othcf
because there is identity between them, we were speaking Of
conditionality, that is to say, in given conditions two contradictofffif .
things can be united and can transform themselves into each |
other, but in the absence of these conditions, they cannot constitutg-i f
a contradiction, cannot coexist in the same entity and cannot, 3R
transform themselves into one another. It is because the identity, S
of opposites obtains only in given conditions that we have said i |
identity is conditional and relative. We may add that the struggle,
between opposites permeates a process from beginning to end and
makes one process transform itself into another, that it is ubig~
witous, and that struggle is therefore unconditional and absolute. 4

T

physics.
the struggle of two contradictory aspects. “Complement each

other” means that in given conditions the two contradictory
aspects unite and achieve identity. Yet struggle is inherent in
identity and without struggle there can be no identity.
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The combination of conditional, relative identity and uncon-

ditional, absolute struggle constitutes the movement of opposites
:n all things.

We Chinese often say, ‘“Things that oppose each other also

complement each other.”® That is, things opposed to each other
have identity. This saying is dialectical and contraty to meta-

“Oppose each other” refers to the mutual exclusion ot

In identity there is struggle, in particularity there is uni-

versality, and in individuality there is generality. To quote Lenin,
«  there is an absolute in the relative.

99314

V. THE PLACE OF ANTAGONISM IN CONTRADICTION

The question of the struggle of opposites includes the question
of what is antagonism. Our answer is that antagonism is one form,
but not the only form, of the struggle of opposites.

In human history, antagonism between classes exists as a
particular manifestation of the struggle of opposites. Consider the
contradiction between the exploiting and the exploited classes.
Such contradictory classes coexist for a long time in the same
society, be it slave society, feudal society or capitalist society,
and they struggle with each other; but it is not until the contradic-
tion between the two classes develops to a certain stage that it
assumes the form of open antagonism and develops into revolu-
tion. The same holds for the transformation of peace into war
in class society. |

Before it explodes, a bomb is a single entity in which opposites
coexist in given conditions. The explosion takes place only when
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a new condition, ignition, is present. An analogous situation arises 4
in all those natural phenomena which finally assume the form of §
open conflict to resolve old contradictions and produce new things. '}

It is highly important to grasp this fact. It enables us to §
understand that revolutions and revolutionary wars are inevitable
in class society, and that without them it is impossible to accom-
plish any leap in social development and to overthrow the
reactionary ruling classes and therefore impossible for the people
to win political power. Communists must expose the deceitful
propaganda of the reactionaries, such as the assertion that social
revolution is unnecessary and impossible. They must firmly uphold
the Marxist-Leninist theory of social revolution and enable the
people to understand that social revolution is not only entirely
necessary but also entirely practicable, and that the whole history
of mankind and the triumph of the Soviet Union have confirmed
this scientific truth.

However, we must make a concrete study of the circumstances
of each specific struggle of opposites and should not arbitrarily
apply the formula discussed above to everything. Contradiction
and struggle are universal and absolute, but the methods of
resolving contradictions, that is, the forms of struggle, differ
according to the differences in the nature of the contradictions.
Some contradictions are characterized by open antagonism, others
are not. In accordance with the concrete development of things,
some contradictions which were originally non-antagonistic de-
velop into antagonistic ones, while others which were originally
antagonistic develop into non-antagonistic ones.

As already mentioned, so long as classes exist, contradictions
between correct and incorrect ideas in the Communist Party are
reflections within the Party of class contradictions. At first, with
regard to certain issues, such contradictions may not manifest
themselves as antagonistic. But with the development of the class

struggle, they may grow and become antagonistic. The history of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union shows us that the con-
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rradictions between the correct thinking of Lenin and Stalip and
+he fallacious thinking of Trotsky,? Bukharin and others did not
1t first manifest themselves 1n an antagonistic f?rrp, but thati later
they did develop into antagonism. There are similar cases in the
history of the Chinese Communist Party. At first the contradictions
between the correct thinking of many of our Party comrades and
‘he fallacious thinking of Chen Tu-hsiu, Chang Kuojta.o33 and
others also did not manifest themselves in an antagonistic form,
but later they did develop into antagonism. At present the
contradiction between correct and incorrect thinking in our Party
does not manifest itself in an antagonistic form, and if comrades
who have committed mistakes can correct them, it will not develop
into antagonism. Therefore, the Party must on the one hand
wage a serious struggle against erroncous thinking, and on the
other give the comrades who have committed errors ample op-
portunity to wake up. This being the case, excessive strugg.le is
obviously inappropriate. But if the people who Pave com@n_:t_ed
errors persist in them and aggravate them, there is the possibility
that this contradiction will develop into antagontism. '

Economically, the contradiction between town and country 1s
an extremely antagonistic one both in capitalist society, where
under the rule of the bourgeoisie the towns ruthlessly plunder the
countryside, and in the Kuomintang areas in China,. where under
the rule of foreign imperialism and the Chinese big compra.dor
bourgeoisie the towns most rapaciously plunder the countr-y31d<_e.
But in a socialist country and in our revolutionary base areas, this
antagonistic contradiction has changed into one that is non-
antagonistic; and when communist society is reached it will
be abolished. | |

Lenin said, “Antagonism and contradiction are not at all one
and the same. Under socialism, the first will disappear, the second
will femain.”3 That is to say, antagonism is one form, but not }:he
only form, of the struggle of opposites; the formula of antagonism

cannot be arbitrarily applied everywhere.
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VII. CONCLUSION

'}Wc:: may now say a few words to sum up. The law of con-
tradiction in things, that is, the law of the unity of opposites is
the fundamental law of nature and of society and therefore z;lso
the fﬁundamental law of thought. It stands opposed to the meta-
p?lysmal world outlook. It represents a great revolution in thé
history ?f human knowledge. According to dialectical materialism
co_ntradlction 1s present in all processes of objectively existin ’
things anii of subjective thought and permeates all these processei
from beginning to end; this is the universality and absoluteness
of :.:ontradiction. Each contradiction and each of its aspects have
their respective characteristics; this is the particularity and
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practical experience will
principles and avoid repe
simple conclusions from out stu

be able to organize their experience into
ating empiricist errors. These are a few
dy of the law of contradiction.

NOTES

1 From Lenin's notes on ‘“The Eleatic School” in Hegel's Lectures on the

History of Philosophy, Vol. L. See V. L. Lenin, “Conspectus of Hegel's Lectures
on the History of Pbilosopby” (1915), Collected Works, Russ. ed., Moscow,

1958, Vol. XXXVIIL, p. 249.
21n his essay “On the Question of Dialectics” (1915), Lenin said, *“The

splitting in two of a single whole and the cognition of its contradictory parts
(see the quotation from Philo on Heraclitus at the beginning of Section 3 ‘On

Cognition’ in Lassalle’s book on Heraclitus) is the essence (one of the ‘essentials’,
characteristics or features) of dialec-

one of the principal, if not the principal,

tics.” (Collected Works, Russ. ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 357.) In
- his “Conspectus of Hegel's The Science of Logic” (September-Decembert 1914),
he said, “In brief, dialectics can be defined as the doctrine of the unity of
' opposites. This grasps the kernel of dialectics, but it requires explanations and

development.” (Ibid., p. 215.)
3 Deborin (1881-1963), a Soviet philosopher, was a member of the Academy
of Sciences of the USSR. 1n 1930 philosophical circles 1n the Soviet Union began
to criticize the Deborin school and pointed out that its errors in separating
and philosophy from politics were idealist in nature.

Collected Works, Russ.

'relati:vity of contradiction. In given conditions, opposites possess
identity, and consequently can coexist in a single entity and can
transform themselves into each other; this again is the particularit

and relatiyity of contradiction. But the struggle of opposites i);
ceaseless, it goes on both when the opposites are coexisting and
when they are transforming themselves into each other, and
becomes especially conspicuous when they are transfo;'min

themselves into one another; this again is the universalit ang
absol.ut__:eness of contradiction. In studying the puau:ticul.m:ity and
relativity of contradiction, we must give attention to the distizction
betw:ee-n the principal contradiction and the non-principal con-
tradictions and to the distinction between the principal aspect
an::l the non-principal aspect of a contradiction; in studyin pthe:
universality of contradiction and the struggle’of oppositgs in
contr.adiction, we must give attention to the distinction between
the different forms of struggle. Otherwise we shall make mistakes

If, thr-ough study, we achieve a real understanding of the essential .
exglamed above, we shall be able to demolish dogmatist idea:
which are contrary to the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism
and detrimental to our revolutionary cause, and our comrades with

theory from practice
4V. . Lenin, “On the Question of Dialectics”,

ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 358.

5 A saying of Tung Chung-shu (179-104 B.C.), a well
Confucianism in the Han Dynasty.

6 Frederick Engels, ‘“Dialectics. Quantity and Quality”, Anti-Dibring
(1877-78), Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1959, P- 166.

7V. . Lenin, *“On the Question of Dialectics”, Collected Works, Russ.
ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIIL, pp. 35758

8 Frederick Engels, op. cit., pp. 166-67.

V. . Lenin, “On the Question of Dialectics”’,
ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIIIL, p. 357

10 Bukharin (1888-1938) headed an anti-Leninist faction in the Russian
revolutionary movement. Later he joined a traitorous group, was expelled from
the Party in 1937, and sentenced to death by the Soviet Supreme Court in 1938.

“known exponent of

Collected W orks, Russ.
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Here Comrade Mao Tsetung criticized the erroneous view, which had long
be_:cn‘advocated by Bukharin, of covering up class contradictions and sub-
stituting cl_ass collaboration for class struggle. In the years 1928-2¢ when the
Soviet FJnmn was preparing for the all-round collectivization of agriculture
Bukbarin pressed his erroneous view more openly than ever, endeavouring t(;
cover up the class contradiction between the rich peasants and the poor and
middle peasants and to oppose resolute struggle against the rich peasants. He
also {namtained the fallacy that the working class could form an alliance with
the rich peasants who could “grow into socialism peacefully”.

11 . 8t :
V. I. Lenin, “On the Question of Dialectics”, Collected Works, Russ.
ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 358-59.

N ft{See V. L Lenin, *“ ‘Communism’” (June 12, 1920), in which Lenin
cntf::lt'zmg the leader of the Hungarian Communist Party Bela Kun,'said tha;
he gives up the most essential thing in Marxism, the living soul of Marxism
the concrete analysis of concrete conditions”. (Collected Works, Russ. ed,
Moscow, 1950, Vol. XXXI, p. 143.) | ’ o

13 : . . ) .
Wei Cheng (A.D. 580-643) was a statesman and historian of the Tang
Dynasty.

Y 8bui Hu Chuan (Heroes of the Marshes), a famous 14th century Chinese
novel, 'describes a peasant war towards the end of the Northern Sung Dynasty
Chu Village was in the vicinity of Liangshanpo, where Sung Chiang, leader oé
the peasant uprising and hero of the novel, established his base. Chu Chao-
feng, the head of this village, was a despotic landlord.

15 | sn ¢ ; : '
V. I_. Lenin, “Once Again on the Trade Unions, the Present Situation
and the Mlstakesiof Trotsky and Bukharin” (January 1921), Selected Works
Eng. ed., International Publishers, New York, 1943, Vol. IX, p. 66. ’

16 The revolut.io_n of 1924-27, also known as the First Revolutionary Civil
Wa_r, was an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolutionary struggle, whose
main content was the Northern Expedition carried -out on the basi; of co-
operation _bctwccn the Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang. After
c_onsohdating its revolutionary base areas in Kwangtung Province, the ;:evolu-
tionary army which was established jointly by the two partie; started its
northward expedition against the imperialist-nurtured Northern warlords in
July 1926 and won the warm support of the broad masses of workers and
peasants. It occupied most of the provinces along the Yangtse and Yellow
Rivers in the second half of 1926 and the first half of 1927. While the revolution
was forging ahead successfully, the reactionary cliques within the Kuomintang
'headed by Chiang Kai-shek and by Wang Ching-wei (both representing the
interests of the comprador and landlord classes) staged two counter-revolu-
tionary coups d’état with the support of imperialism, the first in April 1927 and
the §econd in July. The Rightist ideas then to be found in the Chinese Com-
munist Party, which were tepresented by Chen Tu-hsiu, developed into a
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capitulationist line, so that the Party and the people were not in a position to
organize effective resistance to the sutprise attacks launched by the Kuomintang

reactionary cliques, and the revolution suffered defeat.

17 The “four northeastern provinces” were then Liaoning, Kirin, Heilung-
kiang and Jehol, which correspond to the present Liaoning, Kirin and Heilung-
kiang Provinces, the northeastern part of Hopei Province north of the Great
Wall and the eastern part of the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region. After

the September 18th Incident which took place in 1931, the Japanese invaders
occupied Liaoning, Kirin and Heilungkiang and later, in 1933, seized Jehol.

18 Under the influence of the Chinese Red Army and the people’s anti-
Japanese movement, the Kuomintang’s Northeastern Army headed by Chang
Hsueh-liang and the Kuomintang’s 17th Route Army headed by Yang Hu-cheng
accepted the policy of the anti-Japanese national united front proposed by the
Communist Party of China, and demanded that Chiang Kai-shek should unite
with the Communist Party to resist Japan. Chiang Kai-shek not only refused
but became still more perverse and stepped up his military preparations for
the “suppression of the Communists” and repressed the students’ anti-Japanese
movement in Sian. On December 12, 1936 Chang Hsueh-liang and Yang Hu-
cheng staged the Sian Incident and arrested Chiang Kai-shek. After the
occurrence of the incident, the Chinese Communist Party expressed firm support
for Chang Hsueh-liang’s and Yang Hu-cheng'’s patriotic action, and at the same
time held that the incident should be settled on the basis of unity and resistance
to Japan. On December 25 Chiang Kai-shek was compelled to accept the terms
of unity with the Communist Party against Japan, and he was then set free and
returned to Nanking. |

19 Chen Tu-hsiu was a radical democrat around the time of the May 4th
Movement. Later, under the influence of the October Socialist Revolution he
became one of the founders of the Chinese Communist Party. For six yeats
after the founding of the Party he held the leading position in the Central
Committee. His thinking had long been strongly Rightist. In the latter part of
the 1924-27 revolution, it developed into a line of capitulationism. The capit-
ulationists represented by Chen Tu-hsiu “voluntarily gave up the Party’s
leadership of the peasant masses, urban petty bourgeoisie and middle bour-
geoisie, and in particular gave up the Party’s leadership of the armed forces,
thus causing the defeat of the revolution”. (‘““The Present Situation and Our
Tasks”, Selected Works of Mao Tsetung, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1969, Vol. IV,
p. 171.) After the defeat of 1927 Chen Tu-hsiu and a handful of other capitula-
tionists lost faith in the future of the revolution and became liquidationists.
They took a reactionary Trotskyite stand and formed a small anti-Party group
together with the Trotskyites. Consequently Chen Tu-hsiu was expelled from
the Party in November 1929. He died in 1942.

2 For many decades, beginning with the end of the 18th century, Britain
exported an increasing quantity of opium to China. This traffic not only
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sEJbiccted the Chinese people to drugging but also plundered China of her
silver. It 'araused fierce opposition in China. In 1840, under the pretext of
safeguardmg- its trade with China, Britain launched armed aggression against
Per. The Chinese troops led by Lin Tse-hsu put up resistance, and the people
in _Canton spontancously organized the “Quell-the-British Corps”, which dealt
serious blt?ws to the British forces of aggression. In 1842, however, the corrupt
Ching regime stgned the Treaty of Nanking with the British aggressor. This
treaty p'rowded for the payment of indemnities and the cession of Hongkong
to Britain, and stipulated that Shanghai, Foochow, Amoy, Ningpo and Canton
were to l?e opened to British trade and that tariff rates for British goods
imported into China were to be jointly fixed by China and Britain.

2 .
X The Smo:]apa::.tese War of 1894 was started by Japanese imperialism for
the purpose of invading Korea and China. Many Chinese soldiers and some
phatrmnc ge_nerals put up a heroic fight. But China suffered defeat because of
II:ne é:orrrl:)ménh.of the Ching government and its failure to prepare resistance
1895 the Ching government concluded th i :
i e e shameful Treaty of Shimonoseki
22 From Lenin’s notes on “D i i
. : cterminateness (Quality)” in Hegel’s The
Sciarzce of Log{c, Book I, Section 1. V. I. Lenin, “Conspectus of Hegel’s The
Science of Logic”, Collected Works, Russ. ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII
PpP. 97-98. |
23 . .
- Sban.Haz Ching (Book of Mountains and Seas) was written in the era
of the Warring States (403-221 B.C.). In one of its fables Kua Fu, a superman

pursued and _overtook the sun. But he died of thirst, whereupon his staff was
transformed into the forest of Teng.

AYi is one of the legendary heroes of ancient China, famous for his
archery. According to a legend in Huai Nan Tzu, compiled in the 2nd centur
B.C., there were ten suns in the sky in the days of Emperor Yao. To put ag
end to the _damage to vegetation caused by these scorching suns, Emperor Yao
ordered Yi to shoot them down. In another legend recordeci by Wang Yi
(2nd century A.D.), the archer is said to have shot down nine of the ten funs

25 » . . .
, h‘Hﬂ' Yu Chi (Pilgrimage to the West) is a 16th century novel, the hero
0 '1iw' ich is the monkeyf god Sun Wu-kung. He could miraculously change at
will into seventy-two different shapes, such as a bird, a tree and a stone

2 : -
- TI!e Stmnﬁi‘szaZes of Liao Chai, written by Pu Sung-ling in the 17th
ntury, i1s a well-known collecti
oy collection of 431 tales, mostly about ghosts and
97 y . ..
b Karl Mbarx;: Introduction to the Critique of Political Economy”, A Con-
rioution to tbe Critique of Political Economy, E ' |
y, Eng. ed., Chicago,
Company, 1904, pp. 310-IL ; o, Rerr &
2 The Paris Commune was i
the first proletarian organ of state i
_ power in
world history. On March 18, 1871, the French proletariat launched an uprising
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in Paris and seized power. Led by the proletariat, the Paris Commune was
founded on March 28 through election. It was the first revolutionary attempt of
the proletariat to smash the bourgeois state machinery and an unprecedented
feat to substitute proletarian state power for the bourgeois state power which
had been overthrown. Not being mature enough at the time, the French pro-
letariat failed to unite with its ally, the peasant masses, was too lenient to
the counter-revolution and did not launch resolute military attacks in good
time. Thus the counter-revolution could unhurriedly muster its routed forces,
make a comeback and perpetrate a savage massacre of the people who took
part in the uprising. The Paris Commune fell on May 28.

2 V. 1. Lenin, “On the Question of Dialectics”, Collected Works, Russ.

ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 358.

30 The saying “Things that oppose each other also complement each other”
first appeared in the History of the Earlier Han Dynasty by Pan Ku, a
celebrated historian in the 1st century A.D. It has long been a popular saying.

31 V. I Lenin, “On the Question of Dialectics”, Collected Works, Russ.

ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 358.

32 Trotsky (1879-1940) headed an anti-Leninist faction in the Russian
revolutionary movement and later degenerated and joined the gang of counter-
revolution. He was expelled from the Party by the Central Committee of the
C.P.S.U. (B.) in 1927, banished by the Soviet government in 1929 and deprived

of Soviet nationality in 1932.

33 Chang Kuo-tao was a renegade from the Chinese revolution. Speculating
on the revolution, he joined the Chinese Communist Party in his youth. In the
Party he made many mistakes and ended by committing grave crimes. Most
notoriously, in 1935 he opposed the Red Army’s northward match, advocating
a defeatist and liquidationist withdrawal by the Red Army to the minority-
nationality areas on the Szechuan-Sikang border (the province of Sikang was
abolished in 1955; now one part of it is under the jurisdiction of Szechuan
Province and the other under that of the Tibet Autonomous Region), and he
engaged in openly traitorous activities against the Party and the Central
Committee, established his own bogus central committee, disrupted the unity
of the Party and the Red Army, and caused heavy losses to its Fourth Front
Army. Thanks to patient education by Comrade Mao Tsetung and the Central
Committee, the Fourth Front Army and its numerous cadres soon came back
under the correct leadership of the Central Committee and played an honourable
part in subsequent struggles. Chang Kuo-tao, however, proved incorrigible,
escaped by himself from the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region in the spring
of 1938 and joined the Kuomintang secret police.

3% V. L. Lenin, “Remarks on N. I. Bukharin’s Economics of the Transi-
tional Period” (May 1920), Selected Works, Russ. ed., Moscow-Leningrad,

1931, Vol. XI, p. 357.




COMBAT LIBERALISM

September 7, 1937

We stand for active ideological struggle because it is the
weapon for ensuring unity within the Party and the revolutionary
organizations in the interest of our fight. Every Communist and
revolutionary should take up this weapon.

But liberalism rejects ideological struggle and stands for
unprincipled peace, thus giving rise to a decadent, philistine
attitude and bringing about political degeneration in certain units
and individuals in the Party and the revolutionary organizations.

Liberalism manifests itself in various ways.

To let things slide for the sake of peace and friendship when
a person has clearly gone wrong, and refrain from principled
argument because he is an old acquaintance, a fellow townsman,
a schoolmate, a close friend, a loved one, an old colleague or old
subordinate. Or to touch on the matter lightly instead of going
into it thoroughly, so as to keep on good terms. The result is that
both the organization and the individual are harmed. This is one
type of liberalism.

To indulge in irresponsible criticism in private instead of
actively putting forward one’s suggestions to the organization. To
say nothing to people to their faces but to gossip behind their
backs, or to say nothing at a meeting but to gossip afterwards. To
show no regard at all for the principles of collective life but to

follow one’s own inclination. This is a second type.

To let things drift if they do not affect one personally; to say
as little as possible while knowing perfectly well what is wrong,
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to be worldly wise and play safe and seek only to avoid blame.
This is a third type.

Not to obey orders but to give pride of place to one’s own
opinions. To demand special consideration from the organization
but to reject its discipline. This is a fourth type.

To indulge in personal attacks, pick quarrels, vent personal
spite or seek revenge instead of entering into an argument and
struggling against incorrect views for the sake of unity ot progress
or getting the work done properly. This is a fifth type.

To hear incorrect views without rebutting them and even to
hear counter-revolutionary remarks without reporting them, but
instead to take them calmly as if nothing had happened. This 1s
a sixth type.

To be among the masses and fail to conduct propaganda and
agitation or speak at meetings or conduct investigations and
inquiries among them, and instead to be indifferent to them and
show no concern for their well-being, forgetting that one is a
Communist and behaving as if one were an ordinary non-Commu-
nist. This is a seventh type. ,

To see someone harming the interests of the masses and yet
not feel indignant, or dissuade or stop him or reason with him,
but to allow him to continue. This is an eighth type.

To work half-heartedly without a definite plan or direction;
to work perfunctorily and muddle along — “So long as one re-
mains a monk, one goes on tolling the bell.” This is a ninth type.

To regard oneself as having rendered great service to the
revolution, to pride oneself on being a veteran, to disdain minor
assignments while being quite unequal to major tasks, to be
slipshod in work and slack in study. This is a tenth type.

To be aware of one’s own mistakes and yet make no attempt
to correct them, taking a liberal attitude towards oneself. This
is an eleventh type. |

We could name more. But these eleven are the principal types.

They are all manifestations of liberalism.
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Liberalism is extremely harmful in a revolutionary collective,
It is a corrosive which eats away unity, undermines cohesion, §
causes apathy and creates dissension. It robs the revolutionary
ranks of compact organization and strict discipline, prevents
policies from being carried through and alienates the Party or- |

ganizations from the masses which the Party leads. It is an ex-
tremely bad tendency.

Liberalism stems from petty-bourgeois selfishness, it places
personal interests first and the interests of the revolution second,
and this gives rise to ideological, political and organizational
liberalism.

People who are liberals look upon the principles of Marxism
as abstract dogma. They approve of Marxism, but are not pre-
pared to practise it or to practise it in full; they are not prepared
to replace their liberalism by Marxism. These people have their
Marxism, but they have their liberalism as well — they talk
Marxism but practise liberalism: they apply Marxism to others
but liberalism to themselves. They keep both kinds of goods in
stock and find a use for each. This is how the minds of certain
people work.

Liberalism is a manifestation of opportunism and conflicts
fundamentally with Marxism. It is negative and objectively has
the effect of helping the enemy; that is why the enemy welcomes
its preservation in our midst. Such being its nature, there should
be no place for it in the ranks of the revolution.

- We must use Marxism, which is positive in spirit, to overcome
liberalism, which is negative. A Communist should have largeness
of mind and he should be staunch and acttve, looking upon the
interests of the revolution as his very life and subordinating his
personal interests to those of the revolution; always and every-
where he should adhere to principle and wage 2a tireless struggle
against all incorrect ideas and actions, so as to consolidate the
collective life of the Party and strengthen the ties between the
Party and the masses; he should be more concerned about the
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Party and the masses than about any individual, and mt:)rc;l CO];:
cerned about others than about himself. Only thus can he
considered a Communist. | | .
All loyal, honest, active and upright COI‘IllTll.}tllStS mlust: 1;1:; -
to oppose the liberal tendencies shown by certain peopke a one
a1s. and set them on the right path. This is one of the tasks on
’ -

ideological front.
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plained the reasons for sustaining a long war by means of a
long-term national united front against Japan and the methods
for doing so, and we have analysed the international situation.
What problems then remain? Comrades, there is one more prob-

THE ROLE OF
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY
IN THE NATIONAL WAR

October 1938

) n;c:;;adez, the prospects ahead of us are bright. Not only is
0 Chin;yb0: us to defea{: Japanese imperialism and build a
e , but we are f:ertamly capable of achieving these aims.
wever, there is a difficult road ahead between the present and
gue brlghf: future. In the struggle for a new China, the Chinese
: goglil:slsl;rzsti If"ari:yl and the whole people must fight the Japanese
esressors Wa [;1 anned way an'd can defeat them only through
problems rc::latiflg ?Z ihﬂffifyvzaldha o deail e experio

. - . . We have summed up the experi
gigl::d S:E;e its outbreak and appraised the pxisent siI:::ualfiI::rzle
urgent tasks confronting the whole nation and ex:

from—

This

Session Off;]iogtix:]asc m'au:lei by Co.rnrade Mao Tsetung to the Sixth Plenary
oo b ey encral Gomumitee of the Party. The session endorsed ¢he
impoctant one. I [::ad‘ ureau headed by Comrade Mao Tsetung and was a very
Patty in the I-nu:imlslcusmng the question of the role of the Chinese Communist
conscientiously to ah Wladr he helped a’ll comrades cleatly to understand and
leading the War ostou- er the Party’s great and historic responsibility of
the line of persisti ?SIStﬁnce égam“ Japan. The plenary session decided on
sointed : ng in the anti-Japanese united front, but at the same tim

out that there had to be struggle as well as unity within the unite:cl'3

front a e e
not suitﬁd(:hifhat the proposition, Everything through the united front”, did
inese conditions. Thus the error of accommodationism in rega’rd ;

0
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‘n the national war, or how Communi
own role, strengthen themselves and close their ranks in order

0 be able to lead this war to victory and not to defeat,

lem, namely, what role the Chinese Communist Party should play

ists should understand their

PATRIOTISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

Can a Communist, who is an ‘nternationalist, at the same
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