COMRADE LIN PIAO'S SPEECH ·
AT THE MASS RALLY CELEBRATING THE
GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL
REVOLUTION
(August 18, 1966)

Comrades, Students:
First of all, on behalf of our great leader Chairman Mao and
on behalf of the Party's Central Committee, I give you greetings!
We firmly support your proletarian revolutionary spirit of
daring to break through, to act, to make revolution and to rise
up in rebellion!
Our Chairman Mao_ is the highest commander of this great
proletarian cultural revolution. Chairman Mao is the supreme
commander. Under the guidance of the great supreme commander, Chairman Mao, and faithfully following his instructions, we will certainly carry the great cultural revolution
forward smoothly and win a great victory! The great proletarian cultural revolution initiated by Chairman Mao is a great creation in the communist movement, a
great creation in the socialist revolution!
'
The great proletarian cultural revolution is aimed precisely
at eliminating bourgeois ideology, establishing proletarian
ideology, remoulding people's souls, revolutionizing their
ideology,• digging out the· roots of revisionism, and consolidating and developing the socialist system.
We will overthrow those in authority who are taking the
capitalist road, overthrow the reactionary bourgeois author29
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ities and all bourgeois royalists, oppose ·any act to suppress
the revolution, and overthrow all ghosts and monsters!
We will energetically eradicate all the old ideas, culture,
customs and habits of the exploiting classes, and transform all
those parts of the superstructure that do not correspond to the
socialist economic base. We will sweep out all the vermin and
remove all obstacles!
We will .make vigorous efforts to establish proletarian
authorities and the new ideas, culture, customs and habits of
the proletariat. In a word, we will work with great energy so
that Mao Tse-tung's thought achieves complete ascendancy.
'
We will enable hundreds of millions of people to grasp Mao
Tse-tung's thought, ensure that it seizes all ideological positions, apply it in transforming the mental outlook of the whole
of society, and enable Mao Tse-tung's thought, this great spiritual force, to transform into a great matenial force!
The current great cultural revolution is a tremendous event
affecting the destiny and the future of our Party and our
country!
•
On what do we rely to make this great cultural revolution
successful? We rely on the great thought of Mao Tse-tung
and on the wisdom and strength of the masses!
Chairman Mao is the most outstanding leader of the proletariat in the present era and the greatest genius in the present era. Chairman Mao has the strongest faith in the masses.
He pays the greatest attention to them. He gives the strongest
support to the revolutionary movement of the masses. His
heart beats with the hearts of the revolutionary masses!
Mao Tse-tung's thought marks a completely new stage in
the development of Marxism-Leninism. It is Marxism-Leninism at the highest level in the present era. It is contemporary
Marxism-Leninism for remoulding the souls of the people. It
is the most powerful ideological weapon of the proletariat.
The people are the makers of history. Once they master Mao
Tse-tung's thought, they will become the wisest and the most
courageous people, capable of exerting inexhaustible strength!
.

With the brilliant leadership of Chairman Mao and having
mastered Mao Tse-tung's thought which is the sharpest weapon ' we will be invincible and all-conquering and will achieve
.
complete victory in the great proletarian cultural revolution!
The Decision Concerning the Great Proletarian· Cultural
Revolution recently promulgated by the Party's Central Committee was drawn up under the personal direction of the great
leader Chairman Mao. It is the magnificent programme of
the great proletarian cultural revolution
and the latest embodi•
ment of Mao Tse-tung's thought. We must resolutely act in
· accordance with this decision, arouse the masses boldly, firmly
oppose any methods of doing things which the masses should
be left to do for themselves, firmly rely on the revolutionary
Left, win over the middle and unite with the great majority, concentrate all forces to strike· at the handful of ultrareactionary Rightists, and thus carry the great proletarian
cultural revolution through to the end!
The great cultural revolution is a long-term task. Inbetween, there will be campaigns and small campaigns. It
will last a very long time. So long as bourgeois ideology
exists, we will fight on to the end!
The present campaign is a big one; it is a general attack on
the ideas of the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes.
Under the leadership of Chairman Mao, we must launch fierce
attacks on bourgeois ideology, old customs and old forces of
habit! We must thoroughly topple, smash and discredit the
counter-revolutionary revisionists, bourgeois Rightists and
reactionary bourgeois authorities, and they must never be
allowed to rise again!
Long live the great proletarian cultural revolution!
Long live the great Chinese people!
Long live the great Communist Party of China!
Long live the great thought of Mao Tse-tung!
Long live the great leader Chairman Mao! Long live, long
live Chairman Mao!
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