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‘other reading in-connection with the subjects dealt with provide a system of cross-references. -

‘oft this subject.

at ﬂrst readmg, very ha.rd to understa.nd Sometxmes thts is due to the mhe ¢

FOREWORD
This Readers’ Gulde has beén prepared with the object of helping both stud 7
engaged in self-study of the Marxist Classics and tutors of polmca.l education classes.
aims at gwmg a survey of works available to English readers in the current standa.rd coll
tions, covering the whol€ scope of Marxist-Leninist theory.
For this purpose the following classification of the material hag been’ adopted

1. Writings dealing briefly with the life and work of the four great teachers, Maz;x, |
Engels, Lenin and Stalin.

2. The most basic and comprehenswe works settmg forth the general pn“nc;plm of
Marxism-Leninism. = -

3. Works dealing specifically with the general pnnclplts of . dla.lecucal and hlstorma,l
materialism.

Works dealing spemﬁcally w1th polmcal economy. R

Works concerned above all with the principles of the organisation, strategy a.ndl
tactics of the working-class party, in the period up to the socialist revolution.,
Works dealing with the development of the democratic re%luuon in Europe, and .
‘with the problems- of the tra.nsmon from the bourgems-democrauc revolution to
the socialist revolution. .

r7. Writings and speeches by Lenin and Stalin i in the period of the prepa.ratton a‘nd
carrying through of the Great October Socialist R ?volutxon.-

8. Writings and speeches by Stalin in the period of the buxldmg of somahsm‘ in the
[ U.S.S.R., up to the Second World War. :

g Last_ly, works by Lenin and Stalin on the national and colonial quwtlon. v

- A short introduction is provided to ea.ch part, and a summary is gwen of the lcon@ts )
of each work and of theprincipal-lessons—to be learned from it. "Footnote x‘eferenc §1 tor

.?

ATl

A reference index is prov1ded at the end of the Guide, together with an index of titles
showmg in what English editions the various works referréd to are to be found. .

It is hoped that this plari will help readers to find their way among the many Wor
".available, to decide what to tackle and where to begm, and to'get the ma.xiinnml ow
the study of each particular work read. v .

_ 'The .Guide is also designed tp help readers to find pa.rucula.r passa.gw>
‘particular subjects, for purposes of study or. reference, ,
should form the/ habit-of contmually ¢ consu‘ftmg the classics » cannot be too mie
_. For example, the reader may be concerned in. current polmcaT work with
" nationalisation of industry and state capitalism. By thé joint use «of the reference ind
" and the summaries he will be able easily to find where to consult Engels,

.

A word of advice to inexperienced readers. . - - .
In readmg the Matxist classics one often comes upon whole passages, which are

3



thréads .agam when the difficult passage is past. And with more extensive
greater familiarity with the subject, you can return to the work again and
dxfﬁculty no longer exists or at ‘all events is lened If, on the other‘ '

ds d.tf_ﬁcult or unfamiliar words, it is hoped that this guide, and the various
ons a;nd references given in it, may give some help in the mastery of such words.

is nota dogma but a guide to action. In studying Marxism, it is never a quesuon
ceértdin phrasw and definitions by heart, but of learning how the prmmples of
were developed in the course of the struggle for socialism and how we in our turn
ly and develop Marxism in our own struggle. In proportion as we can advance
ﬂy of Marxlsm we are eqmppmg ourselves the better for pracucal political work

g .‘ . . . ”. ,,.' K

v

bqok went to pre:.r, it has been anmmnced that an Englu'h translation
Stalzn is bemg pubhslwd in the U.S.S. R. and wtll

im, ﬁortant writings by Stalm, datmg from both bgfare’ and, aﬁer thc
ocialist Revolution. . - The presenit Guide, however, reférs only to those.
alm, mast{y dating from aﬂer Lenin’s. death which havé hitherfo beén
in English (with the exception qf ‘his speéches durmg and after
'lW ar, which are fiot included-heré).  The present Guide is, therefore,
] miplete as regards Stalin’s works. English readers will be able

ove adagiiate under:taadmg of the full extentlof Stalift’s contribution
s ariisn the prom:sed volumes qf the Collécled Worlc.r appear.




. MARX,ENGELS LENINANDSTALIN

INTRODUCTION

Marx and Engels were the founders of scientific socialism. ~Their mchmgs have b
continued and developed by Lenin and Stalin. The classics of Marxism comprise’ the
of these four leaders and teachers. They contain the guiding ideas.of the wor
- struggle for socialism, the building of socialist society and the transition to comii
- ' - ‘Marx and Engels showed that socialism ‘was not the invention of dreamers but
jnevitable outcome of the development of modern capitalist society. :
They showed that capitalism was creating its own gravedigger in the person
. proletariat,® the working class. Only the class struggle of the prolétariat and its: i
* over the bourgeoisie,? the capitalists, would rid humanity of explommon of man By man,
- Marx and Engels therefore mught the workmg class to be conscious of its own stref;
of its own class interests, 'and to unite in a determined struggle against the capitalist ¢l
They discovered the laws of development of capitalist society, and proved smenﬁ'ﬁ
that the development of the class struggle must inevitably lead to the fall of capita
t6 the conquest of power by the working class, the dictatorship of the proletariat. .
© They taught that the working class must rally arcund itself all the forces discon
with capitalism, and lead them in the storming of - capltahsm At the head of all
people it must establish its own political rule, crush the renstance of the exploxters an
4 new classless communist socxety
- " And they taught that in order to achieve these aims the working, class’ it
. own working class arty,theCommumstPa.rty . A
1 Lenin and Stalin have been the great continuers of the ‘work of Marx a.nd
‘new historical"epoch of imperialism and the proletarian revolution, . |
- . Lenin developed Marx’s teachings in new historical conditions. Lemmsm accord
defined as w “of the era of imperialism and the proletarian . revolutxon.
a The theory and practice of Marxisti-Leninism has been further creativi
by Stalin-~the great disciplé and collaborator of Lenin, who now leads the So
in the construction of communism and teaches and inspires the peoples of the 4
" in the ﬁght for peace, democracy\{ national mdependence and socialism..
- In this part, we introdyce to the reader a few of the works; deelmg
the: petsonalities and lives of Marx, Engels and Lenin, and the serwees‘
the mtémauoﬁal worlnng-class movemeént.
. On Stalin, the reader should consult the official bmgra.phy and vqthe
;published on’ h‘ls 7oth bu'thday (Sooiet .Ncws booklet)

cle on Kaﬂ Mm, written in 1877 for the German Peaﬁlc’
of Mhr;.s life and work. Tt shows how as gchtor of - the

mal.atin wo,gd, denoti "ﬁ'ecmen-—neitha-.




. READERS” GUIDE TO THE MARXIST CLASSICS
riman-French Aniual, asmember of the Communist League, as exile in Engla.nd as founder
‘d leader of the Fu:st Intematxona.l, Marx lived and developed his ideas in the thick of
thp workmg class struggle.

Surveying Marx’s theoretical work, Engels singles out as his two most important
d:scovens (a) the materialist conception of history, (b) * the final elucidation of the relation
bétween, capital and labour-” through the discovery of the nature of surplus value. He
* briefly explains the meaning of these two discoveries.

- In his Speech at the Graveside of Karl Marx (Highgate Cemetery, March 17, 1883) Engels

. agam refers to these two great discoveries of Marx. He concludes :
- . ¢ Marx was before all else a revolutionist. His real mission in life was to contribute,
- in one way or another, to the overthrow of capitalist society and of the state institutions
- which it had brought into being, to contribute to the liberation of the modern proletariat,
~ ‘which he was the first to make conscious of its own position . . . . His name will endure’
o throughtheages and so also will his work.”

-

: _LENIN_ The Three Sources and Three Component Parts of Marxism

this brief article Lenin explains how the teachings of Marx * arose as a direct and
ite contmuauon of t.he teach.mgs of the greatest representatives of phllosophy,

grodecessom, Marx revolutloplsed both phllosophy, pohtlcal economy and socialism.
Marx’s philosophy is materialism, and he deepened and developed materialism by means

of the «conception of dialectics. He carried materialism to its conclusion in historical

materialism, by weddmg it fo the understanding of human society, showing that the

PPy

onomic order of society is the basis on which the whole pohucal and ideological super-
ructure. of society arises.

.- Marx then studied the a:anomw order of modern-capitalist society. The doctrine of surplus
s the cornerstone of his economic theory. He traced the development of capitalism

'ﬁ'ﬁ, the first germs of commodity economy and simple exchange to its highest forms, to

-large-scale production, showing that the ca.pxtahst system . creates the great power of

‘cpm“ ) b':_ed labour. :
.. Marx elaborated flw doctrine of the class struggle, showing that the workmg class was the
. somal force which was capable of becoming the creator of a new social system.?

ThJs httle book, which Lenin wrote in 1914 while in exile in Switzerland, contains a

fbheﬁ but comprehenslve ‘account of all the most essential elemeﬁts of Marx’s teachmgs,
wh1ch it summarises under seven heads :

1. Philosophic Matenahsm
2. Dialéctics
. 4. The Materialist Conceptxon of History
. 4:--Class Struggle
' & Marx’s Economic Doctrine
6. Socialism | L S
. . The Tactics of the Class Struggle of the Proletanat., “_.-' S

1(Cf, Tenin; Marxum and Révisionism, where be shows how the revmomsts # revise” all these three componcnt
5 of Mamst doctrine, .

\

v. !

t




I. MARX, ENGELS, LENIN AND STALIN

. Here the reader will find (a) an outline of the main 1deas of Marxism in: each,pa.rh
s field of study, and (b) a vivid demonstratlon of the consistericy and unity of concept
' Marxism, which welds all the detailed studies into, a smgle whole—the theory and practl
of scientific socialism. , L

. LENIN : Frederick Engels

Lenin’s article written on the death of Engels in 1895, nges an account of the life of
Engels, of his association with Marx and of his main works.

Summing up the teachings of Marx and Engels and then- services to the workmg class;,
" Lenin sa

Y?In a few words, the services rendered by Ma.rx and Enge]s to the workmg class

mdy be expressed thus,  They taught the working class to know itself, and to become.

class conscious, and they substituted science for dreaming....  The emancipation

of the proletariat must be the work of the proletariat itself. This is what Marx amzll
' . Engels constantly tiught.”

In his Speeck at the Urwezlmg of a Memanal to Marx and Engels in 1919, Lenin agdm'
briefly summarised the services of Marx and Engels. -

A further brief summary is g1ven by Lenin in his- article On the Theory of Marxisni.

- Stalin on Lenin ’ o . . ‘\\

"~ There are a number of speeches and a.rtlcles on Lenin by J. V. Stalin. -~
In his speech On the Death of Lenin, delivered at the and Congress of Soviets, Ja.nuary' .
< 26, 1924, Stalin took his famous vow to remain faithful to Lenin’s behests. « There is
nothing higher than the title of member of the Party whose founder and leader was Gom‘rade.

~

Lenin,” he declared. Lenin’s behests were :

- “' i . TO hOld hlgh and g'ua.rd the punty of the grp/at nﬂe of membcr of the Party
' To guard the unity of the Party, .

To guard and strengthen the dictatorship of the pmletanat e

Fo-strengthen the alliance of workers and peasants, ° :

To. consolidate and extend the Union of Soviet Socialist Repubhcs.

To strengthen and extend the union of the working people of the whole world.

In an article on Lenin as Organiser and Leader of the Russian Communist Party, written:

the 5oth anmversary of Lenin’s birth, Stalin explains that while there are some who. o

. 'Marxism into a set of * lifeless and meaning]ess formulas,” Lenin attached pritae impor:

. to the translation of Marxism into reality, “ testing every step by experience, léarning v
rnistakes and t chmg others how to build a new life.”* He then shows how thxs was mam_

fested in Lenin’s work as organiser and leader of the Party. '

" In a speech On Lenin delivered at the Kremlin N.[xhtary School in rg24 Stalin

~ of Lenin as hé knew him, ““ as a man and a statesman.”, He describes how he fifs

Lenin, “ the mountain eagle”; and then describes his modesty, his fidélity to prin

. his falth ih the masses, his revolutionary genius. He -illustrates Lemn s -outstand

chanactensucs by exa.mplec from his work and political leadershxp

© In his Interview Given to the First American Labour Delegation in 1927, Stalin' aiwls with

. main questions on which Lenin conttibuted somethmg new in developmeﬁt of the d’

v of Marz. y

1 G, History quP.S U.(B), coniclusion. -

L

!




BEADERS GU]JJE TO 'I'HE MARXIST OLASSIGS ‘ '

tlrely based himself on the principles of Marxism, but he dcveloped .
cr m a.ocorda.noc with new lnstomnl conditions. That is why -~ - - ;
and’ proletanan rcvolutlons ”

LA

the a.na.lys:é of mpma.hsm and monopoly capxtahsm
the. dxcta.torshlp of the proletariat ;

the building of socialist ‘economy ;

the leading role of the workmg class ;

the national and colonial qufstlon ;

theworhngclassparty




2. THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF MARXISMLENINISM -

INTRODUCTION -

The substance of Marxism-Leninism, the basic principles “of which have l':een apphed
and further developed in the theory and practice of world Communism, are expoun ded
a comparatively few fundamental works by Marx, Enge]s, Lenin and Stalm :
_ These are of varying degrees of difficulty, and it is important that the: studenb shou
select the right works to tackle first. For the beginner, the best introduction to Matxist
is to be found in Engels’ Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. ‘This, therefore, should be réa
first ; and with it may usefully be read Anarchism or Socialism by Stalm. ‘ :
" The Communist Manifesto comes next. It should not be attempted first, because the
is a.difficulty in reading it, arising from its very comprehensive character and eomprmsed‘sty?
‘Next, the History of the Commuriist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks). *
These three works—Socialism, Ulopzali and Scientific, the Communist Meni nifesto, and

‘ H‘utog of the CP.S.U. (B)—together comprise the most essential basxc \rw.dmg
is a tremendous amount of material in them, and the student will need to return o, them

in the light of further readiiig in order to master their contents more fully. Bat 3 pre:
liminary reading of these three works prowda an introduction to the whole range of pro‘bl' i
covered by Marxism-Leninism.
The ten works included here under the heading of bas:c pnnczplm ». rha,
classified as follows : :
-A.. General Introduction to Mannst Theory : The Manifesto and Soczal:.m, Utoﬁmm
Scientific, in which the fundamental ideas of scientific soclahsm are Pu
- together with Anarchism or Socialism. /
B. More Advanced Reading : - Engels’ great theoreum'l work Anti-Du ,'hrmg and Mar
- Critique, of 'the Gotha Programme, where he dealt with ﬁmdamental' quesnomv of
. programme of the working class party. v
"C The History of the G.P.S.U.(B): - Th:sshowshow the teachings of i
: ‘*apphed—andﬁm:hm:__tzmlopei in-- the victorious struggle of the Bolshevxk _
,led by Lenin and Stalin. :
D, Léninism ; - Stalin’s Foundations of Lemmsm, in which he dw.ls with the !
|cepuons and. policies of Leninism, as the Marxism 'of the - epoch of it
: a.nd of - proletana.n revohition ; and Stalin’s. Problems of Li Laniriism,
. ly with the dictatorship of the proletariat. -
Impenal;sm and the Proletarian Revolution : Lenin’s Im[:malwm wh
“the nature of imperialism as the last stage of capitalisi and th
'tevolutlon, and State and .Revolutzdn, 'which expounds ithe' theo
, : of the working class in ova-throwmg caplta.hstv
the rule of ﬁhe workmg class soc:ahst dbm,oeracy .
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- It was commissioned by the Second Congress of the Communist League in November
¢ . 1847, and it was first published in February 1848. . :
~ This was a.stormy period : the period of thé February 1848 Revolution in France and’
- 6f'the clifiax of the Chartist Movement in Britain, when the working class appeared for the
 first time on the stage of history as an independent force. ’
i+ Readers who want to know something of the background of the Manifesto should read
. "the various prefaces—written by Marx and Engels to different editions (published with the
- Manifesio), and should also turn to Engels’. History of the Communist League and Marx’s Class
. Struggles in France, 1848-50. |
. The' Manifesto was an’epoch-making document. Up to that time, socialists had been -
putting forward utopian schemes (imaginary projects for an ideal society) or were engaging in
-~ tsecret conspiracies, while the rising working class movement lacked a revolutionary theory.
The: Manife.rtg signified the union of scientific socialism with the mass working-class move-

NN The fundamental ideas of the Manifesto may be summed up under five main headings :

1. THETHEORY OF THE €LASS STRUGGLE _ . ‘

~ The history of all societies since the break-up of the primitive communes has been the
history of class struggles. . , - -

. Incapitalist society a stage has been reached when the victory of the exploited class,

. the proletariat, over the ruling exploiting class, the bourgeoisie, will once and for all.

emancipate society at large from all exploitation, oppression, class distinctions and class

The @}lcept,ion of the working class struggle set forth in the Manifesto. follows from

Marx’s materialist conception of history, the .essentials of which' are summarised in Engels’ _
- prefaces to the English edition of 1888 and to the German edition of 1883. '

‘2. ThHe DEVELOBMENT oF CAPITALST SOGIETY L ‘

~ Capitalism itself developed out-of fepdalism, agid the capitalist class is itself the product

. of a long course of development, of a series of revolutions in the mode of production and
- The capitalist class has conquered exclusive political sway in the modern parliamentary
..-staté. In its development, it has played a most revolutionary role. It has’ brought“into
" 'being the great new productive forces of modern industry. But in creating modern industry.
it has created its own gravediggers, the proletariat. - '

\

3. “THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROLETARIAT : N : Co
- - . The growth of thé proletariat as a class is accompanied by the growth of its organisation, -
. L 4 A 7 o

both economic and political. ‘ . v ,
At first the prdletaria{t» is incoherent and scattered. It'is originally dragged into the
political arena by the bourgeoisie, which must appeal to the proletariat to help fight the
emnants of feudalisin. The Manifesto deals with the 'stages of political development through

hi the proletariat becomes organised into a class, and consequently into a political party,

ombined against the bourgeoisie. - ‘ .

- While the proletariat fights against all relics of feudalism and for the fullest extension
democracy, it leads the struggle for socialism against the capitalists, a struggle which must
dte i the proletariat conqueting power and becoming itself the ruling class.

‘1 See aléo: Marx, The Poverly of Philosophy. L




2. . THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM-LENINISM
4. FroM Socrarim To CLASSLESS SOCIETY ' o
‘With power in its hands, the proletariat makes drastic inroads into e power
capitalists and into capitalist property relations. . _ oL o
From the rule of the proletariat will come classless society, in which will arise aéw
people, new human relations—* an association in which the free developmerit of each:
the condition for the free development of all.” E I

5. THE Amvs oF THE COMMUNIST ParTY - -
The Manifesto contains a trenchant defence of the aims of Communism, and it exposés

various fashionable brands of * socialism * as ‘expressions, not of the working-class stand:
point, but of the reactionary standpoints of other classes—of the decaying aristocracy,ithe
petty-bourgeoisie! or the bourgeoisie itself. The ideas of Communism, on the other hand; -
are not inventions of any would-be reformers, but spring from the existing class struggle.
— Communists have no interests apart from those of the working class as a whole. The
policy is to fight for the immediate aims of the class, to form an alliance with every move-
_~ment opposed to the existing social order, and in the movement of the present élways to;
" take care of the future, striving to unite the class for the overthrow of capitalist class rulé
“and for the conquest of power. ’ . ' . :
ENGELS : Socialism, Utopian and Scientific . ' .
©f all the works of Marx and Engels, this is probably the best fér the beginner. Written
in a very clear and easy style, it introduces the reader to the basic ideas of scien
socialism. ~ B IR ' R
Its three chapters were extracted from Engels’ much larger wark, Anti-Duhring.®
The chief difficulty which a new reader is likely to find lies in the Introduction, wherg
a variety of philosophical views are discussed. In this JIntroduction Engels deals with
\i" history of modern materialism, and then refutes the views of the- Agnostiés and' Y
" German philosopher Kant.  The reader, who finds such discussions difficult should' read thi
Introduction after and not before the rest of the book, . (i

. The following are the main points dealt with in the three chapfers of :Socialis
' Utopian and Seigitific.~———————" """ ‘ beigfes

’

1. Socialism was first put forward as the dream of an ideal society—a utopia. '
Utopian Socialists (St. Simon and Fourier in France, Robert Owen in Britain) couls
show how socialism was to be achieved in practice. For they could not point to. the soc
force, iie. the working class, whose class interest demanded socialism and whose str

. would bring socialismi into.being. S
: Engels shows that socialism must be turned from a utopia into a science,, W!
. that it must be based on an understanding of the laws of development of"
struggle, of the contradictions of capitalism, of*the role of the workin
" 2. Scientific socialism has a philosophical basis—dialectical mater

Dialecti¢s,? says Engels, means studying things in their real motion and'i

1T iy b eoisie consists . . . . T e PR %
e B rodaction an: sle of somumogiics, oot ok Cebleitng abour, of
a large scale—small bu:né:smen,lshopkeepus,_ farmers, indepéident proféssional people, af

1 JP) . ol Q) s 3 1 L % . .'-_Dtnh-ﬁ», '1>‘l
mms-}:%;bthe first chapter %ﬁm“nf?“cfiﬁ;&ﬁ%%?&m&ﬁ the Inﬁic%ém
reproduces Part ITI, Chapter II. | A

s Soe Engels, Luduig Feuerbach; ‘Stalin Dialectical and Historical Matefilisi,

'
.
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fth:s with metaphy,mcs * which consxders things “ one after the other and apart -

o;her.’-’

3 goes on. to contrast dialectical’ matenahsm with the dialectics of the 1deahst '

- 2

3 Marxlsm extends matenahsm to the understanding of society and its laws. It . f
R 'ohstra“ta that the ultuna.t:e cause of all important historical events lies in the economic E
rdevelbpnient of society, i.e.’in changes in the mode of production and exchange It is the
d_evelopment of prodyction,and acchange which leads to the division of society into hostile
, classes and to the class struggle.
‘ “The task of socialists is not simply to crmcxse existirig capltahst society as unjust, but to - -
erstand the nature of the capitalist mode of production and its laws of development.

e ésential nature of capitalism was laid bare. by Marx s discovery of surplus value.

4 The ﬁmdamental contradiction of, capitalism is the contradiction between the
~ social production which capitalism has brought into being and private capitalist appro-
priation.  This: contradiction contains the germs of the whole of the social antagonisms
Q Engels further shows how capltahsm in its development necessarily passes
odic economic crises.

solution of the contradiction can be achieved only when the worlnng class, as a -
of its struggle, establishes.social ownership to match social production.

g0es on to show how, with. the further development of capitalism, capxtal -
trated mto the ha.nds of great trusts and, combmes.

ed for capxtahst proﬁt. The ta.kmg over of product:lve forces by the qapxtahst,
lve the social conflicts. It does, however, bring them to a head, and creates
ca tions for going forward tosocialism. For this it is necessary that the working
ould seize political power; taking possession of the producuve forces and. utilising’
not for ”mﬂm profit, but for the welfare of society as a whole.? . . '

eals with the nature of the state. Thestateisa ‘product of the lelSlOn

classes, and its function is to preserve the conditions of class exploztatlon.
been the instrument of the raling class—in slave soéiety of the slive- -
udal society of the feudal lords, in capitalist society of the capitalist. class. -
tate i8 essenitially a capitalist machine, the organ of capitalist class rule:®

- follows that when, socialism has abolished the exploitation of one class by another, . -

remiaing 1o, more need for coercion .and répression. and therefore no need for a.ny
tessive fome, a state, So the state will. wither away.4 '

_ hlishment of socxahsm, ‘anarchy in social productlon is i'eplaced
ently, mstead ‘of bemg at the mercy of’ economxc forc -

wh Gmgrm v_c an Catastrophe and Dﬂ-W‘mg CMM

ed §&lmvat the 180h Congress of the c.p.su (B); %
d thie questio nofthe“mthenng?afWay ofthesta{
& 8; hoattle eapxtahstwor , : -
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lives arid make their own history, ‘It is the. ascent of man from the Inggdpm :gfu;

to the kingdom of freedom.” .

'STALIN : Anarchism or Socialism ,
This little book was written by Stalin as a young man of twenty-six, when he was leadin
the party in Transcaucasia. = At that time a group of anarchists was disrupting the Tt
caucasian workers’ organisations, and Stalin ‘set out to explain the ideas of Marxisin :
opposition to those of the anarchisis:- The book was addressed to the ordinary rapk, ahi
file workers, and contains a very simple and popular exposition” of the fundamentals. ¢
Marxist theory ; it is a model 'of how profound questions of theory should ‘be linked: wi
the immediate tasks of the working class struggle. - = - . :
The book consists of three short chapters. The first two deal réspectively with the
dialectical method and the materialist theory. Here are set forth the same ideas. which Stalin
was to elaborate more fully in his Dialectical and Historical Materialism. - '
" The third chapter deals with socialism. Stalin here explains the nature of capi
the nature of the future socialist society and of the transition from socialism to commu
the grounds for maintaining the inevitability of the advance to socialism, the naturée of
working class struggle, the socialist revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat
.tasks of the working class party. ‘ ; B
BN '~ B. MORE ADVANCED READING

. MARX : Critique of the Gotha Programme - ,
" Marx’s Critigue of the. Gotha Programme deals with fundamental questions of the the
‘and -programme of the working class party. It consists of a series of comments on
cqntained in thb draﬁprogramme pl‘epal'ed for a unity c erence of ‘melem :
1+ class movement held at Gotha in 1875. Marx’s comments were suppresséd by thie oppor
‘léadership -of the German ‘Social Democratic Party, and were subsequently publishe
_ Engels in 1891, against the wishes of the leadership. R G
_ The intention.of the draft programme—the * Gotha Programinie *—=Was. to P
a, platfori behind-which-the_whole_German -working class movement could. ugite ' But
for the sake of  unity **it made a iumber of concessions on poinits of principlé to the folle
- of the éplinter group led by Ferdinand Lassalle. = S

“Whit dre the principal points clarified in Marg’s critique? .

- 1. 'He shows that the capitalist mode of production has créated the material
for advancihg to socialism, and deals with the way in which the social product wsi
in. socialist soiiety. Socialism is only the first phase of ‘communism, and s
srinciple, “From each according to his ability, to each according to his labo
- lead to full communist sogiety, the principle of which is, “‘Frém each a¢cording,
© u. ‘Heattacks the reformist slogan of “ a fair distribution of the
and iexposes the theoretical confusion behind, this slogan, For the dist
of labour, must always be a consequince of the mode of production.? He likewis
dogan of “ state aid under derocratic control* and shows that the aim

‘must ba ¢ to revolutionise the present conditions, of production
‘4 §ee Lienis, The-State and Revolution; Stalin, Spéech at Conforence of Stakhanunil
See Engdls; Anti-Dubring, Part I; Marx, Capital, Vol. 11T, Ch, 51,
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: 3. He a.ttacks the conception that, relatively to’ the working class, all other classes are

only ofie' reactionary mass. It is necessary to examine concretely the actual position of each
- class at each stage of history, and not lump them all together as “ reactionary.” Thus"

*. the workers may fight together with sections' of the capitalists against feudal survivals, ‘
 _ .together Wwith the lower middle class for certain democratic demands, and so on.!
B 4. He affirms the international character of the working class struggle? in opposition to
- thie narrowly national aims of the Gotha Programme. '

5. He .refutes the conception of an “ iron law: of wages,” according to which the
- ‘worker’s real wages can never be raised above a minimum subsistence level.3

6. He attacks the reformist ‘sloga.n of a “free state,” and shows that ‘ between
eapitalist and communist society lies the period of the revolutionary transformation of the
onednto the other. There corresponds to this also a political transition period in which the.

statgca.n be nothing but.the rezolutionary dictatorship of the proleiariat.”®s

ENGMﬁ. Anti-Duhring . .
*'Engéls’ great book Anti-Dukring (or, to give it its full title Herr Eugen Duhring’s Revolution
. #1v.Science); contains the most complete and comprehensive exposition of Marxist teachings,
- ranging over the whole field covered by Marxist theory. It is a masterpiece; clear, simple
and witty in its style, profound. in its content, demonstrating in every field the power of
 the Marxist method. ' ' ' -
- The book is divided into three parts : : oo
I. - Philosophy.
1L, Political Economy. . | o .
It is polemical in style, having been written,’ as its title indicates, against’ a certain
Eiigen Duhring, who was making a noise in the socialist movement in Germany in the
- Duliring claimed to be the inventor of a complete * systém * of philosophy and
5, founded on ‘eternal and self-evident * first principles,” which enunciated the final
4 about “ all things under the sun and then a few more * and which, in particular,
~would instruct socialists 45 to their future policy. In exposing Duhring’s nonsense and -
answering it; Engels makes clear the Marxist standpoint. . _
- Anti-Duhring first appeared as a serial in the journal Forward, beginning in 1877, and
wasipublished as a complete book in 1878. Parts of it were subsequently published separately-
- the title Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. ! : S R
art I, on Philosophy, begins by refuting the idea that we can deduce. anything from
self-evidént first principles.” Principles are only valid, says Engels, in so far as they can
' own to conform fo nature and history ; they are therefore not the starting point of . -

\

tion but its final result, o ' — B
oes.on to discuss the concepts of *“ the unity of the world”.and of time and space,® -
then devotes several chapters to natural science®—physics, chemistry and biology. In
fot-exatiplé, The Conimunist Manifosto, and Address of ths Central Committes to the Commuist League,
in, The State and Revolitioni. This book by Lenin contains quotations from and commentariés
sages of the Critique of ths Gotha.Programme. = L ' ] ;
Yy Maiérialism and Enipirio-Criticismn. ‘ i I R o
Engels, Dialectics of Natre - ., o ‘ '

| onam
LA
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the chapters ori biology in particular, the reader will. find a profound discussict
Darwinian theory of evolution and of thie nature of life : subsequent scignce has i
more confirmed the standpoint taken by Engels in these chapters. In Chapter III th
is an important discussion on the nature of mathematics. . ’ S
Engels then devotes three chapters (g, 10, 11) to morality and law. He gives here a
masterly treatment of the question, “ Are there eternal truths? » - R
Turning to morals, he shows that in class society “morality is always a class morality.>*
~ There is a lengthy discussion on ideas of equality. “ The real content of the prolet: r ’
demand for equality is the demand for the abolition of classes,” Engels declares. * Any
demand for equality which goes beyond that of necessity passes into absurdity.” B
The next chapter discusses  the question of so-called free will” and * the relation
between freedom and necessity.” Freedom is knowledge of necessity.? o
The last two chapters of Part I turn to the laws of dialectics, and discuss the conceptions
of dialectical contradiction, of the transformation of quantity into quality and of the negation
of the negation. Engels makes the real meaning of these conceptions clear in a series of -

_examples. The methods and basic ideas of dialectical materialism'are also explaine&— "by -

Engels in the Preface to the 2nd edition of Anti-Dukring, and in the general introduction -
to the'book as a whole. ‘ R ' Do
Part 11, on Political Economy, begins by defining political .economy as  the science of
the laws governing the production and exchange of the material means of subsistenée i
“human society.” The mode of fiistnbuuon of the products is always in the last analy.
based on the mode of production and exchange. Therefore inequalities in the mode of
- distribution of the products develop as consequences of the existing mode of production.®
From this standpoint Engels devotes three chapters to the criticism of the so-called
¢ force theory,” which was put forward by Duhring. According to. this theory, inequali
in the distribution of products are due to a minority having somehow imposed this mode
distribution on society by force. It follows that capitalist society can be'reformed by securit
a more equal distribution of products, without altering the basic capitalist mode of pro duction,
Engels gives a detailed; criticism of this theory. He shows how the development of prop:
_relations and political iristitutions has been based on economic developrient ; & b:
. chapter is dévoted to-militasy-science-and-to-its economic basis ; he ends by showing tha
all political power is briginally based on an economic, social function, and that sifice the.
development -of capitalism has reached the point ‘where the rule of the capitalist class ‘
becomé a hindrance to further social develol?x_nent, this rule, and with it the capitalist mode of
_production and -exchange, must be “« inexorably abolished.” S
, " This whole argument is of vital importance, not only-in relation’ to Duihring, b
relation to reformist theory generally, and is as topical to-day as ever. = . v
* " Engels then devotes four chapters to a polemical defence and exposition of the labour
. theory of value axid of Marx’s theoty of surplus value and capitald ~ T
There follows a/short chapter on’ ground rent® and a long 'chapter contd
Marx giving a critical estimate of the leading writers on political economy’ bx
., Part 111, on Socialism, opehs with a critical account of the ideas of the utopian' socia
1'§ee also Lenin, Tasks of the Youth Leagues. ‘ o -
3 Gf. also what Engels says concerning the transition to the realm of Hreedom i
 Seisntific, extracted from Part IIT of Anti-Dukring. . And see Lenin, Materialism. and Eminr
" s'See Marx, Critigié of the Gotha Programme. . ' ST
' . #See Marx, Wage Labour and Capital, axid Capital, Vol. 1. - , .
5 §ee Marx, Capital, Vol. III; Lenin, Agrarian Program of Secial Demitracy, Ch. 3.
#Sce.Marx, Thories of Surplus Value, | o g

1
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outlines the Ie ading ideas of scientific socialism. These chapters were included
w5, Utopian and Scténhﬁc, and haye beeén dealt with above in connection with that
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last thiée chapters deal with Duhring’s own proposals for the organisation of
i and distribution, and of the state, the family and education, in his ideal socialist
ty-of the future. I this connection Engels discusses questions of the division of labour;

E‘ql_ﬁ;ionof the antithesis of town and countryside, and the distribution of products, as
& will actually present themselves in socialist society. Inthe last chapter, replying
Dulring’s proposal “ to abolish religion,” Engels briefly discusses the Marxist attitude

religion ;! and in conriection with the family-and education he shows that these will

velop in acéordance with the real requirements of the citizens of the future socialist society,
ot il :Accordance with the * eternal principles * laid down by any utopian reformer.

- C. THE HISTORY OF THE COMMUNIST |
PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION (BOLSHEVIKS)

.

Writtén by J. V. Stalin, edited by’a Commission of the Central Committee of the
U.(B), this book was first published in 1938. It makes available the experience
lessons of the successful fight for socialism of the working people of the Soviet Union.
h w the teachings of Marxism were applied and carried into practict in the

and how they were further developed by Lenin and Stalin in' the .

: introduces us, tb the fundamental ideas of Marxism-Leninism, showing .

y/and develop them in practice, and how t6 fight for them. 'And it arms us with -
the laws of social development, confifming our certainty of the victory' of

roughout the world. . o o -

v of ths C.P.S.U.(B) may be roughly divided into four ‘periods:— »

wndgtion of the Paity to the First Russian Revolution of 1905-7. .
8.deal with the period up to and including the First Russian Revolu~ ~

Nz - History of the Coramunist Party of the Soviet Union’ (Bolé_heviks)

Chaptets 1, 2 and
£ 150 ;

of the rise of the industrial working class in Russia, arid. of Tenin’s *

on of a working cldss party. This struggle involved: -~ -,
' (&) ‘"The fight for the fandamental ideas of ‘Marxism against the * populists ** -

XVN?I) » Who denied that: the workers must play the leading part in the revolutioni;

(b) %e fight : zainst Gpportunism in the working class ‘movement, -

1zgle first a t the * economists,” who thought the wori;c;:‘rs shou;ld;coi.mﬁriiév
economnic demands and not: wage a political struggle, hd' then against the

viks, who watited to turn-the working class party info an opportunist §ocial-
afic party of the West Europeati type, Lenin established the principles of the working

In the First Russian Revolution which broke out in 1905 the Bolsheviks showed how.
1 !

ship to'the mass movement of the working ¢lass. In opposition to'the Méns}
tt-hold back the rising mass movement of the workers, Lenin and the Bolshe
if, Alituds of the Workers’ Partpto Rligion!, - . - .
B, What is to be, Doné ?; Orie Step Forpard; Tivo Stéps Back; Stalia, Foubdations of Leriinisnr,

i . ' 1
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& ..

showed that the workers in alliance with the peasants must rise in revolt against Tsa

overthrow it and clear the way for socialism.! :
What are the principal points we can léarn about from the stuEly of these cha ]

tleistmyqftheCPSU(B)? .'

struggle, and the role of the workmg class in the- ﬁght for socxalxsm - :
2. The relation of the economic with the political struggle of the workmg class the
tasks of pohtrca.l leadership, and the necessity to fight against the * economist ** ¢
trade union type of reformisni in the working class movement. ' _
3. The political and organisational principles of the working class party of a newtype_b
4. The distinction and mlatxonshxp of the bourgeois and the socxahst revolution,, and
" the leading role of the working class in the bourgeoxs revolution and in passing over ﬁ'oin th
bourgeois to the socialist revolution.
5. The strategrc principles of working" class struggle—umtmg thh all possnble alh,
against the main enemy and isolating the compromising parties.
6. The mass po].mcal strike as a revolutionary weapon of the workmg class

B. The Period of Reaction and of the New Rise of the Working Class Movement, 190514
'Chapters 4 and 5 deal with the penod of reaction which followed the defeat of the
1905-7 Revolution, and with the new rise of the working class movcment before the Fi
~ Imperialist War (1914).
. After the defeat of the revolution the Bolsheviks showed how to retreat in good e
how to regroup the forces of the working class, how to combine legal with illegal work an
to prepare for a new offensive against the landlords. and capitalists. In. this they 'had
fight traitors and opportunists of all kinds, and above all the * hqmdatoxs,’? who W&
« to abandon all efforts to preserve the illegal orgamsauén of the party. -
.’ .At'the same ume, a number of intellectuals bega,n a campaign to revise the f
ideas of Marxism in the light of the “ latest * ‘thing in bourgeois idealism. It was aga.ms
* them that Lenin in this period wrote his book Materialism and Empirip-Criticism
deahng—mthﬂus, the History of the G.P.S.U.(B) contains a classxca.l exposmon‘ of the ,
ideas of dialectical and historical 1 materialism.®
‘ In this -period, the Bolsheviks expelled the Mensheviks fromi-the pant.y a.nd
themselves an mdepe.ndent Marxist Party (1912). The Bolshievik Party was
its pass connections with the workers, to take the lead of the new struggle
+ developing, toéstablish a mass daily newspaper (Praoda),‘ and to carny on r
: -propaganda and agitation through the Tsarist Duma.
7" What are'the: principal points taught by the study of \thm chapm 7
.~ 1, How to retreat in good order. after a defeat, regroupmg'ﬂro&, P
~ jllegal organisition of the party and combining legal with illegal work.
, g ‘THe necessity of ‘preserving the ~orgamsatl of the party, ﬁghtmg
1 tionist tendencies, purging the party ofopportlm.ISt eléments and constltuung 0
: M’armst phrty of the working class.
g, The necesslty‘ to preserve intact, defend and rdevelop the theorgtl al
the party—dla.lecﬁéal -and historigal materialism, :

_SeeI Two rasggqumaI-memmWDmRmW Lccunon xggs..LS'.
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- 4. How the 'paljty can -extend its mass connections with the working class and take
-~ theléad of rising working class struggle. ‘ : o

g 5- How tlie party can carry forward the working class struggle in a reactionary
‘. parliament. .. » : ' - S

' .. -6: The role c_>f-a daily newspaper as leader and organiser of the mass movement.

 C. The Imperialist War and the Victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, 1914-21.
'~ . Chapters 6, 7 and 8 deal with the period of the imperialist war, the revolutions of
 February and October 1917, and with the foreign military intervention and civil war. .
. . . In theimperialist war Lenin exposed the social democrats who sided with *their own”

{mpena.hst governments, made his profound analysis of imperialism, the last stage of
. capitalism, and advanced the slogan “ turn the imperialist war into civil war.”’! ,
i Im February 1917 soviets (electéd councils of working people) were set up, the Tsar

" .,"  was ovérthrown by a mass uprising, and a provisional government was formed with the

. Was to/pass straight on to the socialist stage of the revolution, which must place power in the
tiands of the working class in alliance with the poor peasantry.’ '
~ _The whole gigantic experience of the proletarian -revolution of 19172 is set forth and
analysed in Chapter 7. Chapter 8 deals with the civil war and intervention, and makes
cl‘ea.rwhy the workers and peasants won. , i ' .
- What, then, 4re the principal points we learn about from the study of these chapters ?
1. The policy of the working class in relation to war. . \
2. 'The nature of imperialism and the special features of the era of imperialism; the law
uneven Cllevebpment, and the possibility of the victory of socialism in a single country.?
'§. The fight against social chauvinism, i.e. against support of “one’s own” imperialism

, in ar imperialist war. ,
RN The strategy-and tactics of the Bolshevik Party in the victorious October Revolution.
9 "The international significance of the Great October Socialist Revolution.
o The Building of Socialism in the U.S.S.R., ig21-36. ‘ ~

¢+ Ghapters g, 10, 11 and 12 tell how socialism was built in the U.S.S:R.4 It was built
. i ceaselesy struggle against internal and external enémies. " T

+ot o Chapter g deals with the period of the transition from civil war to peaceful écohomic
_l'@to;‘a.t!on——the New Economic Policy. o : , ;

’

uhapter 1o deals with socialist industrialisation. * : .
) Chapter 11 deals with the collectivisation®of agriculture. S
S Chapter 12 deals with the struggle to complete.the building of socialist sociéty, which

- Was crowried' with ‘the new Stalin Constitution of the U.S.S.R. in 1936.

Wifh that the building of socialist society in the U.S.S.R.—a society without expldifétggn‘

unism. .

A}
-

¢ Vienity, Inperialisns; Irperialism and the Spli is Soialions; The Colldpse of the Sicond Intergational, Socialism

Vh t are f};ﬁgv_prjindpal points we learn él;éuf'ﬁ;om Atﬁe study of ‘thtsc chaptcrs P :; o

i, Intéraational Charaster of the October Revolution, The October Revolution and the Tagtics of the Russian
‘ ¢ "} Rt T ' PR ! c :

.. SeeTgnin, The United States of Europe Slogan. o ‘ , i
¢ Se¢ Stalit’s atticles and speeches in the volume Problenis of Leninism. - e e

4

. -

e backing 'of the capitalists and bankers. Lenin in his April Theses declared that the task -

a by\n%an_was completed.  The S?viqt people began their new advance from socialism
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1. The significance of the New Economic Policy, as the policy by which the wo S
class, in command of the state and of the key posmons of economy, is able to lead the w ole
nauOnal economy towards socialism.

2. The alliance of the workers and peasants as an integral feature of the dmmtorshlp :
of the proletariat. ,
3. The path of socialist industrialisation.

4. Thepathof collectivisation of agncultune and of the ehmmatlon of the last exploltlng .

class, the kulaks or capitalist farmers, in the countryside.

5. The development of the international situation after the October Socxahst Revolu-

tion, and the'relations between the land of socialism and the caplta.hst world. -

6. The victory of socialism in the U. S.S.R. and its expression in the Stahn Gonsututmn » .

of the U.S.S.R.
At the end of the book the chief concluswns to be drawn from the work and expenence' '
_ of the Bolshevik Party are listed. They are: _
1. The victory of the working class is mpossxble thhout a -revolutionary workmg
class party. . i N
2. ,This party must master the theory of Ma.nusm-Lemnism. CoN
_The victory 'of the working class is impossible unless a.hen t.endencxes‘ w1th1n the
ranks of the working class are defeated.
4.- The party must wage an uncomprommmg struggle agamst 0pportumsts and -
capitulators in its own ranks. .o
. “ 5. The party cannot lead the class unless it is neady to cntxmse defects in its own wotk,
‘to acknowledge and correct its own mistakes.

6. The party cannot lead the class unless it constaritly strengthens its connectlonsv
uhth the masses and is ready not only to teach the masses byt to learn from them.

o ..
/ \

. . ~
|

- D. _LENINISM

STALIN ey Foundatlons of Lennusm

. Stalin’s Foundations of Lemmsm consists of a series of lectures dehvered at Sverd.lo
'University, Moscow, for' new Party members recruited during the Lenin :enrolment wh1 :

'tobk place in 1924 after the deéath of Lemn
The lectures explained to the new members how Lenin had developed further the most :
porta:nt points of Marxism, the theory and practice of the worlnng-class struggle.
The following are the pnnmpal pomts dealt with.
1. Stalin defines Leninism as the ¢
prolemnan revoluuon v He thus shows how Lemmsm
f M | ‘ | N
. He explains how in-the epoch. of .meenahsm, i.e. of monopoly capitalisr
contradICthDS of capitalism have reached their extrerm hm1t Impeuahsm is the eve ¢
socialist | revoluuon. R
18ee Stahn, Interview. sz to First Ammcan Labour Dglggm,.,
Co l‘SeeLeninImpmalifm ‘.-~4 e
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. ‘He shaws, that the .revolutlon is the rtsult of the development of contradictions
i ﬂie whole' world Systém of lmpei'iahsm - Hence the revolution begins, not as was formerly

&G

Jassmned,, inl the miost adva.nced mdustnal countnes, but in the weakest link in the chain of
_ Russiz was the focal pomt of all the eontradnchons of imperialism and the weakest link
in ﬂthe’ cham.; That is why the first socialist revolution took place in Russia, and why Russia *

 Pecaiiie the.home ofLemmsm

: "‘4&; Stalin shows how the relatlvely peaceful development of capitalism in the pre-1914
) périod gaveé birth to the opportunism of the Second International, and how it therefore
) '.beeal'ﬂe'neoessary to overhaul the entire activity of the International.!

Heé deals, with the rolé of theory in:the working-class movement, and shows that
ole of vanguard can be fulfilled only by a party that is gmded by advanced theory.?
Thuist always be tested in living revolutionary practice, must not be allowed to
te into a dogma, but must be developed with the development of the revolutionary -
Revolutionary theory alone can give the movement orientation and direction. _
thhout theory gropes in the dark. . o

dmg Lenin’s theory of the proletarian revoluuon, Stalin shows how the

‘rying through thé bourgeois democratic revolution, i.e., doing away with feudal
Aval ?snd estabhslnng democracy, must pass straight into the task of the socialist revolutlon,

- €onquest of power by the workmg-class and the bulldmg of socialism.? '

7+ He deals with the peasant problem, showmg that the working-class in. order to
ity revolutionary tasks must win as its allies and lead the mass of the peasants—marching,
lthe whole peasantry as allies in the bourgems democratic revolutlon, and then w1th the e
€ poorer and exploited peasants against capitalism.¢ ‘ B

"«expla.mS and -defends Lenin’s teaching that, in the epoch of 1mpena.hsm, the o :
lution can be victorious in a single country orina group of countnes alone, B
2 can be built in one country.® /

He deals with the essence of the dxcmtorshap of the prolemnat expla.
‘That the dlctatorshlp is 'necessary throughout the entire transition penod after the '

seizure-of power, in order to break the resistance of the explmters orgamse socialist.
constiiction’ and defend the ‘country against forelgn enemies,®

: ‘the, dlctatorslup represents the ‘domination of the proletariat, in alha.nce
I'the working people, over the bourgeoxsle, the rule of the majority over the
rity. The dictatorship of the proletariat is a highér form of democracy,
tarian democracy, wlnch can emerge only as a result of smashmg the organs’
yurgeois riile.? . ‘

"MIHancaIDm:yquTmhmgqunrle. " S ' o l.
Wlmbw'; ‘ e
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2. 'I'HE BASIC PRINGD’LES OF MARXISM—L‘BNINISM

~ (c) Soviet power is the new state forsi of the dactatorslnp of the proletamat, establi
in the Russian Revolution. Its chief. characteristic is that * it draws the i

orgamsahons of the toilers and exploited into consmnt and unrestncted partlcipa n
in state administration.”? o

ro. Stalin deals with the national qucsuon,’ stressing that it has grown mt:o a wo'ld
question of the liberation of the oppressed peoples from imperialism. The national quafx

can only be solved in the course of struggle to overthrow capitalist rule and imp ST,
The working class must help and support all colonial liberation movements in so far as tlwy
tend to weaken imperialism. Stalin stresses the right of all nations to an independen;
political existence. Amalgamations of nations must be voluntary, based on mutua.l
confidence, and must include the right to secession.’ o

11. Stalin explains the elements of the science of leadership of the workmg class stru le,

the way to determine correctly the strategy and tactics of the struggle at each smge
shows that this depends on determining at each stage against what enemy the main blow
to be directed and what allies can be drawn into the struggle (strategy), and ﬁndmg ithy
correct forms of struggle, the right “link in the chain ” (tactics). ° s
12. He explains the Leninist conception of the wotking class party of a new type
functions of such a party and how it must work. The party is : .
The vanguard of the working class, closely bound up ‘with the whole class,
An orgamsed detachment of the - workmg class, ‘
The highest form of class organisation of the proletariat.
(d) It acts as.the instrument of the dictatorship of the proletana‘t.

* (e) " It must preserve strict unity and voluntary disci zlme,
(f) It must purge itself of all opportumsts and traitbrs within, m ownt ranks.

, The party, Stalin concludes, must learn the Leninist style of work
"busmmhke efficiency with Bolshevik zeal and enthusiasm. .

. STM £3 ‘On—thehoblem&__l_&nim ,
", Stalin’s'On the-Problems of Leninism, written in 1926 deals. ma.mly thh the 4
s of the proletariat, faJse theona a.bout thch were bemg put forward at that time by

; and his followers. * '
. Stalin begins by em hamsmg the- international significance of Leilin’s!

Leninism is not & speczal‘ ,apphcauon of Marxism limited to Russian condmbns. S
. After explaining the principal ways in which the bourgeois révolution différs
' proletarian gevolution, and after explaining how the bourgeois révolutiot grows

-~ proletarian revolution, Stalin shows that the proletarian revolution éar on
through by the dictatorship of the proletariat. The ﬁmd_amental thmgg

“ _Vgs,.albout the dictatorship of the proletariat. -
: 'i‘ of the dmtatorslnp of the prolemna.t are:

3 Orgamsingsomahneconomy .
3 : %memdﬁwwmcmmnmwumm? '
#'SecStalm,"mend‘Naumlwm. ‘ e - B
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+..~  The dictatorship of the proletariat can be exercised only with the help of the mass

-~ organisations of the working'class, and it is impossible without the guiding, unifying, leading
- role of the party.’ - . b o ' '

-~ - But the dictatorship of the proletariat is not the dictatorship of the party. It is the
. dictatorship of the class. As for the party, it does not function by methods of force and

dictdtorship. * The method of persuasion is the principal method employed by the party

iri leading the working class,””! ‘ ' :

7 - R

. ) : f
- E. IMPERIALISM AND THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION.
LENIN : Imperialism—THe Highest Stage of Capitalism :

Lenin’s Jmperialism was written in 1916, that is, in the midst of the imperialist war.
 'In it he sought to lay bare the essential nature of ifnperialism, and thereby to unmask the
poliiés of the imperialist powers, the roots of imperialist war, the treachery of the social
" democratic leaders who had gone over to the side of the imperialists, and to show the workers .
that ﬂ,l'e ‘way forward was by the overthrow of imperialism, y .
‘ Lenin showed that imperialism is .a new stage of capitalism,® and he discovered its
nature and its laws of“development. He showed that the imperialist stage is the highest
nd last stage of capitalism, and that the epoch of imperialism is at the same time the epoch
" of proletarian revolutions,  : - . o ' '
- Imperialism is defined shortly as the monopoly stage of capitalism. In giving this
- definition Lenin makes clear its exact meaning with a wealth of factual material.
. Then he demonstrates the,special features of this monopoly stage:—
1. The concentration of production and capital has developed to such a high stage
: that monopolies play a decisive role.in economic life; ,
- 2. The merging of bank with industrial capital has created * finance capital ” and a
€ ﬁna.ncial oligarchy s':; : , ' ‘ . ‘ RO )
3. The export of capital has developed, as distinguished from the export of com-
. modities ; o S - ‘ ‘ ., '
4. Interhational capitalist monopolies have been formed, which share the world
among themselves; . ' ' S T .

e ) . '
‘5. - 'The whole world is divided among the great imperialist powers. . |

- JL’an traces the process of development of imperialist powers. He shows how-the export
of capital gives risé to the annexation of colonial territories, and to the subjugation of millions
-~ " ofcolonial peoples fo iniperialist domination. The world is divided among the imperialists.

- 'Bat no:division of the world cari ever satisfy them. For there is'a “ law of uneven develop- .-
inent” whicly feans that as some imperialist powers expand and outstrip others, they put
forward the demand for a re-division of the world corresponding to the new balance of -

| *orées. Hence imperialism is i eparable from imperialist wars. i

. Imn then shows that with imperialism all the parasitical features of capitalism are
. -aceentuated. - With imperialism, capitalism is in decay, the stage is set for colonial liberation
* and for the proletarian revolution, - ’ S : A '
At the same time Lenin shows Liow in the impeérialist countries the super-profits made
. See Stalin, Raport io 14h Congress C.P.S.U.(B). .- ‘ B o
© . »An iniportant explanation of this ‘point; showing that imperialism is not a new economig system, is to
. be fourld i Lenin’s report On the Party Programme at the 8th Congress of the Russian G.P. . . [P

Y
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2. THE BASIC' PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM-LENINISM

" by imperialism-are used to bribe a section of the working .class, who therefore sé¢ their o

interests as being tied up with those of imperialism.. This is the basis for the growth.of
opportunism in the working class movement.! .- : . s

LENIN : The Staté and Revolution L ) : v
The State and Revolution, written by Lenin on the eve of October, 1917, sets forth the
Marxist-Leninist teachings on the state. The last chapter, which was to deal with the
experiences of the Russian revolutions of 1905 and February 1917, was never written: I
was ‘ interrupted * by the advent of the October Revolution. - T

The attitude to the state is a most vital question for the working class movement. Right- -
wing social democrats teach that the state is neutral and.stands above classes, In this -
great book Lenin shows the falsity and treachery.of this idea; he places before the reader the
statements and arguments of Marx and Engels on the subject of the state,? defends and

* develops their teachings on the basis of an analysis of the experiences of the working class
movement. ' : o

What are the principal questions dealt with in T#e State and Revolution ?

1. Lenin shows that the state is an organ of class rule. ' It came into being as a result
of society splitting into antagonistic, classes, as an orgah for the oppression of one class by
another. Its characteristic feature is the existence of a * public power > consisﬁng of specia"i .
bodies of armed men, prisons and coercive institutions of all kinds, a state bumauéré.cy.
This state machinery has become perfected .in the capitalist state. ’ o

. 2. Lenin shows that the working class cannot lay hold of the capitalist state machiﬁe;-y
and use it for their own purposes, but must smash it and replace it by the proletarian state
—the proletariat organised as the ruling class. R tarian st N
. The forms of bourgeois state, he says, are very vagied, but they are all forms of the .
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Similarly the tra.nsition' om capitalism to communism will
create a_variety of political forms, but their essence will invariably be the same: the
dictatorship of the proletariat. The object of the proletarian dictatorship is to cru the
resistance of the exploiters and prepare the way for classless society—cominuni cf ush th |
, 3 mas«--mmme‘~aiﬂemnce between bourgeois and proletarian
- democracys~ We can-and must imagine democracy without parliamentarism, he says; -
‘nd analysing the experience of the Paris Commurie (1871), he shows how Marx recognised -
in the Comrhurie a new form of democracy, proletarian democracy. } : T
At the same time Lenin shows how the workers must always fight to deferid and-extend
- bourgeois.democracy, because this provides the best conditions for waging the classstrnggle ».
-against the capitalists. He shiows that the workers wage their struggle in alliance with all .
" the oppressed people under capitalism, and how this class alliance must be continved and
gtrengthened through the dictatorship of the proletariat 4fter the defeat of the caplmhsm. i
4. Lenin deals in detail with the meaning of the transition from socialismi to cornmuniss A’
and with the economic basis of this transition. I
_Socialist society is organised on the slogan: “ From edch according te his ability, ¢
esich according to his work.”  As production increases and an absolute abundanée of products
bécomes available there will gradually be introduced communism, whose slogan is: * From .
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.” At the same time there will
. 2 See-Lenin, Inperialisns and the.Split in, Socialism. - N
e e Py S, Gt s S e of i B G W
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rthe ‘antithesis between intellectual and manual labour, and between

] lécture on The State, dehvered in 1919 to students of Sverdlov Umverslty,'
Sen -the essential teachings about the state in a short and popular form. It is a splendid
trodli’ctxon for the beginper, who should read it before tackling The State and Rcuolutmx
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¢ 3. DIALECTIGAL AND HISTORICAL MATERIALISM
. " | , INTRODUCTION . '
& The philosophy of Marxism is dialectical materialisin, and its application to the stidy

of society is historical materialism. ‘ -
Dialectical materialism holds that we cannot understand things rightly unless we under:
stand how they are connected together and how they are developing and changing. For

‘nothing exists unconnected with other things; nor is there anything fixed and changeless,
but everything is in continual change and motion. ' ' L

Dialectical materialism teaches us to pay attention to the opposite, conflictiig tendencies
which arise throughout nature and society, whose struggle results in change and devélopment,

In all development, gradual processes of growth (quantitative chang s) lead to the émergenc
of something new, of a new stage of development (qualitative changes). B o

Dialectical materialism holds that the cause of all the motion and change in the world

- does not lie in any “ higher * spiritual reality, but in the material world itself. For the
world is by its very nature material. . Matter is priary and spirit—mind, thought, etc.—

-is secondary. : Co R
' . Applying these ideas to human society, historical materialism is the discovery that the
determining force.of all social development is always to be found in the material life of saciety, -

 i.e. in-the mode of production, and that this provides the basis for the development of men’s
ideas'and political institutions, From the development of the mode of production arises. the

«£lass struggle, and the class struggle is the driving force of history. In this developmment; all
ideas and institutions play either a reactionary or a reyolutionary role—either helping to

. . imaintain and defend thé old system of society, or mobizsing people to struggle against the
t old system. : B ‘ ' ' S S
i _+ It Has already been pointed out (Part 2, Introduction) that the studerit of Marxismi
* - should begin all his studies with Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, the Communist Manifests; and

* The History of the CPSUB). ... .. S
In these books the leading idéas of dialectical and historical materialism are" already
~ introduced and expounded. The réader who wants to come to an understanding of the
~ philosophy of Marxism'and its application to society should therefore begin with these-=
and firstly with Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. o o
Chapter IV of the History of the C:P.S.U.(B) contains a summary of the main idéas
' and principles of both dizlectical and historical materialism. This is published
.. utider the title Dialectical .and Historical Materialism, by Stalin. This book should
~ the starting-point for a fuller studyof the principles of dialectical and historical materia
But the new reader should not attempt to tackle it unless he has first uriderstood thie

of Socialism, Ulopian and Sciéntific. Aud.here he will also dérive great help from Stalin'y

Anarchism or Socialism. o . o v

. The next reading for the student who wishes to gain a fuller mastery of the ideas. of

. dialectical and historical materialism will be Engels’ Ludiig Fauerback. Then eati

- Lenin on. Religion, and Engels’ Introduction to_the Dialestes of Nature, togéther with ‘Cha
of the same work; entitled The Part Played by Labour in the Transition from: Ape.to: Man
 published separately it Mars-Engels Selosted Works, Vol. II). - -~

', Only after this should he attempt to tackle the longer and more difficult works:

 Origin of the Family, Dialectics of Nature, Matsvialism and Ewmpirio-Criticism, What the Friec
. . . . . [ ' .
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% 1 ,,‘ @-nd the Fn'st Part of Antz-Dulmng The last-named work has already been -

i ved' and’ fought for dialectical and h:stonca.l materialism. But many readers will
ﬂifthem diffi¢ult a.nd will ga.m more from the later wntmgs ‘

Dxalectieal and Hxstorxeal matenahsm

S Dtalemcal and Historical Materialism is extracted from Ghapter IV of the
of the C.P.S.U.(B). Defining dialectical materialism as “ the world outlodk of the-
]"._.,enmnst party,” he expla.ms that it is dialectical in its method, materialist in its
Historical materialism is the extension o£ the prmmples ‘of dxalecucal materialism
of social life. ‘

ok ¢ontains a bnlhant exposmon of the prmclpal features of ( 1) .the Ma.nust :

t are summansed the fruits of the whole experience of the a.pphca.tmn and
of Marxlst theory in the course of the workmg class struggle for somahsm

hnection and in their movement. It studies development as ta.kmg place through
formation ‘of quantitative into qualitative changes and as the disclosure of the
ng inherent in things. Whatever we may conmder, there is always somethmg B
into, being and something - ceasing to be,’ soimething ansmg and- something dymg— o
}he struggle between new and old constitutes ‘the motive force of all deveIOpmenf. '

S‘ﬁiuovshows how matenahsm holds that the world is by its  very nature, matenﬁ.l

mg force of social development is always to be found in the'material hfe o
prov:qles the basls for the development of men’s 1deas, theories and. pohhca\! .

ly, howsver, Sta.lm explams that thedneq and pohtlcal msutuuons v
m sac:a.l hfe. On the eontrary,, theones and mstltunons whlch a.nse



.3. DIALECTIGAL AND msTOR!GAL MA‘PERIALISM

e

Three prini:ipal features of production are noted. T

6 (a) Production never remains stationary ‘for long, but is always in, a smtef
T T and development.

‘- . - (b) Change and development of the mode of productlon' always begins w;thu;

: development of the productive forces. First the productwe forces

. develop,.and then, depending on these changes and in con.ﬁ)rm.tty with tb,em, -

_ relations of produetion, the economic relations, change. - . -

‘ - (€) The rise of new productive fortes and new producuon relations begms mthm
old system and takes place independent of men’s will and: intentions. -

In the course of development, the existing system of production relations becomes
fetter on further development of the forces of production. = Then follows & period. of social
.revolution. New relations of production are established by the revoluuonary overthrow of
the old relations of productlon and this is effected by class struggle, by the overthrow of tl

old ruling class and rise to power of a new ruling class.
, Stalin shows how thé capitalist relations of producuon have become a fetter on furth
o development, and how under socmhsm the way is free for a great further development of ‘
1 the productive forces. s
o In conclus1on, he quotes the passage from Marx’s‘Preface "to the Crthue qf Palztwal
' Economy in which Marx summed up.thé essence “of hlstoncal matenahsm

.-~ In this ‘passage Marx said ;

" . 1. Ti.social production men enter into deﬁmte relahons of productxon whgchf_f
‘independent of their w111 The sum total of these constitutes the ‘econornic structure of
society. \ :

2. This economic structure is thé real basis on wh1ch arises a legal and polmcal supen
’ structure, and to which correspond definite forms of soc:él consciousneéss.

. 3. Therefore the mode of. production in matenal! life detérmiines the wsocxg], ’
“and mteﬁectual life process in general. It'is not the consciousness of then that ' deter
theirt bemg but, on the contrary, their social bemg determines their consciousness. -
T 4. At—a.-cex:ta.m sta.ggo_f_;he:r d«xelopment the forces of production in society cothe
«conflict with the existing relations of production. From forms of developm it of the
- of production these relations turn into their fétters. .

- 5. Then follows an epoch of social revoluuon. The economic foundauon
and with it'the whole superstructure is more or less rapxdly transformed.
6. In considéring such transformations we .uiust distinguish betweet
nsformation . of the economic conditions of producuon, ‘and the- ]

‘ddeologxcal forms ifi wh.1ch men become conscious of the conflict and" ﬁghL

7.., No social order ¢ver 'disappears until all the produ ve forces) fo
roofn iri it Have been developed; ‘and 'new and highér rélations of produ
rtil the matenal condrtlons of thc1r ex1stence have matured Withm the o,

‘

i Ladwig Feienbach (the foll title:i3, Luduwig Feuerbach‘ b the
Aoply) Engels shows fiow the advance was made from, Hegels

, dialectics, and’from mechanical to dialéctical materialiss
 Feuerbach was 4 German phﬂosopher of the mid-igth Cent:
[eg han jdealism' to matenahSm, #nd whose work bad a blg nfluent
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This book by Engels, published in 1888 was ongmally written as a review article on a book
~ on Feuerbach by (C: N Starke. .
The following are its pn.napal contents

1. Engels explams the basic difference between materialism and idealism. It arises
¢+ from the question—which is prior, spmt or nature ? Idealism says that spmt is prior to
- niature; Materialism says that Mature is prior to spirit. Matenal being is prior to mind
and' 1dea.s
Modern idealism\has been specially concerned with the question whether we can gain
reliable knowledge of material things, of the external ‘world, and concludes that such
knhowledge is impossible. Engels refutes this view, and shows that practice demonstrates
that our ideas can and do constitute a true reflection of external material reality.

2. He shows that the materialism of the past,was mechanical materialism. Its great
v limitations were -
(a) that it conceived of the motion of matter as exclusively mechanical motion, and
~ could not grasp other forms of motion of matter, such as chemical or living
'processes;

- (b) that it could give no account of development and evolution, either in nature or,
still less, in history and human society.

3 He explains the essence of Hegel’s ph.llosophy and of the advance from Hegel to
alectical materialism.2 Hegel considered every process of change and development as’

. ‘'beihg a mere reflection of the self- development of the ‘‘ Absolute Idea,” which * does not

. vnly e:nst where unknown, from eternity, but is also the actual living soul of the whole

i!:mstmgl world.” Marxism threw over such “ idealist fancies” and ‘resolved to com-

- prekiend the real world, nature and history, just as it presents itself to everyone who approaches
it. free fromg preconceived idealist fancies.”

: gel-shows that dialectical materialism regards the world as a complex of processes,
1ot @8 & collection of * ready-made things.”” Dialectics is * the science of the general laws
~of motion both of. the external world and of human thought.” ‘ , ’

e 4. He d:scusses the essential ideas of historical mategialism, as the application of
dialectical materialism to the sphere of human society. He shows that the driving force of
history is the class struggle, ‘and that classes and class struggles are rooted in economic con-

 ditions, - He goes on to discuss the economic foundations of the development of the state

-and of law, and then of political and social ideology, of religion, philosophy, gtc. ,

In criticising Feuerbach’s * philosophy of rehglon and ethics,” Engelfs attacks the

- approach. whlc.h deals with abstractions such as humamty,” im;tead of with ' real living

Then as pagticipants of history.”

~ Asappendix are added Marx’s eleven Theses on Feuerbach, notes by Marx in 1845 i in whlch .

.he summansed his ewn .ideas as opposed to mechanical materialism.

.'ENGELS fl'he Origin of the Family, Private Property and the.State

Engels Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State shows: how the prmcnples of

/' inaterialism are applied in the interpretation of the development of pmmuvo

' of the origins of civilisation.

B blished in 1884, at a t:tme ‘when bourgeom ideas were becommg rife in the German
See ali Introductiot to smam, Utopian and Snau;ﬁc




3. “DIALECTICAL AND HISTORICAL' MATERIALISM

. Social-Democratic Party, it was aimed at winning the workers away from reformist 1llus10ns :
. 'to a scientific and revolutionary conception of history past and present. ™
. Engels’ work was based on the discoveries of the American anthropologist, Lewis Morgan,
' whose Ancient Society was published in 1877. Morgan, who had lived amongst and studied
the American Indians, discdvered in their kinship groups—or gens—the key to an under- -
& sta.ndmg of primitive society and its development. The importance of Morgan s dis-
. coveries, which led him to conclusions fully in line with the materialist eonceptlon of history,
. was immediately recognised by Marx and Engels. :
In The Ongm of the Family will be found:

1. An account of the development of the social forces of production from the most
. primitive food-gathering and hunting stage, through primitive agriculture, the domestication
of animals, to the upper stages of barbarism, when the smelting of iron ore and the invention
of the alphabet led to the beginnings of civilisation. . ‘

2. The hlstory of the development of the family, as the most elementary unit of human

* association, from group-marriage to monogamy. Engels showed how the development of
private property led to the transformation of famlly relations and to the subjugation of women.?
And he'deals with the future of the family in socialist society. - B

3. An account of the kinship orgamsauon——the gens—in primitive society; and of i 1ts
disruption by the development of private property. .

4. A demonstration of how the state arose with the division of soclety into antagonistic’
classes.? Engels traces the hlStOl'y of ‘the rise of the state amongst the ancient Greeks,
~Romans and Germans, and shows in detail the nature and funcuons of the state as an mstru-
ment of the oppression of one class by another. ‘

5. The last chapter contains a brilliant sketch of the wHole development of mwhsauon.
Engels shows how classes and exploitation arose out of th¢ division of labour, and how in
consequence every advance in production has been made only at the cost of fresh suﬂ'ermgs .

-of the exploited. -

.=
[y

ENGELS Dmlect:lcs of Nature — -

. Engels’ Dtalectu‘s qf Nature is an unﬁmshed book. A few chapters were left by him at -
the time of his death in more or less finished form; but a great part of it consists merely of
notes. In this book he intended to demonstrate how the discovéries of natural scierice
confirm that the same dialectical laws which operate in human society operate alse.in nature;
and how the dialectical method constitutes a great theoretical weapon of the naturil sciences..

. When Engels died in 18g5, the manuscripts of the Dialectics of Nature fell ifito the hands

.. of Berqstem (the * revisionist *’), who ‘did not see fit to publish any part of them. They

néver ‘saw the lighit until pubhshed by the Marx-Engels-Lemn Institute in the USSR,

~ in 1927, ’ :
Parts of this book are hard to follow for readers who have not at least soiig knowledge' -

of the natural smences——though those who have will find every page a ventable gold-mme

of ideas.
Bit the general reader will find little chﬂiculty with the Introductlon (which deals.

the history of science, and shows ho‘v the old viéw of the universe s a static system ‘has

1 tements by Marx, Lenit
mbet%&n:ntg:\?glﬁeszxd Engels, andStalmonwomenandtharponhQnmmetym‘s
3 See Lemn; The State and mean '
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sicture of universal evoluuon) ; with Chapter II (which c.xplams the dialectical
of the; ‘transformation of quanutauve into qualitative changes); with Chapter IX—
he. Part Played bnyabour in the Transition from Ape to Man > (which gives a classical ’
sition: of the Marxist view of human nature and its development); ; and with Chapter
Natural Science and the Spmt World  (in which Engels gives his estimate of
prntuahsni )

. The Introduction and The Part Played by Labour in the Transition from Ape to Man have been
@.ubhshed separately in the two-volume Marx-Engels Selected Works, and can be studled
independently of the rest of the Dialectics of Nature.

. Chapters ITI;TV and V—on “ The Basic Forms of Motion,” * The Measure of Motion ** .
d “ Heat” éontam v1tally important material on the dialectical conception of the forms
miption of matter, and give a brilliant account of the dialectics of ‘the science of mechanics.

"~ "Two chapters, on “ Electricity ”” and *“ Tidal Friction,” are of mainly historical interest.
", The long chapter of  Notes ** contains material of the utinost interest and importance
ing: to. the hlstory of science, smenuﬁc method, the ph.llosophy of science, the laws of

s, leat the *“Friends qf the People” Are and How Tlu_y Fight the Social Democrats,
rL894, contains a most important defence and explanation of dialectical and

cader dhou.ld consult Ghapter I, sections 1-4, of the History of the G’ommumst Party
of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) before readmg this book; in order to understand its ‘background.
‘e tykﬂ' ¢ Friends of the People ” are the Russian Narodniks; the Social Democrats
16 1 The book belongs to the period of the fight for the estabhshment of the
nocratic Labour Party on a Marxit basis.
fodniks of the. 90’s. had renounced revolytionary struggle agamst ‘the Tsanst
i{ They were attackmg Marxism by means of crude rnisreprésentations; - were
g the'growth of capxtahsm in Russia; were voicing -primarily the interests of° the
(kilaks) and were smgmg the praises of kulak faxmmg. In this book Lenin
e thern: their answer. : . .

> dea.lt m a concrete way w1th the « evolutlon of the ecbnomic

iety * anid. demonstrated the way the social superstructure iarises on .
Rnswenng ;hlsn ‘opponenm point by point, L’emn demonstrates the, ,methoa-\

n' he. exposes .t‘he mxsrepresentatlon that they’ Marxlsts Beli "
y fully deVeloped capttallst coyntry before it could becom,ea
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'\ | " of all kinds of benevolent » schem&, were supportmg the landlords and capl"
. deals with the rise of the industrial workmg class in Russia and shows how this riSing ¢lass,

) € in alliance with the exploited peasantry; is the force which can overthrow Tsansm andr thet
advance to the socxahst revolutnon. ‘ > ' ! |
& . LEN]N Matemlism and Empmo-Cntunsm

Of this book by Lenin, A. A. Zhdanov wrote that every sentence is like a plenmg v
. sword, annihilating an opponent.” It is a devastating attack against modern ﬂeahsm, a.

. bnlha.nt defence of the materialist standpoint, and a development of the basic 1deas of dm-'

lectical materialism in the light of scientific discovery. .
- It was written in 1908, in the period following the defeat of the 1g05-7 Revolutmon in
o Russia. The reader should consult the History of the C.P.S.U.(B), Cha.pter v, Secl;on 1,
o in order to understand the background. ’ 7
: It was a time of great difficulty for the revolutionary workmg class movement in-

. - -Russia. Reaction was ma.kmg savage attacks upon the working class, and with this went.
ideological offensive -against Marxism, which fashionable writers represented as being.
exploded and * out of date.,” This situation affected a group of the party intellectuals.

They began to write books and articles cla.lmmg to “ improve ** Marxism and to " bring; -

. ituptoddte”in the light of f modern science,” but in reahty attacking its entire theoretl al

foundations. T
S - Lenin’s Matenah.sm and Empirio-Criticism was written a.gamst this group.. It sa:ﬁe-
: guarded the theoretical tredasure of Marxism from the revisionists and renegades. But more
' 'than, that, it prov:tded a new materialist generahsanon of evérything impoitant and essentlal
acquired by, science, and especially the natural sciences, since Engels’ death. - “
- . The reader unused to phllosophxca.l literature will find an. initial difficulty in under- '
standing some of the terms used in this book, and the p@ferences to- various bourge
. philosophers and scientists: The term “Empmo-CntJC » is used to denote a whol ;ct
' of modern idealists. ' Leénin shows that their theories are copled from those of the Anglo-
" Trish phllosopher, George Berkeley (1684-1 753), who taught that' material thmgs hate no'
- real existence and that nothmg exists but the' sensations in ‘our own minds ; from '
) phﬂosopherme‘mzprBUq:)" who taught that we can 'have no kn_ ,
B thmgs-m-themselvw, which' are mysterious and unknowable ; and from the Aus
scientist and philosopher Ernst Mach (1838-1916), who., taught 'that bodies were ny
but . complexes.of sensations.” Lenin’s references.to and quotations from these phii osop ]
and their modern. followers are, however, suﬂimently detailed for the reader wh
argumqnt attentwely to understand what it is allabout, even thhout pmor\kno
' .‘ In Materidlism and Empmo-Gnlzmm is contained :
© 1. Adevastating exposure of the idealism of the modern philosophy. o'
) etends that matter e:nstmg outside us is an abstract:on and uhat wha,t €y
3 o " £ complexes of sensauons. :
. rpretenmons of th:s .plnlosophy, If.enm asksl e
.“ *Eld Nature exis pnor to man,? " . )
Mantlunkthhthehelpofthebram?” T
jCe answers "‘Y&s 2 " to both questxons' and that mea.ns 1t‘ha‘t ma

\

h 'clear assetuon a.nd explanahon of the most mporum : tui'w
of nature, i partidular— - ', _ x

_Th. practxcal test of ! knowledge, . o

}
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The rela.tlonslnp of relativé and absolute truth;
- The absolute existence of matter, as the objecuve reality given to man in his sensatlons,
The objective validity of causality and causal laws;

The objectivity of'space and time, as the forms of all bemg

-+ 8. The analysis of the crisis in modern physics, which arises from the contradlctxon
* betweeii new discoveries and the mechanistic ideas of * classical * physics. Lenin shows
«how two trends arise in physics, a materialist and an idealist trend. He exposes the sham
pretensions of the latter and demonstrates that modem physics is in travail; it is giving

- birth to dialectical materialism.”

4 The demonstration of the partisan character of all phllosophy, of the 1rreconc11ab1hty ’
of the struggle of materialism against idealism. Lenin shows that Marxism is matenahsm,

'm:econcﬂably opposed to every form of idealism and of attempted compromise between
ma'tenahsm and 1deahsm

Leﬁi‘n on Rehgion - ‘
The Marxist-Leninist teachings concemmg rehgnon and the attitude of the workers’
party towards religion! are summarised in three articles by Lenin—Socialism and Religions
 the Attitude of the Workers’ Party towards Religion, The Attitude of Classes and Parties toward,
thgwn. In these articles Lemn demonstrates:

3'1_. That all rehglon is a form of * spiritual oppression »_the opium of the people »

* That the programme of the Marxist Party is based on materialist philosophy.

3. That the party resolutely demands the separation of church from state, and fights
" against both militant clerical reaction and “ liberal >’ attempts to fog the minds of the people

with religious illusions.

4o That the party dées not ‘include the propaga.uon of atheism in its programme,, nor
does it demand atheism from all its members, but regards the abstract preaching of atheism
and the artificial fostenng of religious divisions amongst the workers as harmful and as playing,

_into the hands of reaction. .

',

- Lehin on Dxalecheal Materialism : Artxcles, Letters and Notes

Lenin’s Philosophical Notebooks, published in the Soviet Union, contain very extensive
material and commients on the essential ideas of dialectical materialism. Only a small
part has been pubhshed in English translation, under the title On Dialectics. ' In these riotes
Lenin surhmarises the essential 1deas of dlalectlcs, parucularly theidea of the umty and struggle

of opposites. '

In The Szgmﬁcam:e #‘ leztant Matmalum, written in 1922, Lenin sums up the tasks of.
ﬁh" ight for materialism and the need for Marxists to make common c¢ause with all those who

dopt a materialist standpoint against idealism. : v '
' In Two Laum' to Maxim Gorky Lenin expostulates with Gorky for ﬂ1rt1ng, with the ¢ god-» :

Lao, Tolstoy asa Mzrmr of the Russian Reuolutzon, Lenin applied the dmlecucal matena.hst
to_problems of literature and. literary criticism. He showed how: Tolstey reﬂected'

Bitradictary outlook and moods of the Russian, peasants.
2 nnportant m;planauons of the nature of the dialectical ethod are. contamed in,.
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L One Step Forward, Two Steps Back, the section headed  Something About Dialectics *'; aad
P in Once More on the Trade Unions, the section headed * Dialectics and Eclecticism.” =~ -
Lenin deals with the communist attit‘ude to morality in The Tasks of the Youth L i,

STALIN : Concerning Marxism in Linguistics . . ‘

& Stalin’s articles on linguistics—the science of lahiguage, its origin, nature and laws of
development—were written and published in 1950, in reply to questions addressed to him
by rank and file Soviet people in connection with current controversies concerning linguistics. -

In these aficles Stalin exposes the false theory that language is a part of-the social -
superstructure which arises on the economic basis, and that all language has a class character.
He shows that language is a means of communication serving society as a whole, and that it
changes and develops slowly, without violent revolutions or leaps. \ '

These articles are, moreover, of very great importance as demonstrating (a) how
‘Marxism understands the relation between basis and superstructure in society, (b) how it
understands the unity of the nation, (c) how it is opposed to dogmatism and demands con-.
tinual criticism and the testing of all conclusions. .

- . ]

Mm-ﬁgek Correspondénce ' , .
A number of important letters by Marx and Engels dealing with the principles. and
methods of historical materialism are contained in Volume II of Marx-Engels Selected Works.,
These comprise: A ‘ ' o
(a) Marx to Annenkov, explaining the general principles of historical materialism as.
- against Proudhon, who'thought that society was a manifestation of “‘eternal reason’;
(b) Marx to Kugelmann, about the Paris Commune; o L
Bloch, Mehring and Daniclsog,

(c) and a series of letters by Engels to Schmidt,
_— explaining how to understand and operate- the ;method of historical materialism
© and exposing vulgar over-simplification of the method. . -
- . These letters, especially the series by Engels, are most important reading for an under-
standing -of historical materialism. . o : : ‘
A coﬁfﬁf-‘gﬁensiw.re-selccﬁon*oﬁﬂlrMarif-Eﬁgcls correspondence edited by Dona Torr
- has been published in English. These letters range over the whole field of theoretical and
« practical activity covered by Marx and Engels during the whole course of their lives. They
contain material and explanations on many points of principle and of detail of the very
. greatest value to'students of Marxism. The volume is provided with an excellent mdex, L
" and the student should consult the index in order to find where the topics he is interested in
.are dealt with in the correspondence. , -
' In an unfinished article on the Marx-Engels Correspondence (included in . Marx,
Engel, Marxism) Lenin pointed out that * the epoch covered by the correspondence was just
the epoch when the working class became demarcated from bourgeois democracy, the epoch.
. of the rise of an independent labour movément, the epoch when the basic principlés'of- -
tarian tactics and policy were being determined,” ‘ T
‘He therefore points out how valuable to-day is the great wealth of material contained
'in the correspondence for the fight against opportunist policies in the Labour Movement.
“If ohe were to attempt to define in one word the focus of the whole correspondeénce,?

Lenin concludes, “that word would be: dialectics, The application of materialist =
* dialectics to the elaboration of all political economiy, from its foundations, to history,
" natural science, philosophy and ‘the policy and tactics of the working class—that is °
~ what intérested Marx and Engels above all.” oo L S

'
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by Marx and Engels Prior to ‘the Communist Manifesto

- _the three years before the publication of the Communist Manifesto Marx and Enge]s

. Jomﬂ wrqte two. books: The Holy Family, or a Criticism of All Critical Criticism, and The'

... German, Ideology. Marx himself wrote The Poderty of Philosophy and Engels. The Condition
Covof the Working Class in England 1844.

s They alsp wrote a nuinber of articles, which appeared in such journals as The Rhineland
Gazelte; The German-Frenih Yearbook, Forward. These include Marx’s Criticism of Hegel's
,Phdo.raﬁ}y of Law and The Fewish Question.*

.In: The Holy Family and The German Ideology, Marx and Engels registered their break with

. ‘the “Young Hegelian * school to which they formerly belonged and their adoption of the

‘ smndpomt of historical materialism. Both books are polemical in form and style.

. TheHoly Family has never been translated into English. Of The German Ideology, Parts 1
. and IIT have been translated, but not Part II.

- In Part I of The German Ideology Marx and Engels work out, in a prehmma.ry way, the
Gogcephons of historical materialism. Carrying on soc1al production, men institute
relations arid forms of property. On this basis are produced definite: modes of con-
'ms_ In. every epoch the ruling ideas are the ideas of the ruling class, and these a.re

ed by the new revolutionary ideas of the rising revolutlonary class. -
14 deals with contemporary writers—Max Stirner and thefso-called ¢ True-

g Povertj of Philosophy was written against Proudhon, who had Just pubhshed his-

qf overly.. In this book the ideas of historical materialism and scientific socialism. .

sharply formulated for the first time. Marx deals with the economic nature of the
pita“lhst exploitation of the worker (he had not yet, however, formulated the ‘distinction,
Jabour and labour-power), shows that economic relations are ‘historically constituted

‘ot - ekpresslons of “ eternal economic: categones,” and formulates the doctrme of

iggle.
vhth the role of the’ trade umon struggle and of the stnke movement Marx

,Enge Condition qf l]w Warkmg Class in England in 1844, deals, on the basis of Engels’
’ ations,, with the exploitation suffered by’ the British workmg class in the penod'
s of lafge-scale modern industry. The conditions of the birth and development of
Ariat as; a class are described, the competmon between workers and theif ‘évers
bination, the housing and other social. conchuons, the conditions i in pa.rtmtﬂar
and in agricultyre. © - - ,
ls dea]s with the 'development of the class struggle in Bnta.m the. growth of
. workirig class thovement, and: concludes that the union of Socla.hh R
. will be the next step »” And he foretells the mevxtablhty of a pr v

Kl

S ectuon' of mnnuscnpts by me, bel g to this penod Hias. beert ublisl’xed in Gexzmanl uhder t]‘e' ;
itle Emwmw h:b:oghwal Mma-zpl.r. An oh:s‘g“tlranslauon is being, prepareg ’
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4 POLITICAL ECONOMY
INTRODUCTION L

Pohtlca.l economy is the science of the laws governing the productxon and exchange gf.
the material means of subsistence in human soc1ety And it is the development of the mo
. of production and exchange, i.e. the economic development of society, which is the'

v of the whole of social development. -
’ From this historical materialist standpomt Marxmn investigates the laws of dwelop-
v .ment of capitalist society, and discovers in the production of . surplus value the key to
understanding the capitalist economic system.

" Marxism thus exposes the essential nature of the explona.non of the workmg c]ass
the capitalist class, and by so doing it arms the working class with an economic theory whi
enables us to understand the laws of development of capitalism, to see where capitalism coin
: from and where it is leading, to realise the nature of the class struggle of the working’ class
Cag agamst the capitalist class, and the historic mission of the working class to take power exX-

. propriate the capitalists and build socialism. ’ :

The essential work here is Marx’s Capztal to the completlon of which he devoted' the"
* greater part of his working life.
But Capital is not a book for the 'begmner to. take up. .Before. attemptmg to tackle it;

" the reader should have made himself familiar with Socialism, Utopzan and Scientific and The
.~ Communist Manifesto, which will prepare lnm to understand the meanmg of Marx’ sf\mda.men‘tgl :
' discovery of surplus value. :

In addition, there are several short works in’ whlch basxc 1dea vali
\éxplained in a popular form, and these need to be read ﬂl}Fre Capital. %f"vs:;pal;spzlgl ts by
'Marx are at.this point essential reading: Wages, Price and Profit and Wagc.Lab',m,. vind
Along with these, Lenin’s Karl Marx will be found very helpful and so will Enj
Marx and. Speech at the Graveside of Karl Marx (see above Part. ), togéther wit
 reviews of Capital-and of Critigue of Political Economy, .

~ Having read the above, which are-all comparatively short, the reader will be equipr
 with an elementary working understanding of the leadmg ideas of the Mamgt 'kmenoe
pohtlcal econpmy, and of the nature of surplus value in particular,

wishes to gof further ﬁ’om this point,in the study of political econ oy
- be m a ‘posxﬁ' i to tackle. Capztal .
y Gapital is. & tajor undertakmg Marx himself in a letter
“first French tianislation, wa;'ncd about the difficulties. " Science hi
those who, are not afraid of tiri  themselves b bi , iy
of atmiﬁihg" the clea.r hgh‘t of 1ts sumxm ", y chm lng " steep pa.th :

Phis. was o vead the chaptem ot The: Workmg Da.y
d Ma.nufaéturel,‘ M’achinery-“éhd fihally Pi
: i ctory works mentloncd above can,




o the basis of the analysis of commodity production and then of the formation of capital and
surplus value goes on to reveal the economic law of motion of capitalist society.
~ ‘There are three volumés of Capital, and it is the first volume which is most essential.
"Engels pointed out in a letter to Victor Adler (March 16th, 1895), that the most important
; cl;apters in Volumé II were Chapters 1, 4, 7, 8, 9 and in Volume III, 1, 4, 8, 9, 13-27, 37,
38, 44-47- S i . )
" Marx originally intended to publish a fourth volume, parts of which are now available
i English under the title Theorias of Surplus Value. In it will be found a very useful exposition
of the basic economic ideas of Marxism. Here also will be found Marx’s fullest treatment .
of the nature of the cyclical economic crises of capitalism, concerning which there is a brief
treatment in Volume I, Chapter 25 and in Volume IIT, Chapter 15, Section 3, and Chapter 30.
A word must be added about the English translations of Capital. The standard trans-
lation: of Vol. I is that by Samuel Moore and Edward Aveling, edited by Engels himself.
This is at present available in the edition published by Allen & Unwin, edited by, Dona
Tofr.. ‘The Everyman edition, with an Introduction by G. D. H. Cole, cannot be recom-
hendeéd, as the translation is less reliable. The only translation of Volumes IT and III

e . N
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is that b'y Ernest Unterm;a.nn. v

_ As guide and companion to the study of Capital, the student should use Engels’ Synopsis

- of Capital. -He can also refer to Lenin’s What the Friends of the People Are (see above Part 111),
‘in: which there is important material about Capital and its significance. o

. A very important exposition of Marxist political economy is contained in Part, II of

Englels” Anti-Diihring (see above Part 2). . The later chapters of this part of Anti-Duhring

- expound some of the fundamertal concepts of political economy, while the earlier chapters

" iexplain how the mode of distribution of products depends on the mode of production.
© " Of the other works on. political economy listed in. this part, Marx’s Critique of Political

’ Economy is not essential reading, since the ground it covers was worked over again by Marx

" in the first part of Capital, and it is no easier to read. , ‘ .
. 'There remains Engels’ important articles on The Housing Question, Lenin’s Development of
- ‘Cdpﬂalivn-m Russia, Characterization of Economic Romanticism, and Lenin’s articles On the
woAgrarian Question. - The latter are essential reading for understanding the development of
capitalism in agriculture. And on this special problem the reader can also refer to Capital,
Vilume I; Chapter 15, Section 10, Chapter 25, Section 5e, Chapters 27-30 and Volume III, '

'MARX : Capital ‘ Lo S
The aim of Marx’s Capital is “ to lay bare the economic law of motion of modern sogiety.”
. ““As long as there are capitalists and workers on earth, no 'book has appeared
‘which is of as much importance for the workers,” wrote Engels in reviewing Capital.
“ The relation between capital and labour,’ the hinge on which our entire present -
system of society turns, is here treated scientifically for the first time.” .
. In-Capital are embodied and worked out Marx’s two great discoveries—the laws of
- development -of human society (historical materialism) and surplus value, which is the
key to the special law of motion governing the capitalist mode of production, By means’
se discoveries, Marx in Capital shows the origins of capitalisi, its development and how
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It is a vast work, uncompleted by Marx at the time of his death, He mmple,-

finished for the press only the'first volume, which was published in 1867. After
death, Engels devoted himself to the editing of the second and third volumes, which appeared

L.

in 1885 and 1894 respectwely - .
:g : Volume I. . ‘ )
*+ The first volume explams the nature of caplta.hst productlon and its laws of development‘
- Part I,

Since capitalist produchon is commodzy production, in which the wealth' of soclety
presents itself as ““an immense accumulation of commodities,” the equsmon opens with an
analysis of the nature of commodities. This analysis, which occupies the long first chapter

. constitutes the most difficult part of the whole book. -

A commodity is essentially a product of labour, wh.tcli'has a use and whlch is produced
for purposes of exchange. A commodlty, therefore, has a twofold nature—a use-value and
an exclzange-value. Its use-value is determined by its satisfying some human need. But what .
determines its exchange-value ? In other words, what have commodities in commoén by -
virtue of which they can be equated one to another as exchange-values ?

. Evéry commodlty, Marx answers, is produced by expend1ture of human labour, and so
embodies a certain quanuty of socially necessary labour time. The value of a commothy 1
determined by the quantity of socially necessary labour time embodied in it.

On the-basis of his analysis of the nature of commodities and theit value, Marx goes on
to deal with the nature of mongy. A particular commodxty, e.g. gold, becomes money when
_- the values of all other commodities are expressed in terms of this money commodity. Money
then functions as a umversal measure of value and as the medium for the circulation of
commodities. ) /-

\ P art II ' ’
b The #ransformation of money into capztal depends on the capitalist, as' owner of money, s
bemg able to buy the labour power of the worker. Labour power becomes a commodity which
is. bought and sold. As with all commodmm, its value is determined by the amount of °
« ‘socially necessary labour-embedied*in-it; i.e:-by the amount of socially necessary labour
.required to maintain the worker. When this commodity—labour power—is used, i.€.
when the\worker i§ set to ‘work, it is able to produce a new value greater than its own.

If, for example, the worker works six hours to reproduce the value ‘of his own labour power,

then in all the time he works over six hours he produces a surplus value. This is appropriated .
by the .capitalist. '

o Part III. ' ' '
o Marx then deals in detail w1th the productxon of surplus value; wlnch prb\ndw the key
T ) understandmg the whole process’ of capitalist prodiiction. -
“The labour process, he shows, involves three factors: (1) the personal activity of»‘ man'
_i.e. work itsélf; (2) the subject of work; and (3) the instruments. In the lla ur: Process
man’s activity thh the help of instruments of labour effects an alteration deﬁlgn ed fﬁzom the
commencemeiit in the matetial worked upon. - .
The capitalist’ ‘buys labour power in order to use it for the production of ¢a odl Tes;
of values and of surplus value. - His capital is divided irito constant. capital, which us-leq;pend' I
on raw matenals and instruments of labour (machinery, etc.), and variable capital; which is
. @xpended on buying labour power. The values of the raw material and instruthents consumed.
in- the. labour ;Srocess pass unchanged into the value of the product. The \surplus va
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‘ .a.ccrues solely, fiom. the expenditure of labour power, i.e. from the worker workmg longer

than the time necessary to reproduce the value of his own labour power. The rate of surplus

valug, which mezasures the degree of exploitation of the worker, is defined; therefore, as the
. 'ratio of the total Surplus, value produced to the variable ca.p1ta1 expended.

‘ In capitalist productlon there is a constant drive to increase the rate as well as the mass

L oof surplus value, i.e. to increase the exploitation of the worker. Therefore in the beginning

of the capitalist epoch there occurred a drive to lengthen the working day to its utmost limits.

Z][Sn the cha.pter on the working day, Marx brings forward evidence of this, especially from
ntam

Part IV.

L _The rate of surplus value can also be increased by increase in the productivity of labour
“due tor use of ma.chmery 4 For such increase in the productivity of labour reduces the
- .amount of labour time socially necessary to maintain the labourer, and so has the effect of
w:edue'mg the. time which the worker works for himself in relation to the time he works for the
. prodhein“n of surplus value for the capitalist.
. While suiplus value produced by prolongation of the workmg day is called absolute
‘ n;rlﬁl' i!alale, that arising from curtailment of necessary labour time is called relative Surplus
value
Capltahst produchon has passed through three phases—simple co-operatwn, where a
vmnnber ‘of individual workpeople are brought togethér, each producing a finished articlé;-
‘mdnufactwre, ‘where numbeis co-operate to produce the finished article by division of labour,
ach performinig a partial operation; and modern industry using power-driven machmcry
thi chapter on: machinery and modern’industry/ Marx explains the nature of maclunery and
feals wth 1ts develoPment and its eﬁ”ects upon the workers, -

. then' dea.ls W1th some. problems of the production of both absolute and relatlve

value; showing thie effects of changes in the length of the workmg day ¢ and of changes )
fhe produchveness and mtenmty of labour.

'I’he ext pai‘t ‘deals. thh the question of wages. Wa.ges are wrongly regarded as fhe
¢ of labour, sinée labour has itself no value. “What is bought and sold for wages is the
rker’s labour power. . Piece wages are a convertéd form of time wages, Just as time wages

onverted form of the pnce "of labour power. '

2

prooess of the circulation of capital, three phases are mvolved (1A sum of money
>d into means of preduction and libour power. (2) By the applicatior of: labour,
ans of production are converted into commodities; whose value coritains ‘the capx‘tal '
ad anc i plus a surplus value.” ' (3) By the sale of the- commodmes produqed thls |
Again re d'in ' monéey. Y ‘
5 ithat the process of cap1tahst produetlon is at the saffie ume a process \of ‘
' A giv‘em capital does not mierely rEproduce melf Jbut: By tlw conper.
iltiplies itself many tifmes over: e

the proporhon' of cotistant to variable ¢a Ltal mereases vTh :

] capital into<the hands of bxgger cap 1&1& coficerns; anid an’
is.continuously formeds « This is composed of workers wh 8

f dant, dﬁ'e' to the i'e’latlve« chmniut:on *of the v‘ "abIe vconshtu int of
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: capital (i.e. that part used to, buy labour power); while the tohl eapm.l mcreases.
‘ as a reservoir of labour for capitalist exploitation. - - '
° ) This is the general law of capitalist-accumulation. As aresult, there 13 am accumlﬂa
: of social misery correspondmg with the accumulation of ca.p1tal Accumulation of wealth
for the capitalist class is at the same time accumulation of mlsery for the working, class.

. . A <

& Part VIIL ' : _
In order that capltahst producnon should become posmble, there must ﬁrst be an,
initial accumulation of wealth available for conversion into means of production and laBo'
power, and a supply of  free labourers,” i.e. the creation of a propertyless proletariat with
.. nothing to sell but labour power. ‘The process whereby these conditions were first realised
is the process of primitive accumulation. Drawing particularly. from Enghsh sources, Ma
v shows that it involved (1) colonial plunder, and, (2) the expropnatlon of the peasantry
« from the land. ' )
- The forcible conversmn of former small peasa.nt cultlvators into wage ‘lal‘)ourem,,
- compelling them to sell their labour power and to buy the means of subsistence they former y
" produced for themselves, was a major factor in creating the home marketfor capitalist production -
Lastly, in the chapter entitled The Historical Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation, Mara
shows how the laws of development of capitalism- mewtably lead to the énd of mpltalzsm -

-

Vplume I[.

A number of problems are left over for solution ﬁ-om the first volume, of Cajntal tiou '
the first volume contains all the essential ideas for thelr solut;on. . These probl s
- the second and. third volumes. :
o - InVolumeI Marx had dealt with the essential process underlymg caplta.hst producti
-—the producuon of surplus value. In Volumes II and IIL he‘ studies how the prodil
. of surplus valué is expressed in the familiar caplta.hst‘te —in profit and the rate of
, in the processes of capitalist circulation; in interest andfthe credit system, ete, "Thifs.y
.. Volume I deals with the underlymg essence of capitalist production, Volumes II and 1
- show how this essence is manifested in; gives rise to, all the surface. appedrances of' ‘cgpl- i
" economy;with which alone the capitalist economists concern' themselves. -
B The second volume deals w:th the circulation of capital. It is divided into tlhz:ee
" 'Thefirst part analyses, the seties of transformations through which a given capi
to pasd—ﬁ‘om ‘money, t0 commodities and ‘back to more money. Money gapx
been advanced to buy msans of production and labour power, becomes. prod
. ) follows the process “of p::pducuon itself, as a result of which a mass of commo
) Od: d, in- which (;apltal appears as commodzy’ capital. Lastly, thete comes
sion into money 83 a result of the. sale of these. commodities. - Capital s
Totate thiough this entire cycle, and Marx analyses the condmo‘ns reqm -
of ea ape and the expenses ;nvokred at each’ stage. : B
ads to the analys:s of turnover, which occupies the scuond ,part
‘made between fixed and circulating capital—the 1 fixed capi
buildings, etc.) which only, partly tra,nsfers its- value to
2 fUFROVer, while the clrculatmg“‘ apital (raw. ;
) r.eneweq after each turniove _The,pemod of turnover has tw«mg
.t:lrcula.a ny and the shorter the~pem,od‘ of tus
ni‘ated di
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‘Marx divides the .total product, and therefore the total production, of society into two
great departments: (I) Means of Production, (II) Means of Consumption. He shows how in
ithe total process of circulation of the aggregate social capital both the constant and variable
capital employed in each of these departments is reproduced.

Volume IIL.

\

- The third volume, t;.nﬁﬂed'Capitalirt Production as a Whole, is concerned with rent, interest

and profit. : - .
In Volume I Marx explained the nature of surplus value, making it clear that the profit
comes from surplus value. The rate of surplus value was defined as the ratio of the total
surplus value produced to the variable capital expended. Marx now shows that, as distinct
from the rate of surplus value, the'rate of profit is defined by the ratio of the total surplus value
produced to the total capital advanced, including the constant as well as the variable capital.
Marx then explains the formation of an average rate of profit. It is clear that the rate of
sufplus value being given, the rate of profit must be higher according as the proportion of
-variable to constant capital is greater. But due to competition and the flow of capital from
one branch of production to another, the products of one branch are'sold above their value
aid those of another below their value, resulting in the formation of an average rate of profit

over Eapitalist industry as a whole. : . \
~ From this follows the determination of the price of production which is equal to constant
and variable capital expended plus the average profit. Deviations of ‘market prices from
price of production are explained by variations of supply and demand. :
~ Marx then demonstrates the very important law of the falling rate of profit. Since, given
the rate of surplus value, the rate of profit must be less where the proportion of constant to
variable capital is greater, it follows that as the proportion of constant capital increases over
.industry as a whole, as a result of increasing mechanisation and higher productivity of labour,
the rate of profit for industry as a whole must fall. This tendency of a falling rate of profit
«€an only be counteracted by a-corresponding increase in the rate of surplus value, i.e. by.
increasing the exploitation of the worker. v . o
Marx analyses in detail the nature of commercial and financial capital and of interest and the
 oredit system.  Commercial or merchant’s capital plays a special part in_ the process of
circulation, facilitating the sale of products of capitalist industry and claiming in return'a.
ghare of surplus value amounting-to at least the average rate of profit. Money capitalists
also play a special role in lending out mioney at interest, the interest being paid out of a
portion of the profit. ' As the credit system develops, a new aristocracy of finance >’ emerges.
The opeérative direction of production then begins to be separated from the ownership of -
capital. The development of the credit system accelerates the accumulation of wealth into
* afew hands and reduces the process to “ a collossal form of gambling and swindling ’; and
'-' it ereates all the prerequisites for the conversion of capitalist property into social property.
Marx shows that the merchant and the usurer are older than the system of capitalist
+ production, and existéd in pre-capitalist conditions. Merchants and usurers flourished in:
both slave.and feudal saciety, and M']arx indicates the role they played in slave and in feudal .
production. The existence of a numerous and powerful class of merchants and userérs did.
niot by itself teid to prométe a change in the mode of production. . = . . :
. Marx then analyses thie nature of ground rent, making the impértant distinction between.
éitial and absolute ground rent. Absolute gent atises from the generally higher proportion,
dable to constant capital in agriculture. This means that a higher rate of profit is.
agriculture, which is not levelled down to the average rate where private ownership'

s
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of land prevents- the free flow of capital into agriculture. The difference constitutes
@absolute rent. - Differential rent arises from the greater proﬁ‘tabﬂlty of the cultivation of bettes
as compared with worse land. The additional profit accrumg from working the bet(m
land as compared with the worst land under cultivation constitutes differential rent. "
The whole analysis in Vol. III of Capital makes it clear that the working class as a whole
is exploxted by the ca,pxtahst class as'a whole, the total surplus value produced being shared -
out in a variety of ways and in a variety of forms among a number of different mpltahst
interests, p
The last part-of Volume III on the revenues and their Sources was never finished.i In
it Marx formulates criticisms of the assumptions of bourgeois political economy, and provides -
a brilliant summary of the basic features of the scientific analysis of capitalist production as

a whole, .

N

~

MARX : Critique of Political Economy
Marx’s Critique of Political Economy was _published in 1859. It consists of only two
chapters, on commodities and money, and covers the same ground as Part I of Capital. It
was in fact Marx’s first formulation of the theory of commodities and money, from which
follows the discovery of surplus value and the whole analysis of the nature and laws of devclop-
ment of caplta.hsm contained i in Capital. Marx originally intended it to be the first partofa
complete treatise on pohtxcal economy. He modified his plans, however,! and elg‘ht years
later pubhshed Volume I of Capital.
\ . There is nothing in Critique of Political Economy which is not worked out more fully in.
/‘, ‘Capital, except that the Critique contains polemic§ against bourgeois pohtlca.l economists *
omitted in Volume I of Capital. These polemics are more fully developed in Fhevriss of .
Surplus Value, and in the chapter “ From the Critical History > which Marx contnbuted to
Engels’ Anti-Duhring (Part I1, Chapter X). /
s The Preface to Critique of Political Economy contains Marx’s classic formulation of the
principles. “of historical materialism, dealt with.above in connecnon ‘with Sta.lm s Dzalectwal
- and Historical Materialism.

Engels on % Capltal” ’
Reviews written by Engels of Crztzque of Political Economy and of Capztal contain an in.
valuable introduction to the study of Capital itself. '
In reviewing the Critique of Political Economy for a German paper The People, Engels pomts
out that scientific polmcal economy arose in Germany with the rise .of the worlnng C
party. Itis grounded on the materialist concepuon of history. Engels deals with Marx’s
relation to Hegel, and then shows how Marx’s dxalecuc was applied in cmplmmng the natuxg
of commoditiés. o
Two reviews of Cajntal by Engels, written for the Leipzig Democratic Weekly and for the
London Forinightly Review, give a simple account of Marx’s diseovery of surplus value.
Engels bega.n the writing of a Synopsis of Capztal which he carried on as far art IV
‘This synopsls is a most valuable guide and compamon to the study of Capital itself,

\ -~

MA’RX Theorxes of Snrplus Value
Theories of Surplus Value is taken from manuscripts which Marx left for .the last

volurne of Capital and whith Engels intended to edit and publish as Volume IV of Capita

Engcls did not live to, accomplish this task, which was undertaken by Karl Kautiky



hE \separate ntle, ZZTIwones qf Surplus Value, Kautsky’s
arply-efiticised in the Soviet Umon, where a new complete} i
 of Value s, at ,Bmcnt under preparation. N B
Sgrplus. Value consists of a series. of studies of economists who preceded Marx,
ed_b_-K.autskymthreebooks : v v

t

4

: cal Enghsh pohtlcal economy » as one of the main sources of Marxism. Hence;
 study and: criticism of this classical pohtxcal economy. is of the greatest interest ané '
ﬂme]_.ps claify many aspects. of his own work.
s of Surplus Value is likewise of very great importance for the understa.ndmg and -
f bourgpms economic theory, since many of the still ¢urrent arguments which seek
capitalist proﬁts are merely refurbished versions of old views cntrcally exammed by
his, work., - -
unporta.ncc in the sections pubhshed in Enghsh translauon wrll be found
Marx! ~re-exp1anauon of his own analysis of surplus value in the hght ofa. critique

. dis covenﬁ and efrors of the “ Physrocrats “—together with the whole analysis of!
this school of political economy, which' corresponded to the penod when capitalism, was - o
within- decaying feudal society. — S

Marx’s examination of the moonmstencres of AdamTS;;tﬁ,.who-reahsed that px‘oﬁt e,
O unpald labour,l but who fell into confusion over the questron of the value of ' '

’s expla.nahom of the quesuon' of price of; productlon, the rate of proﬁt, and xt.he
ulation of capital, in connection with the cnuque of Rlca.rdo, who, as he
,tmgmsh surplus value from proﬁt, a.nd mrxed up pnee of prodhchon with'

. ,Mamx’s analysxs of the causes of the cychcal crlses of caprtahsm

r

( 9) pubhsh,,_ } as a pamp‘hlct, Wags Lab i e
to elp the worker to understand‘ h1s own economlc pcfs

labour jﬁovver.v He explams how p
_“‘od He proves that th e

een: wéges and'z Ma
wages and profits.  The copsta.n :
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MARX : Wages, Price and Profit

This pamphlet by Marx (which is also known as, Vqlue, c‘ ah” Praﬁt) do,n’ta.:hs a siapl

~ explanation of the basic ideas of political economy—value and surplus value. '

“This explanation begins with the sixth chapter. Marx explains what is the_valu
commodities, the relation of value and market prices, the value of 'labqur power; the
and nature of surplus value, the rate of surplus value and the rate of prQﬁt how surpl 1
value is decomposed into rent, interest and profit. !

Thus all the most.important conceptions work ed out in Cajntal are hene mtrbduée‘d
the reader in an easy and popular way.

. The pamphlet is based on two speeches made by Ma.rx to the General Councﬂ of the
International Working Men’s Association in 1865. The First International was conisidering
its attitude to the contemporary strike movement and to. demands for raising wages :

- English delegate, John Weston, put forward the idea that. hlgher wages could not i :u:nprove
the conditions of the workers, since if wages went-up, so would prices:

‘In answering him, Marx shows that wages can rise at the expense of proﬁts. He Gt
through all Weston’s. confusmns about “ currency circulation,” * supply and deinand,?”” th
o regulanon of pnces * and proves that a general increase in wages would not ‘mean.a ris¢
in prices but a fall in profits. .

... Marx here demonstrates how the science of pohucal économy is, an’ mstrument fo
showing the workers the way forward, and for ¢learing.up such confusions as those of Jo
Weston. Though spoken nea.rly a hundred .years ago, 'his words rernain very contem BT

. —the same argument continues in in the working class movement. . :
. In concluding his address, Marx shows that there is no <economic law W
" the level of wages and profits. How much shall bé paid in wages, how muck,
_ profits, is,determined in thé’last a.nalysxs by thc relative strength of the €61
by the class- struggle. o :

Heé states in conclusion that instead of tﬁe conservative motto * A
a fair day’s work,” the working class Shblﬂd mscnbe on their ba:nner the mvoluuo v
watchword “ Abohuon of the wages system.”. -

P

N - [

,ENGELS H The Housmg Qpestlon

. Inthis book Engels deals with a- secondary consequence of the economniic law @

’ ment of cap1ta.hsm—the housing questiof. ‘He shows ‘how: hot only bad and

housing, bt &, housing shortage and’ high rents, affecting fot only. the wo:

large seché‘ns of the ﬁnddle class also, result from the rap1d dev.elop

capitalism, - [¢ discusses various schemcs proposed for ng the housi
- congludes ‘that this roblcm is, integrally .cqnn_ecfegl 3 th capltahsm. T
 éndinig of caplmhsm will the housmg question be finally solved..

It first appeared 1 in the form of three articles ifi the German
the' i dusmal 'boom followmg the .énd of the Franto-Pro

CSHIC
'Engel’s GXPQSBS the fa.llacy
few. iegai refoi‘ms AN

\
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2:  Engels deals with the proposal to solve the housing problem by ensuring that every
‘wortker shall 6wn “his own little house™ He shows that this is a utopia, and moreover not *
a, gocidlist proposal but a thoroughly reactionary proposal. And in this connection he
slaing the trué €conomi¢ relation bétween landlord and tenant and the nature of house:
he landlord-tenant relation is not like the relation between capitalist and worker,
but is baséd on an-ordinary sale and purchase transaction between two citizens. The land-

- lord sells the use of the house to the tenant.

- 3: Engels proves that the capitalists, while forced to agree to various steps to alleviate

thc ﬁousmg ‘problem, do not want,to solve it; and that housing schemes initiated by the
‘capitalist state do not solve it either. He enters in some detail into questions .of building
societiés; state aid for housing, factory housing schemes, town planning, ' ‘
4. -Engels shows how, with the seizure of power by the proletariat, existing housing
i be utilised for the benefit of the working class; and he shows how the eventual solution
' the housing question will be bound up with the abolition of the antithesis between town
countryside. o '

NIN : The Development of Capitalism in Russia ) i ,

. 'This book, which should be read in conjunction with the first three chapters of the
Historyof the G.P.S.U.(B), is an unexcelled example of the application of the Marxist method
n theé iﬂvgiﬁ,gation of the dévelopment of the economy and, class relations in a particular

in worked on it during his imprisonment in 1896, and it was finished in exile in
. Its analysis of the social and economic development in Russia provided the basis
he Bolshevik progfamme and strategy in the 1905-7 Revolutiom: ~ -~~~ . .. ° L
Lenin shows how the development of capitalism in Russia was increasing the social
livision of labour, dividing the producers into capitalists and workers, and creating a home
' Parts, of the book only have been, translated into English. These are the parts
ncerned with the development of capitalism in Russian agriculture—the growth

talist firming amid numerous survivals of serfdom, and the consequent disintegration
fdf e : - ntry, Wi.th the appearance of a r"ra']_ bourgeoisie on _the one hal"ld ahd of rural )
Wage-workers on the other. | . S . '

N

LENIN : A Characterisation of Economic Romanticism ‘ -
- 'THiS was written in 1897 and is directed against the economic theories of the Populists
arodniks), whese standpoint was based on a utopian desire to halt, the development .of
pitalisny and- return to small-scale production. In it Lenin criticises the theories of the
‘ on : Sismiondi, whose views were highly prized by the Narodniks., “This criticisin
’ g explanations of Marxist economic analysis, and of its relation to the
yeois political économy. ) '

demonstrates that the progressive character of capitalism consists i the develop-'
e forpes of production, and that by bringing to a head the contradiction betwegn
action: and private dppropriation capitalism prepares the ground for socialism, -
s the scientific analysis of Marxism with the romantic views of Sismondi, who -
the contradictions: of ‘capitalism but failed to analyse them scientifically of to
the laws of capitalist development. Lenin deals especially with_ the question .

of the home market, the connection of production and consumption, the.

f ¢apital, and the causes of capitalist crises.
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Lenin on the Agrarian Question » T
In his writings on the agrarian question, Lenin provides, in the first place, an' aial
of the laws of development of capitalism in agriculture, based on a wealth of ‘statistic
information from European countries and from the U.S.A. o :
This analysis is to be found in his writings:
" Capitalism in Agriculture. .
The Agrarian Question and the * Critics  of Marx. ’
New Data on the Laws of Development of Capitalism in Agriculture.
The Agrarian Programme of Social Democracy in the First Russian Revolution. v .
These writings aré difficult to follow unless the reader has previous acquaintance with -
the main ideas of Marxist economics. They are an impoitant continuation and application
 of the principles of Marx’s Capital. They constitute an indispensable part of Marxist studiés -
‘particularly for those concerned with agricultural questions. They are all polemical in
style, being directed against writers who either denied the capitalist development of agri
culture altogether or misrepresented its laws of development. v o L
In Capitalism and Agriculture, Lenin deals with a Narodnik writer who had criticised -
Kautsky’s book on the Agrarian question (written at a time when Kautsky was still a Marxist), .
Lenin makes clear a number of fundamental characteristics of thé development of capitalism
in agriculture—the proportion of constant -to varidble capital increases in agriculture, &s-
in industry; there takes place a concentration of land-ownership in the hands of landle:
_and mortgage corporations; large-scale production supplants small-scale, not gnerely
increase in the area of farms but also by increase of intensity of production on a small area: .
lisation of machinery. He thén shows fuither

o

there is growth of wage labour and of the u v
how the development of capitalist agriculture is hampered by various difficulties and con

dictions, particularly ground rent, the growth of the Iurbamt the expense of rural population,
"

and competition of cheap grain from newly developed
* are not burdened by ground rent.- ) ' ] -
- The sife questions are again taken up in The Agrarian Question and the ** Critics ** of

Marx, Here, after a fundamental explanation of the fallacy of the so-called * law*% of
diminishing ‘returns,- and_an_exposition of the Marxist theory of ground rent, Lénin deal:

especially with the question of large-scale versus small-scale farming, -exposing théerror o
those who imagine that small. fatming is more “ progressive.””* o -

New Data on the Laws of Development of Capitalism in Agriculture brings out further the points
already explained by means of a profound analysis of the development of agriculture-in. &
 United States. Amongst other points emphasised both in this and the previous articles is
the ‘esséntially capitalist chardcter -of agricultural co-operation, in a capitalist state, through
farmers’ co-operative associations.® . ‘ ’ T
 In The Agrarian Programme of Social Democray in. the First Russian Revolution; 1905-7,
Lenin gives a detailed analysis of the existing system of land ownership in Russia and of the

as overseas where the prodiicers

tasks of the agrarian revolution in Russia, : N e
The key issues are confiscation of the estates of the landlords and nationalisation of the
land. Lenin_proves that the nationalisation of the land, in a capitalist state, does not
destroy capitalism in agriculture but, on the contrary,. by removing the mai obatacles to-
!:lié-ﬁ_'ee investment of cagital in agticulture, furthers its development. ' This point isdeveloped -
in Chapter III, which alSo contains a simple exposition of the Marxist theory of ground refit. -
- 'I\See'ﬁh’gels,mPeanQwﬁoninFrmdemty. : . o
* But see also Lenin On Co-operafion.
\ .




dok is published separately in the 12-volume edition of Lenin Selected - i
ﬂier ¢hapters; I, IT, IV and Conclusion, are included in Lenin Selected ;

gs by Lenin dealing with thé agrarian question in pre-revolutionary Russia.
in addition to the treatment of the development of capitalism in Russian
‘contained in the relevant, chapters of The Development of Capitalism in Russia.
Agrarian Question in Russia at the end of the Nineteenth Century, Lenin gives a detailed

¢ types of farming in Russia and of ‘their development, of the classes, of the
vision of the peasants, and conclides that two altérnative paths of development -
oped. to Russian agriculture—thé ‘“ Russian  path, through the growth of kulak o
35 or the *“ American * path, through the nationalisation of the land. This analysis <
ded the basis for the agrarian: programme of Russian Social-Democracy, including its o
nds voiced later, for the nationalisation of the.land.
 the: booklet To the Rural Poor published in 1903 for illegal distribution amongst the
we £iid a model of the simple, popular and forceful presentation of the party’s
nomic and class analysis and programme of action. S T

.yL‘
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. INTRODUCTION I
Marxism teaches that without its own political party the working class cantio efea
‘capitalism, cannot win power and cannot build soeiglism; * - ©. " 0
" Marx and Engels stressed above all the need for an independent working class
party. * The working class can act as a class only by establishing a distinct political p
opposed to all the old parties formed by the possessing classes »*— so said the rulés !
First International, founded by Marx. , e
Marx and Engels were writing in a period when the working' class movement -
" inprocess of formation, and their attitude was summed up in the Communist Manifésto:
* -Communists do not form a separate party opposed to other working class parties.”.

o

strove to unite the working class behind a common' political programme,
conquest of political power. e S R
" 'Marx and Engels resolutely fought all attempts to introduce bourgeois and
bourgeois ideas and policies into the party, and to'tufn it into a party of class collabo:
They sought to base the party on the revolutionary principles of Marxism and to win'o\
to' these principles the main organisations of the working class. Such was their en
"political activity. And they paid the closest attentio i to defining the attitude of the
class to all other cldsses, particularly to the peasantry, whot they regarded as imost itnpa
allies of the working class. N P,
" Lenin founded the Bolhevik Party at the beginning (of the’epoch of imperialism.
decades of relatively “ peaceful * development, opportunist tcnﬂencleshad bedom
" the West European socialist parties. ~An overhaul of fhe entire activity of the Inte
and a decisive break with opportunisin, had becomge grgcnt}y' necessary. Ir.mnhe
_ * Party he created a working class party of @ new bps, able to unite a:ndlead the wor!
" in the decisive battles against capitalism—a party embodying strongdemocratic cen
* .and“voluntary discipline, firmly based on the revolutionary principles 3f M :
. apply them and tp carry them forward. - ST
g ‘Such: a-party, equipped with revolutionary theory, the vanguar
. class, Itis an organised detachment of the wongciw, g.nd ‘Fl?e h1 165t
tion of the working clags, influericing, leading and directing all the
' the workers towards the great aim of cohquering

" the instrument for the dictatorship of the proletatiat. Itprese

i

" allowing no factional activity to-disrupt it. It purges its
~ . at each-stage of the struggle on the principle of
blow is to; be directed, and of drawirig all possible allie
" Tt Bolshevik Party was built in the strugglefor
isfii in; the working class\movement. Its !
ied in' the fight against “*economismy
- goncentrate on fighting only foreconomic deman
wegken the organisation and unity of the party 82
laboration;  and likewise against * leftists;”” who
es; and substituted * revolutionsry °
c-estimate-of the stage bf development of
i exposed and foyght thie opportunism.of ta

‘
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- .¢léar thé differeic

e

 betrayal by those léaders jn the impetialist war, 1914-18. He made
tween: just and unjust wars, and the policy of the working class on

— Lemns’ téachings on the party of a new type have been carried forward by the Communist
Partiés and they have been further-developed by Stalin.

n ithis part we ‘call attention to writings by Marx, Engéls and Lenin which deal
lly:with ‘the Party, with itsrole, its organisation and its policy. But the whole of Marxism-

S constitutes the guiding théory and the definition of the strategy and tactics of the
3 i c_rass party - . ’
] uﬁdamental»readmg on the question of the party has already been dealt with in Part 2, '
thisquiestion the student should turn first of all to the History of the C.P.S.U. (B) ; Foundations

FLeninism, Chapters 7 and 8; and the Communist Manifesto.

~After that, the most essential réading is Lenin’s two books, What is to be Done? and
Wing Communism; to which may be added One Step Forward, Two Steps Back.

. The $tudent should also turn to the sections on the party in Stalin’s Reports to the 17tk

- and v8th Congress of the C.P.S.U. (B) (dealt with below, Part 8). .
~ Nest, the student should take up Lenin’s writings which deal specially with the

@pportupism of the-Second International (these are to be found in the booklet Lenin and

Britain, and in the collection Marx, Engels, Marxism, as well as in the editions of Lenin’s Selected

Works) ; and with the attitude of the working class to imperialist war—Socialism and War
and War and the Workers. Lastly come Lenin’s contributions in connection with the found-

ation and work of the Corhmunist International. .. .

The beginner may weéll find it best to turn to the works by Marx and Engels on the

y. after, and not’ before, studying the works by Lenin and Stalin: their historizal

ficance will then be better appreciated. These works are all short and (except For Engels’.

icles on Britain) aré all contained in the two volumes of Marx-Engels Selected Wor ’

- These writings on the party are here presented under four, headings:

¢ #A; Marxand Engels on the party, - : ‘
B, Lenin aud the Party of 4 New Type, o

~ & ©. The Fight against the Opportunism of the Second International,

D. The Communist Interpational. - ‘ e

‘A. AN INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS PARTY oo
’ | . *Marx and Engels én the Party .

MARX + Inaugural Address to the International Working Men’s Association
This address lays down the general policy around which Marx sought in 1864 to con-

solidate the First International. He stresses that the increasing prosperity of the capitalists
increasing rpisery for the workers? A o
pitalism can be finally defeated only by -political struggle. The workers possess
ement -of success—numbers; but numbers welgh only in the balance if united by
stion and Jed by knowledge.” . R S
: workers must unite in every countfy and internationally for the emancipation' of

d their strength must be exerted also to oppose the warlike and predatory foreigh.
e capitalist governments, ' ‘ i
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The General Rules of the Internauonal Workmg Men’s Assocxaﬁ 0 dgaﬁéﬂ (by
embody the pnnclples on which the workmg class party Thust be builti= -
: The emancipation of the working class must be the work of the ‘working dassitse
The emancipation of the working class from capitalism must be the great en
which every political movement should subordinate itself;
This end can only be achieved by the union .of workers of all counitries;
The working class can act as a class only by estabhshmg a distinct poln:x.::a.l1 party'
opposed to all the old parties formed by the possessing classes;
Such a party is the indispensable instrument for the socialist revolution and for th
abolition of classes; :
' The union of the working class achieved in economic struggle miust serve as a lever-
for struggle against the political power of the capltahsts, and the conquest of polmca.[
- power by the working class.!

Marx’s Inaugural Address and the General Rules of the LW. M.A. constituted a platfor
on which it was posslble to unite the many different sections of the mtemauonaI workis
class movement—for the maugural conference was supported by representauves of many
organisations, rangmg from lllegal ‘revolutionary 'groups to the a.lreaﬂy respecta‘bl' *

, British trade unions. Through the unity and common programme achieved in the I.W. M.A
' Marx sought to lay the foundations of a party capable of welding the working class into:
single po,l.mcal army. - - ) '

 to

ENGELS : On Authonty
“This short article was written for an Italian Joumal in 1874, against the Anarch:six :
" It shows the need for a centralised and dlsmphned workmg class party which will lead the
«  way to the establishment of a workers’ state. .
' Along with this article can usefully be read the letters/by Marx and Engels about ft'.he
tifight against the Anarchists® pubhshed in Vol. II of the Moscow edition of Marx~Engé1;
- Selected Works. These letters consist of: Marx to Bolte, 1871, a.nd Engels to Kuno, 2872.

—

ENGELS : Marx and the New R Rhemsh Gazette
.- This article, written in 1884, supphes a model of how to run a working class newspape
in a revolutionary period. It deals with the experience of the New Rhenish G"Z‘“’ the daﬂ
newspaper of which Marx was the editor in the years 1848-o. N
The New Rhenish Gazétte was set up bec¢ause Marx reahsed the need fora daﬂ?‘n. Vs

¢ Its banner,” says Engels, “ was that of democracy.” It sought to lead the contéry
' revolutionary struggle for democracy, taking up the moveément at its most advanced
and seeking to push it further. The alternative to this policy, says Engels, would has

to produce the “ little provincial sheet » of a * tiny sect,” instead of the s great newsp P&'
ofa great party in actlon.”

.
-

¥ MARX AND ,ENGELS : Circular Letter -
“This * ercular Letter  addressed by Marx and Engels in 1879 tto leading 1
the German Social Democratic Party contains Marx and Engels’ protest : at tha
the petty bourgeois elements who were trymg to dlvert the wor”kmg class on't
. class collaboration..
2 See Marx,"4ddress of Ceniral Commities to.thé Communist League.
# Se¢ also Stalin, Anarchism or Seéialism; Idlin,SlmandRéwhlm, ‘Marx, Tﬁeleuhonmsp@'ﬁ.
® Se¢ also Lenin, What is to be Dons; History of CP.S.U(B) Ch. 5, Section 2.

i
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'dmg inémbers‘- of the pa.:rt.y" whom Marx and Engéls call the three cen’sors -
* Had ‘demanded that “instead of being a ““ one-sided workers’ party,” the party
riade « an all-sid _.,party »; that “ educated members of the propertied classes

‘ Tominent places in ifs leadersIup and as its parliamentary representatives;
eoisie should fiot be scared or antagonised by exaggerated attacks ’; that
isi¢ shotild not be fought but “ won over.” .
and .Enge]s detiounced all this as a programme of representauves of the petty .
isie ‘who. had' insinuated themselves into the working class movement. They
X ‘Ehat it was-iinpossible to co-operate in the same party with people who repudiated
ass stmggle, and that they must adhere to the old battle cry of the First International—
The ¢mancipation of the working class must be the work of the working class itself.”
Wiiile the’ party welcomed bourgeois converts; it welcomed them on condition that ‘they

heartedly adopted the proletarian outlook and did not brmg with them into the party

ier of bourgeoiy and petty bourge01s ideas.

.

Arucles in «'The Labour Standard » .
I Engels ‘wrote texi short articles for The Labour Standard, _]oumal of the London

Council, which have been republished under the title The British Labour Movement. '
In thesé articles he insists that the task of the working class is not merely to defend its
seek for reforms under capitalism, but to fight for power and to end capitalism.

ié fofmation of 4n independent yorkmg class’party in Britain, and that the trade-

1sé their orgamsed power for the setting yp of such a party 2 ‘

L

EN m.s...x :

_Prefatory Note to ¢ The Peasa.nt War in Gen;fﬁify""““‘* e

, Writtén in 1874, 1 is of very great importance, because:
It d cuises. the attitude of the working class to other classes~—the urban petty-:
si6; {the lumpenproletanat the small peasants and. agricultural labourers; and.
hie advice given tor the German working. class movement 4t the ‘end, Engels
iniversal tasks of the working class movement, stressing the need for ..
ir theoretical insight, free ﬁ'om the influence of the old wOrld outlook. - Since .
become a scignce, it must be studled s : - C
ing of both political and trade union orgamsatmn* ,
'ﬁght mslde as well a8 outside Parhq,ment' . A N




»

reaction. In.order to conquer polmca.l powm',. 3
go from the towns to the country, must become 2 pow!
afford to * leave the doomed peasant in the hands of his falsé
transformed from a passive to an active opponent of the industs , .
Engels stresses that thie working class should net try to Win OVeT - the pmanfs b
them promises which cannot be fulfilled. He strongly criticises the pohcy of the ¥
party, which prom1sed to preserve small peasant pererty th ’oply is such a; 1
contrary to the aims of somahsm, but it cannot be fulfilled, since it is, unposmble 10.¢
doomed small property. )
The main point is to make the peasants understa'.nd that they can save theJr houses
fields only by transforming them into co-operatlve property, operated co-operat
‘the workmg class must never attempt to impose such co-operation by force.,
Engels attached' considerable importance to the division of the peasantry into diffe
sections. The small peasants, he explains, are the principal allis; but he considers th
sections of the big and medium peasants can also be won; or at least neutralised. As fe
big estates, the policy of the working class should be to expropriate theé landowners:(if et
buying them out) ,and to turn the land over to the rural workers.to be culuvatcd co-opera

 B. THE PARTY OF A NEW TYPE
Lemn on the Orga.msatlonal Principles, Strategy and Taotlc.s .

LENIN : What is to be Done

- What is to be Done is a book of key nnportance for the MaﬂﬂSt o ‘ceptlen of
the working class party To undérstand the circumstances in which it was writ
an aid to grasping its principal points, the- reader should consult the sttory«;of 'ths (o
Chapter I, Section 5 and Chapter II, Section 2. . [

What is to be Done was directed against those who in the early days after th_p S‘ab
‘of a working class party in Russia taught that the workers should éngag
struggle only, concentrating .on bread-and-butter problems Tathep | an pelmcal

- Lgnin saw in this trend the nucleus of opportumsm in the workmg 1583 .

eollaboration, .
. The* 'l'!‘.co;mmtsts, as they were called began their (mnp‘il

gn :
of criticisgy** ini the party; attacking what, they called the. W‘" ?ahheal
Lenin, The 'ﬁ.rSt chapter of . What is' to be Done is. according] 0
* Freedom of criticism.” Lgnin shows that the * freedom of 'f i
. Eobnom:sts means freedom to emhrace bourgeois ideas instead :
. opens, the way to collaborauon with the bourgeome. Of gous
are ﬁ'ee " to take the path of class collaboration, but notto
" ., Lenin ‘shows! thiat to conﬁne the workmg class movem
| dveans to gwe up, the poli ical struggle and o\ to condemn
gamst bad economic condmons. Lenm shows that to
a1l -‘” (kva“m)’.'.

ut:wo ut;mnary theory, thene can be 1o
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. Len“m shows that, thé roots of opportunist ideas and of opportumst policies in the
_ labour movéinent lie in the attitude of relying on the spontaneous movement and belittling
»the role-of théory.
In What is to be Done Lemn shows concretcly how to combine poht:cal and economic
v ‘struggle. Worlung class political struggle must be somethmg ‘much broader than mere
- * trade union politics:” The workers must be concerned with ¢ the inter-relations between
all'the various classes,” and must fight against every manifestation of reaction. In advocating
. €conomic strggle alone, the Economists sank into reformism, opportunism. But the striggle
fot reforms must be subordinated to the struggle for liberty and socialism.
= In What is to be Done Lenin also deals with questions of party organisation. He stresses
~ the need for a centralised disciplined organisation, for the practical and theoretical training
of nevolutlonanes, for a firm Marxist theorehcal basis.
!
LEN]N One Step Forwa‘rd, Two Steps Back : ,

This book is of key i importance in establishing the principles of organisation of the Com-
st Pa.t'ty It was written in 1go4 following the 2nd Congress of the Russian Social
Demmogratic Labour Party—the Congress at which the split between the Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks first showed itself. ,

In order to understand this book and its background, the reader should consult the
. History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Chapter II, Sections 3 and 4. ~ At the 2nd
G gress in 1§03, two opposed groups became apparerit in the Russian Social Democratic
~ Liabour Party, revolutionary and opportunist. After the adoption of the Party Programme
€ took place a dispute over the Party Rules. Lenin and his followers held that there
ouldi Be three. conditions for party membership: -
(1) Acceptance of the programme, . ' e
(2) Payment of dues, : SR :
‘ Belongmg to a party orgamsatlon.

, AME Imown as the Bolsheviks—from the Russian word meaning “ Majority ”-—whxle the
@ﬂhers were kriown as Mensheviks—from the Russian word for ** Minority.” But afterwards,
ithe sheviks managed to capture Iskra and began an attack on the party organisation,
ch they declared was too “ ngxd - They wanted * liberty ” for individuals not to, obgy

arty decisions,. ‘The opportunists thus began their operatlons by an attack on the pnncxples

arty o:gamsatxon.

_ Lenin recognised that this attempt to weaken the party organisation was a prelude to im-

ig gpportunist policies on the party concerriing the major political issues. In One Stzp

otivard,

ows the need for a disciplined centralised party of the working clags.

LENIN '“’Left ng” Communisim, an Infantile Disorder .

ling Coimunism is a handbook of Commiunist Party strategy and tactics, of Cori-
ership, and the building of a mass party. It was written in 1920, at the nme' of
, of' the Cbmmumst Internatlonal in order to carrect the * left:st i t‘akes

“Two Stepis Back, after analysing the proceedings and the, votes at the 2nd Congrus, .
onstrating the existence of two wings—a révolutionary and an opportunist wing—

on the Ed1tonal Board of the party newspaper Iskra. They therefone ‘

3§




. another, and must practise self-criticism and learn from its own mistakes.® Otherw;se it’

5. THE WORmNG CLASS PAR’I‘Y .

Lenin draws on the expenenc&s of the Russian Bolshevxks as a guide for the
Communist movement.

The Bolshevik Party, he pomis out, grew strong a.nd became steeled not only in the ,
fight against opportunism, but also in the fight,against “ petty-bourgeois leﬁxsm 2o .

What are the principal teachings of Left ng Communism ?

1. Lenin shows the need for a centralised and disciplined party and for maintaining
proper relationships between leaders, party, class and masses. He shows the need for a
firm arty leadership and the danger of leftist talk which seeks to oppose “ masses against -
leaders.” Such leftist: talk, he shows, amounts to repudiation of the party and of pasty -
discipline, that is dlsarmmg the proletariat for the benefit of the.bourgeoisie. Such an
attitude does not spring from the working class, which understands the need for organisation,
but from the petty bourgeoisie.! Our task is not only to defeat the big capitalists, but also.
(what is even more difficult), to remould and re-educate the small producers. This requires
a long and arduous struggle against the forces and traditions of the old system wlnch can
only be carried out by a centralised and dlscxphned party.?

Lenin further shows how leftist moods play into the hands of agents provocateurs.

2. Lenin shows the need for a * mass party.” He shows that the task is to lead the .-
masses, not just to lead the party—to bring millions of people into action.? It is necessary for
the party. to work wherever the masses are to be found, to penetrate everywhere, to rouse
the masses and draw them into.the struggle.

In this connection he stresses how important it is to work in the trade uniéns; to refuse
to do so on the pretext that the trade unions are * reactionary ** would mean to léave the
mass of the workers under the influence of a handful of reactionary leaders. We must
work wherever the masses are to be found, taking into account their level of develepmen‘t, ’
not fence ourselves off from them by artificial left-wm » slogans.

3. Lenin shows that the party must mastér all fofms of working class struggle: . In. -
conditions of illegality it must learn to combine legal with illegal struggle. He pa.rncularly
stresses the need for the. party to master the methods of parliamentary struggle; of par- .
ticipation in elections and in bourgems parliaments for the purpose of educanng, awakemng .

and enlightening-the masses.® . ... -~
He stresses that the party must be ready quickly to pass from one form of ‘struggle to

is not a mass party but a group of intellectuals. o ,

4. Lenin ridicules the leftists who put forward the slogan “no compromlse We .
must know how, to reach compromise agreements with other parties and to apply these
tactics to raise and not lower the workers’ ability to fight and conquer. It is necmsary to;
win every possible ally and to; utilise every division in the ranks of the enemy®

It is necessary, moreover, to learn not to fall into enemy traps—not to accept ‘battle at a
tiine advantageous to the enemy and to avoid an obviously- dxsadvanmgeouss 'battle. -
In Chapter g Lenin deals with Britain and expounds the-tactics of b ilding xmxﬁy with.

~

1 Sée Lenin, What is. to be Dm? Om Sup Forward, Two Steps Back,

’SeeLenm,.Dmphon qftluPeoph '

8 See Lenin, Theses on Fundamental Tasks qfc.I., In Suppm)qfrm q‘CIs Letter to Gemm Conmmt;
4 See Lenin, Ta:quf3rd[n:anaaonal.

3 See History of G:P.S.U.(B), Conclusxon, Stalin, Rnport to 15th Congréss C.P.S.U.(B).

'SceStglm Foundations of Leninismi.
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.Ii_.a.boun igainst uthe Tories, This, he says, w111 enable the British communists to gam t.he
sar of the masses, to educate them and to hasten the end of right-wing influence.! !
I4nin shows that the ‘communists must find the correct form of ‘approach, the ‘,-’T

it foad .to the proletarian revolution in ‘each country. The struggle has features

; r to.¢ach country. We: cannot lay down general rules applicable to all cases, but
i8 mecessary that the fundamental principles of communism shall be correctly adapted | =

nal dand nauonal-state differencés. Attention must be concentrated, says Lenin,

formis of transition or'approach to the proletarian revolution.? This means to

the right path t bring the masses up to the decisive revolutionary struggle. :

I this connection he deals with the conditions neoasary for the successﬁxl carrymg .

hirough of the proletarian somahst revolutlon. ‘ L

/ ' . B

o

. '
n

G, THE FIGHT AGAINST THE OPPORTUNISM OF THE SECOND ' o 1
INTERNATIONAL '

o Opportumsm and its Roots in the Labour Movement

1’s fundamental ana.lysxs of the nature and causes of opportunism in the labour
t, which is summed up in his book Imperialism, the Last Stage of Caﬁtahsm, is worked '
number of comparanvely short articles.

The Historical Destiny of the Teaching of Karl Marx (1913) Lenin showed that up to
tha itithe the working class movement had passed through three main stages, ‘The first was
the period of - revolutlona.ry storm, from the 1848 revolutions to the Paris Communé of 1871,

jin the course of which independent working class parties were first organised. Tho.nmzt
» to the Russian Revolution of 1905, was a phase of comparatively * peat;efu‘l »
jent. The working class parties grew stronger, éstablished their own daily press .
ed to use bourgeois parhamenta.nsm But i in thxs phase: opportumsm crept.into !
, preaching “ sottal peace ** and renunciation of class strugglé. Lastly, sifice
1905 ‘Revelution, new revoluﬁonary crises were on the way, and it Was absolittely
drive opportunism out 'of the movement and secure the victory of revolutxdna,ry

‘earlier article, Marxism, and Revisionism (1g08), Lemn analysed rev'isxomsm-—the
'of' the opportumsts who contmued to call themselva Marxlst.s wh.lle rev:s

'_ téhé latest thcones of bourgv;o:s ‘pohuca.l economy, in partlcular “ correctm'g .
theory of va‘lue a.nd dcnymg the mewtabxhty of caplta.hst cmsa and that ‘
tiha demo :

or assumed momentary advantages.” It mpresenv, , ‘the

the workmg ‘class movement.
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in the Russian Social-Democratic Movement (1911) he relates reformist ideas directl
influence. of , capitalist propaganda. Instead of fighting openly against 's6¢id
capitalists were learning to advocate the gradual, piecemeal reform of capitalism==the patch=" . -
ing up of capitalism; and they were utilising such propaganda in order to divide and weaken:
the working class and maintain capitalist class rule. This propaganda was reflected ini..
reformist ideology inside the working class movement itself—the advocacy of reforms versus .
revolution. (This article contains a wealth of detail argument against the reformist -
. ‘socialists who said that the Russian workers must on no account turni again to the
path of revolution.) ’ - : ) N L
4 In Imperialism and the Split in-Socialism (1916) Lenin sums up the fundamental cause of
' ‘the prevalence and strength of opportunism in the labour movement, It arises from the
© fact that the super-profits of imperialism could be used to bribe and corrupt an upper stratum
L of the working class. As a result of this,a bourgeois Labour Party > inevitably made its
o appearance in all imperialist countries. = - . N ;
o » Dealing with Britain in particular, Lenin shows that opportunism ‘had prevailed for -
- ~ decades, beginning before the birth of imperialism proper in Britain. ' The- industrial
: monopoly and rich colonies possessed by the British capitalists in the pre-imperialist ‘phas€ -
‘of development was already bringing them super-profits, thus already producing certain of

. . the features of imperialism. : : . o
! Lenin had also dealt with this theme in his book The Collapse of the -Second -
International (1915). Here "he defines the meaning of the term ‘ opportunism. L £ I

" means * sacrificing to the temporary interests of an insignificant minority of the workers. the'
ﬁ‘zjiic_laﬁaentai interests of the masses ”’; ory in other words, * an alliance .of a part .6f the
~ workers with the bourgeoisie against the mass of the proletariat.”” - . S
Opportunism could arise and grow strong because the capitalists were ablé to make'
' concessions to a section of the workers in imperialist Lc;:zn-ies; thus creating a ““layer”.
¢+ . ,of privileged workers.. Opportunism is strengthened, Lenih adds, by “the power o
.., theroutine-of comparatively peaceful evolution, national ptejudices, fear of acpte breaks
. disbelief in them.” . . 3 S Lo
.The'.oppormnism of the leaders of the Second International culminated. in their golfig
over to t}:qé.',sida of-their- own-imperialists in 1914. Lenin tears to pieces their arg
justifying their support.of the imperialist war. We find on the part of th
" Jeaders, Lenin concludes; * socialism in words,” but in. practice “ joihing :
in every serious crisis.” ' They must be expelled from the workihg class parties.? « '

'
1 ' 1

Yeéniion War - % | .
-, The fundamental teachings coricerning the ititude of the working -class
i were hammered out by Lenin during the First World War. They are
istory of C.P.S.U.(B), Chapter 6, Séction. =~ . . |
. Tn Socialism and\ War (1915) Lenin establisties the- distinction betw
# and sums up the exsential teachings of Marxisi 6n- the policy of the'w

", an unjust, imperialist: war. o ' : s o

L 'HQ shows;that the warwhmh broke out in 19 T4 was an unjust
weetl two rival blocs of imperialist bowers. - In such a war the wo
ppose its gwn impefialisiti, and strive to turn the imperialist
See Lenin Tasks of the Prolétariat .o Revolution, Ths §rd Tnternational dnd its P}

, Gonditions of Affiliationyto, the C.d.;Falss.Specthss abaut Freedom. ~ . ..

N
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. Liénin '§howed that when imperialist war had broken out it was impossible to establish a
" Just' ¢ace without overthrowing the unpenahst governments. Hence the abstract slogan of
P “;peaoe” piit forward during the war by certain liberals and pacifists was a deceptive slogan.
" Heshowsthat the support of the war by the “socialists ** ‘of the Second International was
a direct betrayal of socialism. He coins the phrase social-chauvinism * to denote their
pohcy Social-chauvinism is defence of the fatherland in an unjust war undertaken by
people calling themselves socialists. Lenin calls for a break with opportunism and social-
chauvmxsm on an international scale, and the setting up of a new Third International on a-
nevoluﬁonary basis. .

. Tenin again expounds the Marxist atutude to 1mpenahst war in a Lecture on War, dehvered )
- May, 1917. He again stresses the distinction of just and un_]ust wars, explznmng that we
- mus%_always ask what class conducts the war and for what aims.

i

In other amdes Lenm deals w1th certain speaal problems arising out of the world war.
In The United States of Europe Slogan (1915) he shows that the workers could not support
logan. For solong asimperialist powers remain in being, a * united states of Europe *
could mean nothing else’than an agreement to divide up colonies and booty and Jomtly to
fs‘upprms socialism. .

Socialism will eventually make possible ¢ the United States of the World »” But thjs is
not a practical obJecuve at the present time. . For as a result of the uneven development of
¢apitalism,* * the victory. of socialism is possﬁ,le in several or even in one capltahst country
taken singly ; and such a country or countries may for a long period remain centres of
© sotialism a.round which ‘there are still nnged hostile capitalist states.? '

‘ Ini Pacifism and the Workers Lenin deals with the pacifist slogan of complete disarmament.

" He shows that it is unrealisable in capitalist conditions, and that to campaign. for it is
therefone to avoid the real issues of révolutionary struggle against imperialism.
‘ The oppressed peoples cannot be pacifists, but must learn the use of arms and be prepared
't tufn them against their oppressors. . Oppressed people who cannot use arms deserve to
- be treated like slaves. We cannot be pacifists, bécause we recognise the existence of just
‘wars, of wats of the oppressed against the oppressors

' The samé theme recurs in The War Programme qf the Proletarian Reaalutzon (1916). In
the ﬁrst part of this article Lenin shows that socialists are not and cannot be opposed 6 all
~ wars. For theré are wars of oppressed peoples fighting for their liberation; civil wars; and,
hen socialism is established, there may be wars to defend socialist countries from 1mpena1ist
“attack, Oppressed peoplés must be ready to wage wars of hberatlon. And socialist peop],es
- inust be ready to defend their socialist fatherland.?

In the remammg parts of this article Lenin deals further with the workmg class a.ttltude

ilitary training, a.rms and the use of arms.

L :j; a p,umber of observathns on the Brmsh Labour Movement, mcluded in the volume
n. and Britain, Lenin shows

1., How Marx and 'Engels stressed the paramourit importance of building an mdepend-

it 4 x:kmg ‘¢lass movémient in Britain.* Their attitude provided a vivid xllustnauon of the

n Rmdaﬁom qum;’nim, Diterview with First Ammcml.abwr Ddcgatwu
"l:s qum'létmatm Ow&wl:dml, MApnl C’al_tferma.
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principle that, Marxism is the union of socialism with the :mass workmg class movement:
Marx and Engels condemned the sectarianism of the old Social Dem,om‘aue Federation inh
Britain, which preached a dogmatic * orthodoxy ** while holding itself aloof from the workmg
class movement. They insisted that the socialists should * throw off their narrow sectatianism
at all costs and affiliate to the Labour Movement.” On the other hand, they insisted o,
the fight against opportunism in the Labour Movement, and to eqmp I?ne movement w1th' o
revolutionary theory. .

2. Dealing with the British Labour Party, Lenin shows how lmportant was the ﬁght for -
a socialist policy in the Labour Party, and appra.xses the Labour Party as  the first step on
the part of the really conscious proletarian organisations of Britain towards a coriscious class
policy and towards a socialist Labour Pa.rty ? But he wrote of the Labour Party n 1918
that “although it consists of workers it is led by reactionaries.” -

3. He demonstrates the need for building the Communist Party in Bntam, a.nd for
the Communist Party to seek to affiliate to the Labour Pa.rty 1

)

D THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

.Lenm and the Gommnnist Internauonal

v . Inhis pamphlet ‘Tasks of the Proletariat in Our Revolution, thch he pubhshed in Apml
, 1917 on his return to Russia after the February Revolution of that year, Lenin distingulshod
_ - three trénds in the international movement: the social chauvinists, who were lined up ope:

- . with their own imperialists; the centrists, who conciliated with them ; and the genui

internationalists, who opposed the imperialist war, ] n proclained that it was urgen

. necessary for the'latter to set up a new Communist Int ational, which would break coni-
-V pletely with opportunism and unite the workmg class/on the basns of the revo uuonary
' prmcxples ‘of Marxism.
-\ .. The First Congress of the Commuhist International was held m the: gprmg of 19T

- Iminediately afterwards, in his article The Third International and its Place in Hi

' Lenin pointed out that while the 1st International had laid the foundation of the i
- 'national workmg class struggle for socialism, and the 2nd International had broad

" ‘movement in a number of countries, the grd International was purging the movem'
' 'opportlmxsm and had begun to realise- the d1ctatorsh1p of the prolemnat opemng up a

~ epoch in world history.

‘ Throughout Lenin’s contributions to the Communist International runs th
the fight against opportunisin, and also against petty-bourgeois * leftism * which 1s‘o
Communists, from the mass of the workers. (See Lef' Wing Cominunism.) ‘

- _In the pamphlet, The Tasks of the Third Intérnational (July, 1919), Lenin unde:lmod the
necessity to: . . . :
R & Systematlcally exPIam the daﬂ’erence between rcform and revolviuon, wvhil !mot

~ rejecting reforms nor’ work in bougeois parhaments , oo .
" 2. Combine legal and, illegal work. : ' A
3. Work for: the .expulsion of the opportumsts ﬁ'om the labour movemuxt.

4 Assist the revolutionary struggle for colonial Libération. g

5. Expose those who used revoluhonary phrases as a cover for react:onary dEed;i.

‘ ‘SeeLemn Role qfﬂu Cornm:mu'lPay
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At the Second Congress of the C.I., in the summer of 1920, Lenin drafted the Theses
on the Fundamental Tasks of the 2nd Congress of the C.I. 'These laid it down that the victory of
soc:ahem réquires: ‘ ‘

"1, the overthrow and suppression of the exploiters;

2. the winning of the working masses behind the lea.dersh.lp of the Comfaunist Parties,
which must become inseparably linked with the whole life of the working class;

3. the neutralising of wavering sections.

The Theses g0 on to deal with what the ¢communists must do to realise these conditions and .

to stress that opportunism in the working class movement is the principal enemy.

, I a report delivered to the Second Congress'on T#e International Situation and the Funda-
. mental Tasks of the C.I. Lenin exhaustively analysed the post-war economic and polmca.l
situation,

At the Second Congress he drafted The Condmons of Affiliation to the C.I. 'And in his
speech on this subject he dealt especxa.lly ‘with the difference between the dictatorship of
the proletariat and the reformist conception of * winning power.”

Lenin likewise drafted the Theses on the”Agrarian Question, which ‘deal with the tasks of
building the slliance with the peasants; and the Theses on the National and Colonial Question.

In a speech on The Role of the Communist Partj Lenin replied to the British delegates
Tannper and McLaine, showmg that the conscious revolutionary, minority of the working
 class must form a’ party in-order to lead the masses, and dealing also with the problem of
the affiliation of the British Communist Party to the Labour Party. ‘

An article written at the same time on False Speechas About Freedom explains the necessity
of a break with opportunism. In a speech In Support of the Tactics of the C.I., at the Third

Gongress in the summer of 1921, Lenin stresses that'the party must-win leadersb.lp of the .
* masses, i.¢. of the’ majority of the working people.  Unless this majority is won to follow the

lead of the party, victory of socialism js impossible.
: The same theme recurs in a Letter to the German Commuhists.

g
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& 6. .. THE BOURGEOIS-DEMOCRATICG REVOLUTION -

' ' " AND THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION -
INTRODUCTION

The Ma.rxxst thcory of class struggle distinguishes between the bourgeoxs revollmon
and the socialist (or: proletanan) revolution. .

The bourgeois and socialist revolutions are _distinguished by the different tasks or
aims which are undertaken in each.

The task of the bourgeois revolution is, in the economic sphere, to abolish all remnants of
feudalism and td establish conditions for the free development of capitalism; and in the political |
sphere, to abolish all remnants of absolutism and autocracy and to estabhsh universal suﬁ'rage, a
parhamentary democracy, equality of rights for all citizens. .

In view of this political task, the bourgeois revolution is often ca].led the baurgeau-demo-

' * cratic revolution, or simply the democmtu: revolution.

The task of the socialist revolution is, in the economic sphere, to abolish capxta.hst ownerslup
and establish public socialist ownership of the means of production; and in the political -
sphere, to. establish proletarian democracy, the dictatorship of the proletariat.

' Marx taught that the task of advancing to the socialist revolution was inseparable from -
 ‘the task of carrying through the bourgeois revolution.  For the socialist revolution coiild not
be victorious except on condition that the fight was waged for democracy and against survivals
of feudalism ‘and absolutism. Hence Marx always set before the working class the task of
waging the battles of the bourgeois democratic revolution as a necessary step towards be-
ginning the socialist revolution. And he warned that when confronted with the demo-

. cratic demands of the working people, sections of the/bourgeoxsxe would seek to desert and
I betray the democratic revolution.
C . Marx taught, moreover, that the victory of t.he bourgeois revolution did not necessarily
- mean that the bourgeoisie must be firmly installed in power and that capitalism must remain
and contmue to develop overa long penod On the contrary, from the battles of the bourgeo&s

e

the bourgemsxe to consohdate 1tself in power and to carry on the capitalist system This
doctrine of Marx is sometimés known as the theory of permanent, urhnten-uptd or contmuau.h-
revolution.
In the revolutlonary penod of 1848-50, Marx taught that the working class must support
and push on the bourgeoisie in the fight for 2 democratic republic. The successful out¢orne
. of the revolution would place the bourgeoxsle in power. But the working class must establish -
~ its own independent class organisations; its own party; must advance its own demiands;
“and carry on the revolution until workmg class power was achieved. X
- Deveéloping Marx’s teachings in a new historical situation in the era ofxm‘ dalism,,
new line on the task of the working class in the bourgeom-democrauc revoluuon was advanced
" by Lenii in the Russian Revolution of 1905.

. Lenin taiight that the workmg class must itself take the lead in the bourgeoz:-democratu reaolutwn,
mobxlxsmg the peasants asjts chief ally. The victory of the democratic revolution would
not place the bourgeoisie in power, but would place power in the hands of the workers and -

- peasants: such a power was called by Lenin “the revolutionary democratic. dxctatorshlp of
the workers and peasants. ».
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o Thus Lemn smbhshed the pnnmple of the l&dmg role (hegemony) of the working Lo

class cartying through the bourgems-democrauc revolution. Having marched with the A

wholé peasantry to abolish all femnants of feydalism and autocracy and establish a demo- -

¢ crati¢ républic, the working class would go forward with the poorer peasants to establish the
dlctatorshxp of the proletariat, eradicate capitalism and build socialism.,

. ‘Thus the revolution would go forward in a series of stages, the lcadershxp and driving
 fotée the working class, mobilising all possible allies at each stage, strlklng blow after blow—
first: a.gamst the remnants of feudalism and feudal autocracy, then against capitalism and the
ohbmic aiid political positions of the capitalist class. The revolution would be crowned
the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. .

. " Lenin further showed that the working class, which takes the lead in the- struggle for
demperacy, establishes in the dictatorship of the proletariat a higher form of deémocracy
thaﬁ Bourgeois democracy. ~

-~ "The first and most essential readmg required for study of the Marxmt-Lenmxst teachings
dn ¢-tasks of the working class in the bourgeois-democratic revolution and on the relation-
ip tween the bourgeo:s and socialist revolutions is:—7he Communist Manifesto; Lenix’s
0 “Stalin’s Foundations of Leninism; the latter part of Chapter 3; Stalin’s
Omthumb’Ieﬂuquemmsm and Thé History of the C.P.S.U.(B), Chapters 3'and 7- All of these
weie dealt with a’hove, in Part II. And unless the reader has made some study of thae
, he will not get very far with the works dealt with below.

. ‘and Epgels’ main strategical line in the revolutionary penod 1848-50 was set
v iti their dddréss of thé Central Commztm to the Communist League, in 1850. *

As'to what happened during 'the whole revolutionary period from 1848 to 1871 (the
Commune), and the conclusions wlnch Marx and Engels drew from. these events, the
et should turn to three works, The Class Struggles in France, The 18th Brumaire of Louis .
Boridpar and- The Civil War in France. In these books, which deal pa.rtlcularly with Fiance, -
Viarx and Engels analyse the whole movement ‘of classes id the course of the bourgeois-,
itic revolution, culmirating in' the seizure of power by the’ working class in the
ii€; when the dictatorship of the proletariat was ‘established - for the ﬁrst titne
e was discovered the new state form of working class power.
"p’plemen,tar)? to these works are Marx and, Engels’ Germany, Revolution and Caunter-
, The Peasant War in Germanj, The Revolution in Spam and The le War' in the Umted

on 1905 :
: % Two Tatics is of yery great mportance for the student to-da.y, since Wembodxed
ew lme on the tasks of the’ working clags in the democrguc revolutxon, whmh was
eds forward in the Great October Socialist Revolution in. Russia, and,. to-glg., s 10 i:he .
e Revolution. Henge the student may well turn to this ﬁrst. o N
’th mext part, on the Great October Socialist Revolution, we shall’see that Lenui
,fhe task of - completmg the bourgeoxs revolutxop was, ﬁn_ally sol d as a. 'by-

in) pa cula.r
i the triutiph of the October Soelahst Revolutlon, Lemn made 4 tren
\o whq faised an outery that the so“cxaliﬁt revoluuon wo)a.ted' demOenaey.
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. is contained above all in two works—ﬂzc Degeption. of the People by Slogam of. F’_
Eguality, and The Proletarian Revolution and Kauisky the Renegade. ‘These two. books donsum -
the most essential reading on proletarian as afainst bourgeois democracy.. '
‘The writings'of Marx, Engels and Lemn on the democratic revolutlon are 'herc presented
“under three headings: .
A. The Revolutxona.ry ‘Period 184.8-7x~ AP I ' e
B. The Russxg.n Revolution of 1g905; ' : ’ s
C. Proletarian versus Bourgeois Democracy.
It may perhaps be thought that the theory of the bourgeoxs revolution and df its relation
to the socialist revolution is of no more than historical interest to British workers; since the
' bourgeois revolution took place in Britain a long time ago. It is therefore worth observing,
- that this aspect of Marxxsm-Lemmsm is of very immediate mportance for us, for at lw.st "
three reasons. :
1. In the period: of the general crisis of cz capitalism; the monopoly capmthsls seek to
‘destroy the bourgeoxs-democrahc rights establlshed in the past. We have therefore to under-
stand ‘the necessity of uniting all forces to extend, defend or.festore those bourgeoxs-demo-'
cratlc rights as a condition for the fight for socialism; .
: 2. The dictatorship of the proletanat involves estabhshmg proletanan socm.hstd' -
racy, as a higher form'of democracy than bourgeois'democracy. We have therefore to ‘der- o
" stand thé difference between bourgeois and socialist democracy, in order to be able to defend
. and build socialist democracy, and to understand how the fight for democracy led. b the
working class, is crowned by the estabhshment of socialist democracy, of the dmtatorsl‘ﬁp'
of the proletariat. : o '

v 8. The vast revolution which has been wctonous in China and is under wa.y in the entlre
.+ colonial world is in essence a bourgeou-democratw revol.ﬁﬁon, which has the special character
of a national revolutlon directed against foreign imperialism.; The immediate revolutionary
" ask ifi the colonial countries is not immediately to establish the dxcw.torsth of the proletariat
‘and socialism, but is to get rid of imperialism and establish national sovereignty' and péoples’ -
. democratic x ,rule. Without an understanding of the nature. and tasks of this revolufion we
.‘cannot, properly render 1%‘5‘?})‘0'&'6?&1151’ our own tasks in the ﬁght dgamst mpma.hsm -

- i
oy . -

A THE ‘REV.OLUTIONARY PERroD; 184871

. This ia,ddress, written in March 185o< deals with workmg. ;class strateg.y, and' .mcu_
the 1:evolu ¢

: K To{ad _pe mdedent. worhng class dema.nds
'5s And. to art the wo‘pkeﬁs . '

Ha,vmg -advanced together with the, Fbonrgeome to overfhnow rtahe old *feqdal mac_
the» wofkmg class must lgo oh to ﬁght agamst the bqurgee é for &Vonkmg ol’a‘ss Ppower: .

e
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. ‘Marx and Engels stress in this address the need fof an independent working class party \
.  with itf own firm ‘centralised organisation and carrying on bold public activity; -without
such organisation the workmg class move;tﬁcnt must lose its mdependen‘ce and come under
* bourgeois influence. '
The address defines the atutude of the workmg class to the petty-bourgeois democrats: ,
“ It must march together with them against the faction it aims at overthrowing, oppose them P
in everythmg whereby they seek to consohdate their posmon in their own interests.”

, MARX: The Class Struggles in France 1848-50 ; The Exghteenth Brumaire of
" . Louis Bonaparte The Cavxl War in France .

These thrce works by Man(, each of which consists of a collection of articles-or addresses, .

' form a serie§ in which he ana.lyses the revolutionary events in France from the Revolution
of 1848 to the Paris Commune in 1871. ’

e In his introduction to both The Eighteenth Brumaire and The Civil War in Fram:e, Engels
pomts out that thanks to historical materialism Marx could grasp the character and con-
sequences of great historical events at the time they were still in progress. These works are

" classical mddels of how Marxism analyses complicated class relations and class battles at the
very time of their occurrence; so as to show the workmg class the correct policy. - \ )

- They make, not only very- instructive, ‘but very exciting reading. Each can be read Vo
separately, but’ they are best read as a series. Thus, The Eighteenth Brumaire opens with a -
summary of the meaning of previous events dealt with in Class Struggies in France. L

-( L Erigels’ Introductions to the Class Stmggles in France and The Civil War in France contain o
a masterly summary of the whole series of events from 1848 to 1871. What were these «
' events ? ) ‘

. In February, 1848 the rcg1me of Louis Phillippe, the, “.Bourgemk ng, set up when - i
o - the Bourbons were overthrown in July 1830, was itself overthrown by a mass upnsmg The 5

regime of Louis Phillipe had represented the “ rule of the bankers,” of the  aristocracy. of
finance.” After its overthrow, as a result of mass pressure from the workers, a Republic y
was declared and, tq begin with, all the propertied classes shared power. . It was the workers
whe: made the February 1848 Revolutlon, but the first act of the bourgeome was to disarm
them. The workers resisted and were defeated in the June uprlsmg of'1848. One by one,
fhe classes which had made the revolution lost power : first the industrialists beat the
tty-bourgeome in June 1874'.9, then they themselves lost to the * aristocracy of finance ”

whe came back in power again,

. Mesdnwhile, taking advantage of these dlssensxons among the * propertied classes,” an
adventurer, Louis Bonaparte, a descendent of the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte, relying on
the support of the masses of the oppressed peasantry, had got himself elécted Presiderit of the
LRepubh and by a coup d’état in 1851 (known as the * Eighteenth Brumaire ’) made hxmself

bsolute ruler. Shortly afterwards, he established himself as the Emperor Napoleon III.
"Thus, after disarining the workers who made the 1848 revolution, the bourgeome, tom
by dissensionis; proved unable to rule. Louis llonaparte and a gang of adventurers seized | Y
power. Bat with Bonaparte’s regime, a big industrial development took place'in France, .

The Bonapartist “‘ Second Empire *, lasted’ until the Franco-Prussian War of 18%0.
This war was provoked by the territorial ambltlons ‘of Bonaparte, who wanted to establish
~ the French fronhers on the Rhine. He was defeated by the Prussians ir 1870, lus Empu'e
félﬂ' ,and,. a * Government of National Defenoe »” was set up.- ' .

1 See Marx, Capital, Vol. II, Part 5, espec;ally chapters 27 and 36. 4

-
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Meanwhile, the Parisian workers were armed for the defence of Paris.~ But the
ment of * National Defence ** was primarily concerned not to defend Paris but to disarm the
workers, In January 1871, it capitulated to. the Prussians.- The Government rétired. to'
Versailles. Thereafter, war ensued between the Paristan workers and the Government at
Versailles, In March 1871, the Paris workers set up the Paris Commune. ‘It was eventually
crushed and the workers massacred by the bourgeois government in Versailles, aided and
abetted by the foreign invaders, the Prussians. ' )

Such was the sequence of events analysed by Marx in these writings.

Of particular importance in these three books are:— »

1. - The analysis of the progress of the revolution from 1848, - The driving force of the’
revolution was the working class, but the revolution put the bourgeoisie in power. . The -
bourgeoisie then turned against the workers, who were isolated and- defeated. - But in this
action the bourgeoisie turned against the revolution itself, deserted the revolution, and
themselves proved unable to rule. ' . '

2, The biting exposure of petty-bourgeois  social democracy * -tontained in The

A  Eighteenth Brumaire. Marx shows that these ¢ democrats*’ were under the illusion that their

own speeches and declamations in parliament decided events, ignoring the realities of the
class struggle. This he called  parliamentary imbecility * or  parliamentary cretinism.”
Marx shows concretely how the outlooks and ideas current in society reflect the position of
different classes. : : : . .

. 3. The exposure in The Eighteenth Brumaire of the nature of the bourgeois state, as the
organ of capitalist class rule. The triumph of the bourgeois republic, said Marz, led in fact,
to * unlimited despotism.” He shows that all revolutions had * perfected the state power,”
but that the task of the proletarian revolution must be to break 'it up.t ~

, 4. The analysis of the position of the French peisantry. " The peasantry, he shpw's('in ‘ L
“ The Eighteenth Brumaire, provided the chief social suppert on which Louis Bonaparte founded -

his personal dictatorship. Neverthelesss he points out in The Civil War in France that‘the
only hope for the mass of the peasantry lay. through a workers’ government. Thus Marx
and Engels began to deduce t the key importance of the workers winning the masses of peasants
.as allies.® | ' :
. 5 Marx’streatment of the Franco-Prussian War in The Cioil!War in France. Hé shows
that, to begin with, it was a just war on the side of the Prussians. But he gives a lead to
the German workers to oppose the war as soon as Bismarck turned it into a war of aggression.®

"' 6. The ana.lysis' of the Paris Commune as * the lpolit:ical form at last discovered to -

“work out the economic emancipation of labour.” .

The Commune was the dictatorship of the proletariat. * Do you want to know what

. v e

this dictatorship looks like? Look at the Paris Commune, that was the dictatorship of the

proletariat.”, So wrote Engels in his Introduction. , ‘
The Commune proved that the working class cannot: ¢ lay hold of the existing state
machinery,” but must * smash it ’ and set up its own power.4 " , v
Marx and Engels analysed the measures taken by the Commune, and at the same tim¢

pointed out its weaknesses and: mistakes. .

1 See Marx, Critigue of the Gotha Programms; Lenin, Sm‘and Révolution. ’

* See Engels, Prefatory Noté to Peasant War in Germarny, Peasant Question in France and Gennany.
?SegLenin,Socialimdear,LécmonWaQ -

_. 4See Marx, Letiers 1o Kugelmann (April 1871); Lenin, State and Revolution, In Meinory of the Cotvnuné,
me of the Gommune, Introduction ‘loRuman edition, of Marx's Latters to Kugelmann, . T v
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; an‘“dl\Ei[g ‘on :Revoluhonary Struggles in Germany, Spain and the United

 States: .
- s1des the three great works in whlch -Marx ana.lysed the revolutionary devclopments
s, 1848+71, Marx and Engels published a number of works in which the historical
li st thethod was applied ‘to the study of-and leadership of the class strugglw in the '
. déranc revolution in other countries. Ma.n;n of these studies were written. in the course P
of Marx’s journalistic activities, especially in the course of his regular contributions to the

New T otk Tribune. Of these, the following are available in book form in English.

ihany Revolutwn and Counter-Ravolutzon, by Marx and Engels
Thls book, which covers the revolutionary events in Geérmany in 1851-2, consists of

o antlcle's contributed at the time to the New York Tribune. The revolution was a democratic
“revolution agamst feudalism in Germany. The workers, peasants, urban petty, bourgeoisie
and bourgeoisie were the classes ranged at the start against the Prussian Mogarchy and the

#s of the other German States. In the course of the revolution the bourgedisie, together
with large sections of the urban petty bourgeoisie, went over to reaction; the peasantry
became, md1ﬁ'erent or ‘hostile; and the workmg class left almost alone to ﬁght counter-

‘ ‘revo‘luﬁon, was defeated. . S

TﬁaPJa:ant War in Germargy, by Engel.f
" Written in, 1850, this book. deals with the great German peasant uprising of 15254
5! study of ‘the class struggles in the 16th century was designed, however, to shed llght
the tasks of the class struggles in the mid-1gth century, when the job of finally destroymg
1dalisih in Eurcpe still remained to be completed. We have, already referred (Part 5)
‘Engels’ Prefatory Note to this book, in which he stressed the importance of building aninde= | .
dént working class, party and of rousing the peasants as allies of the work.mg class,
iing in Germany will depend on whether it will be posslble to support the proletarian
by something like asecond edition of the Peasant War. Ounly then w111 everythmg
* Marx wrote. to Engels i in 1856 ' ‘ '

[ ,_!Rwalutwn in Spam,"by Marx and EngaLr . ' LI |

s book covers the revoluuonary events in Spam, 1854-6 a.nd consists mainly of'
contnbutfed at the time to the New Zork Tribune. An uprising againstfeudal autocracy
jin was started in the army and was supported by the workers. The bourgeoisie and
fficers. deserted the revolution, a.nd the workers’ were isolated and defeated. Th181

i

';War in the Umted States, by Marx and Engels _ -
s ook déeals with-the American Civil War, 1861-6 and consxsm of artlclm from the
'k Tribune andithe Vienina Press, together with extracts from Marx and Engels’ pensonal
ndetice: The Civil War was essentially a further: stage of the democratic revolution
States, begun i the War of Independénce foughit against England, Fo _
d Engels shiow, the slave-holders and the slave power of the Southern States played
United States equivalent to that of the remnants of feudalisni, and fendal ‘auto-
Burope. -The revolutioniary task.in America was to dbolish the slave power of th
Engels therefore urged the wagingof a revolutioiary war, the arming ¢

d" th ﬁ'eemg of the slaves. meoln‘s government at first’ he’ld ba' ck from su
ﬁhe i:éaoti@nary powers Eutope,- ai:c:l the Bﬁtish ‘bo’Tn-
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i of decisive importance in’ securing’ the introdugtion. of compulsory military service, thé

g frecing the slaves, and turning the war into. a revolutionary war; while the. actions iof the ¢

British workers prevented capitalist Britain from aldmg the slave-holdecs ‘The ‘war en
in the defeat of the Southern Slave Smtes o , S .

.

é ‘ ' \ \\ p . ' ! -v, . .
B. THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION ‘OF 1905

JLENIN = Two Tactics of Social Democracy in the: Democrauc Revoluuon oL

. This book, ‘which appea.red in July 1905, lays down the tactical line of the Bolshewks
in the 1905 Revolution in opposmon to the line of the Mensheviks. It.deals with the role
the working class in taking the lead in the bourgeois revolutmn a.nd passing from the bourgeoxs
revolution to the socialist revolution.

o In order to understand ‘this book and the tactical line of the Bolshieviks in the 1"905/
Revolution, the reader should consult the History of the C.P.S.U.(B); Chapter III, ‘Section, g,
w"here the tactical differences between the Bolsheviks and the Menshevrks and the revoluuon-

ary policy of the Bolsheviks are fully explamed ‘.
" “The Revolution of 1905 in Russia was essentially a bourgeoxs democratlc revolution. Tts
' task was hot.to ovcrthrow capitalist rule and estabhsh socialism, but t6 smash Tsarist abso- -

‘Jutism and establish the fullest. democracy The fulﬁlment of thls democsa.ﬁc task was a

‘necessary Stage in the advance to the socialist revolution.

v - On the ‘eve of the 1905 Revolution two opposed lines were put fotward in, the Rusman
i " Social Democratic Labour Party:— :
I ‘I'hc Bolshewks held. that the revolutxon must be led by the workers in- alhanoe witl

* the peasants. They called for an armed nsmg to overthro the Tsarist Goverriment and.sét

iLup a prov1s10n.al revolutionary government in which the workers would participate. - “The ;
liberal hourgeoisi€, said the Bolsheviks, aimed at a compromlse with the Tsa.r at the expense
- of the people, and it was necessary. to isolate them.,

. The Mensheviks, on the other hand, held that the liberal bourgcosxe st be thie l¢
of the- bourg?o?is?ﬁvdutom%aﬁéhmrkm should establish close relations, not with
_peasantry, but with the liberal bourgeosie; and thatifit proved possible to sétup.a prow!noﬁé‘l
re\Polut;onary govemment, this must bea government of the Liberals, )and the workers_ should
“Hiot pammpate in it. o

. The fundamental ta:ctuml prmcxples expounded by Lenin in Two Tactw.r :qf Soaal Bemac-
gy, areasfollows , .
. The-main tactxca.l prmc:,ple which runs through: the whole book iy ghat "the wqr
cla.ss must win’ the leaderslup of . the bourgeois democratie revolution. . Ins
thmugh the revolution; the working class riust fihd an ally, namely, th

‘latc the .hbcx:al bourgeome who dld not aim at the overthrow of ‘

crauc i'evolut:on. In the pnekus hlsto'ry of bourgems _revof ‘
' whlch played the leadmg part, m the new lnstov'v
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' verthrow Tsarism &nd set up

after the establishment of soviet power in Russia, Lenin sums up

bt there is no, real freedom of meeting for the workers '
. capitalists ownership of the balls in ‘whith meetings must be held: Ina socialist country,

o a)néw ﬁeeabm of meeting to cpuﬁter.revoluuonaﬁes in a soc
- against the working people. - l : |

s
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a provisional revolutionary government. This gdvemnient
cratic dictatorship of the workers and peasants. It

ent, but the workers should not hesitate to participate

would be the revolutipnary demo
would not yet be a socialist governim:

" §nit, Its task would be to crush the counter-revolution and to institute in a revolutionary

way such democratic measurés as the eight-hour day in the towns and the re-distribution

of the land in the countryside.

3. Having achieved the democratic republic, the revolutionary movement would not
come to a stop but the workers must then carry the revolution forward to the socialist
sevolution. Having overthrown autocracy and established 2 democratic republic in alliance
with the whole of the peasantry, the working class would go forward with the mass of the poor
peasantry® to defeat the bourgeoisie and establish the pro}ctarian dictatorship and

LENIN : Lecture on the 1905 Revolution

This lecture was delivered by Lenin to an audience of young workers at the People’s
House, Zurich, Switzerland, in Jaduary, 1917. In it he briefly recounts the history of the
revolutionary development in Russia from 1905-1907. :

-He stresses the role of the mass, political strike in the 1go5 revolution—it was marked by
the greatest strike movement ever known, in which, strikes beginning on economic issues
turned 'into political strikes against the “Tsarist Government—and ‘the formation of Soviets
in the course of the mass struggle, which in some cities deposed the local authorities for a
period and themselves functioried as organs of workers’ power. , o

He goes on to point out the world significance of the 1905 Revolution as arousing a

. moveinent throughout the whole of Asia.

A . . / ' T )
' >~

C. PROLETARIAVN’VE.'.RSUS. BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY . .

LENIN : The Deception of the People by Slogans of Freedom and Equality .

This book, written in 1919, answers those who say that the soviet, system violates the

" principles of democracy, freedom and equality. “This argument was used against the soviet
systein at its very inception, just as it is used to-day. - ’ ‘ Vo

‘Dealing with some particular questions arising from the conditions prevailing i;nmed,iatély

argurhents which claim that/the soviets violate freedom and equality.?
~ ¢ Freedom * and * democracy » are a fraud unless subordinated
emancipation of labour from capital, he declares: e
" For instance,

t,o. the interests of the

until they have taken away from the

r the workers but not for tie countér-revolutionaries. To

there is freedom of meeting fo
jalist country would be a, crime

. 48¢e Stalin, The Pary's Thvee Fundamtal Slogans on ths Peasant Quesion
. 3Bee Stalin, On the Draft US.S.R. Constitaitign. C e

the answer ‘to all the .

freedom of meeting is proclaimed in the capitalist democratic counﬁ-ies ;.

»-




6. THE BOURGEOIS-DEMOCRATIG REVOLUTION AND 'I'HE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

After the: d1ctatorsh1p of the proletana.t has been éstablished, Lenin explains, the' ddss: -
struggle continues and assumes sharper forms, so the working class cannot aliow freedom

g to the capitalists and their agents to carry out thelr struggle to restore caplnhxm. on’ the
contrary, they abolish such * freedom.”. v
Slmﬂarly, “ equality * is a fraud if it is in, contradlctlon to the ema.nmpauon of labour .
from oppression by capital. Real equality means the abolition of classes.! To pretend’ '

.'83

that we should make everyone “ equal ”* in any other sense than abolishing classes is a stupid
phrase. In the struggle for socialism, for example, there cannot be equahty of rights. between
the workers'and the capitalists.

Talk of freedom and equality ““in general ” is used as a cover for the ﬁght against
socialism. Lenin therefore put stress on the need for dlsmphnc and organisation on the pait
of the working class in the fight for socialism. It is harder to overcome petty-bourgeois
looseness and petty-bourgeoxs ideas, he says, than it is to beat the big capltahsts. But
without overcommg this, the working class cannot win.?

LENIN : The Proletarian Revolution and Kautsky the Renegade |

. This book deals with the central theme of proletanan versus bourgems democracy :
! and can be read as a supplement to The State and Revolution: It was writtén in 1918 in. mply
to Karl Kautsky who had denounced the Soviet Government as a dictatorship.”
Kautsky’s catch-phrase of “ democracy versus dictatorship ** set the keynote for all
subsequent anti-Soviet propaganda, and has been faithfully repeated ever since by all the
- Right-wing Social Democrats.
- Kautsky pretended that the difference between the Social Democrats and the Bolsheviks
was ‘the difference of two * methods,” the democratic and the dictatorial. The Social
‘ Democrats stood for the ‘ democratic * method th;x Bolshev1ks for the dactatonal »
) method.
’ Replying to Kautsky, Lenm shows how false it is’to speak of democracy “in general »
‘We must always ask: * democracy for whom ? >’ The question at issue is not between
dictatorship and democracy but between proletarian democracy and bourgeois democracy,
" betweerrthe-rule .of the warking class and the rule of the bourgeaoisie.
So long as classes exist, Lenin shows, there can be no “ pure ” democracy. Lenin exposes
1n detail how bourgems democracy isin rea.hty the rule of the capitalists and how the soviets .
represent the rule of the working class, that is, 6f the vast majority. Proleta.nan democ-
racy,” he says, ° ‘i3 many times mare democrauc than any bourgeois democracy. »  He
_proves_ this by detailed references to the pohucal system in the Soviet Union® and i in thev
bourgeois democratic countries.
. Answering Kautsky’s charge about dictatorial methods, 'Lenin shows that the
‘rule of the working class, i.e. of the vast majority, demands the suppressxon of the
. ‘bourgeoisie.
' Lenin showed that the attcmpt to confine the political  action of the working: class
- within the framework of the bourgeoxs democratic state means beiraymg the  cause of the -
working class.4 S .

’

See Engels, Anti-Duhring., ‘ . o
2 See Lenin, Lgft-Wing Communism. N L
3 See Lenin, Tasks of the Prolstariat in Our Ranoluuan, \Can tlw Bolsheviks Mamtam Powcr? Sta!m Raj:m

i5th Congress C.P.S.U. (B), On the quﬂ Constitution of the U

¢ See Marx, Critigue qfthe,‘Golllxa Programme.
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'I'he lattser chapters of this book deal with: the first Soviet Constitution and the dispersal
;' Constituent Assembly ; the tactics of the working class in imperialist war; the develop-
of the Russian Revolution from the bourgeois democratic to the proletarian revolution,

‘ ahai&mng the pohcy of the Bolshe\uks and the developmcnt of the alliance between the workers

€h




g 7. THE GREAT ybdrOBERIJ_SOGiAHST REVOLUTION

.+ - INTRODUCTION -

The Great October Socialist Revolution in Russra marked a turmng-pomt in wonld
history. The working people came to power, and began to end exploxtauon of mjan
by man.

: The first breach was made in the chain of world imperialism, The era of proletanan\
revolution began. At the same time the October Revolution, liberating the oppressed
nations throughout a vast state, gave a gigantic impetus to the natlonal revolution throughout
- the colonial world. ¢ :
. The Great October Socialist Revolutron was camed out under the undivided leadershlp
‘of the Commumst Party, which was able to rally the masses of all the exploited people behm, |
. the working class, and to isolate the compromising parties.

It marked the victory of révolutionary Marxism' over reformism. It showed that, the
right-wing social democrats belong to the camp of defenders of capitalism, and that it is
‘impossible to end capitalism without endmg opportunism in.the working class movement. .

- The Revolution proved that.in carrying out a socialist revolution and estabhshmg the
. dictatorship of the proletanat, the working class must win as allies, a.nd lead, all the explor .
people, and in particular the working peasants. - The d1ctatorsh1p of the proletariat is.. .
therefore a class alliance between the proletarlat and the working peasantry, led by the

proletanat.
The victory of the October Revolutlon proved moreover that socla.hsm can be bunlt

.. in a single country. K
P The Great October Socialist Revolunon marked the r;ée of proletanan democracy, a
\entirely new type of state in. which the working pedple themselves dn'ectly\ parnmpane in
buxldmg up their own state life from top to bottom. .
It showed, finally, that when the big capitalists and landlords ate routed, and the
dictatorship .of the proletariat is established, elements of capitalism will still remiain., A
. fully socialist ecoﬁBﬁfY‘ caxmot—be—ere&ted‘at‘f single blow. There must follow a mo:
less lengthy period ‘durmg which the remaining elements of caprtallsm are ehmihatedt :
the victory of socialisin is organised “tliroughout the entire economy.’
The works dealt with here are pmented under three heads:—

_ _V A . The character and world sngmﬁcance of the October Revolutlon.
: B ‘The' preparatlon for October " R )
C. After the ¢onquest of power—-War ‘Communism, and the New: Econcimnic |

' The basic reading consists of the History of the C.P.S.U.(B) Chapters* 8and g
, . i For the explanaﬁon of the natiire of the dictatorship' of the proletariat th
shouid also ,fer to Fawidatzom qf Lemmsm (Chapters 4 5 a.nd 6), 'On ﬂmebﬂ

@ .

"

‘ i The Soviet 'Governme.nt carneﬂ out a teform of the old Ruisiqn calen&ar X
i October according to the old style. This i why the revolution celebrited’ o
October Revoluhon. nmllarly 1e overtln'ow of the Tsar took place in February- omam l¢;.

.

-
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first réfer to Stalin’s The Intérnational Character of the October Revolution and the October Revolu-
tion and the Tadtics of the Russian Communists. . 7
On the nature of proletanan democracy and the mass character of the new state the most
important reading consists of Lenin’s Tasks of the Proletariat in our Revolution and Can the
 Bolsheviks Maintain Power? which should be read in conjunction with Lenin’s, Deception of
“the Peoplé by Slogans of Fieedom and Equality, and Proletarian Revolution and K autsky, the Renegade, . +
dealt with aboéve in Part 6 (C) and Stalin’s Reéport to t5th Congress of C.P.S.U.(B), dealt with '
in Part 8 below.
©On the nature of socialist state industry and the economic tasks in the transition period,
thé' most important rmdmg is The Impending Cata.rtrophe The Immediate Tasks of the Somet
. Governmient, and The Tax in Kind.
- These should be studied in. conjunction with The Communist Manifestd, Chapter 2; Engels’ '

' fSoaal:.m, Uto[nan and Scientific, Chapter 3; and the section on the internal situation of the
U.S.S:R. in Stalin’s Report to the 14th-Congress of the C.P.S.U.(B).
The lessons of the Great October Socialist Révolution have been venﬁed and carried
. forward in the People’s Démocracies in Eastern Europe which arose after World War II,

_On the-nature of People’s Democracy the reader should consult the booklet Peoples Democraqy

_containing reports by Hilary Minc, G. Dimitrov and others.

' The People’s Democratlc States in Eastern Europe fulfil the functions of the dJctatorsth
of the prolétariat. Atthe same time they have verified Lenin’s statemerit that * the transition
from capitalism to socialism will certainly create a great vanety and abundance of pohtxcal
forms.”

’

A 'THE CHARACTER AND SIGNIFICAN CE OF THE OGT OBER REVOLUTION ‘

STALIN : The International Character of the October Revolution )

. In this statement; made on the Tenth Anmversary of October, Stalin points out that
_the October Revolution. signified a radical turn in world history from the old capitalist
world to the new socialist world. . Past revolutions had only replaced 6ne exploiting .class .
by another, but the aim of the October Revolution was not to substitute one form of exploita- .
tion by another, but to abolish all exploitation of mah by man.! Therefore, the October
, Revolutlon was a revolution of an international world order. .

1. It made a breach in the system of imperjalism, For the first time the class of the
oppresséd and exploited rose to the posmon of ruling class. The revolution converted
the instruments and means of production into public property, destroyed the old state
apparatus; established the power of the working class and began to build the new socialist

- System. ,Thus it began a new era, the era of proletarian revolutlons. o

2, ‘The October Revolution emancipated all ‘the opprmsed nations of a vast state.
For the first time 'oppressed nations rose to the position of nations really free -and really
egual.‘ Hence the October Revolutxon also began the era of colonial revoluuons being
conducted in the oppressed countries of the world in alliance with the proletanat and under’
the leadership of the proletariat.

3. Having sowed the seed of revolution both i in the centres of imperialism and i in its
L rcolomal rear, the October' Revolution jeopardised the very existence of world capitalism
- asa whole. With the October ReVoluuon the era of the collapse of ca.pltahsm began.

3See Ths Communist Mmgfe;fo . : !

I
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4. The October Revolution was also a revolution in the minds, in the ideology of
working class. It marked a victory of Marxism ovér reformism, of Leninism over soclal‘
democratism. It proved that “it is 1mpos31ble to bring an end to capitalism wnhout
bringing an end to social democratism in the Labour Movément.” :

STALIN : The October Revolution and the Tactics of the Russian oommm

The edge of Stalin’s argument in this book, written in 1925 as the preface to a collection.
of articles entitled The Road to' October, is directed against Trotsky It contains not only a.
summary. of the principal lessons of October but also a devastanng polemic agamst the
Trotskyists.!

What are the pnnmpal lessons wh1ch Stalin brings out in this book ?

1. The d1ctatorsh1p of the proletariat was established on the basis of an alliance *
between the working class and the masses of the working peasantry, led by the working class.
The dictatorship is therefore a class alliance between' the proletariat and the workmg .
peasantry, led by the proletariat.

" Its victory was made possﬂ)le because t.he peasa.nts were won to the sxde of the
workers.® o )

2. The dictatorship of the proletariat was ‘established in the October Revolution asa
result of the v1ctory of the proletanat in one country alone, while capitalism was preserved
in other countries.?

3. The revolution was carried through under the undivided leadershlp of one party,
the Bolshevik Party

. 4. In Ieadmg the revolution, the party succeeded in 1solatmg the compromlsmg
parties,4 . '{ '

5. In leading the revolution, the party was able to transform its slogans into slogans

of the masses themselyés. The masses became convinced that these slogans 'were right
through their own experience. -

=~6,~ The.- Octoben Revalution-was-the first breach-in the system of 1mpenahsm and

therefore a first stage in the world revolution. .

N
A

- LENIN : The Fourth Anniversary of the October Revolution

In this artlcle Lenin deals with the character and tasks of the October Revoluhon

' considered from the point of view of the completion of the ‘bourgeois demooranc revolution |

and the passage from the bourgeois democtatic revolution to'the socialist revolution. This

 article therefore ties up with his analysis of the tasks of the Russxa.n Revolution in 117w Lwo

Tactics of Social Democracy.
Lenin shows that the October Revolution, carried through under the leadership of the

+ working class, had consummated completely and fully the bourgeois democratic revo tmn

in Russm, Le. it had eliminated completely and at one blow- all remnants of medl rvalisriy

¥ See Stalin, Repofts to 15th and 16th Cbmrefcs of C.P.S.U.(B).
8 See Stalin, Foundations of Leninism.

® See Lenin, United States of Europe Slogan:

4 See Lenin, Lefi-Wing Communism; Stalin, Foundations of Leninism.

4
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N

o vserfdoﬁi,,feudahsm But this task of carrying through and completing the bourgeois demo- |

. cratie révolution was solved as a by-Product of the proletanan socialist revolution. B} L
The soviet systém, he concludes, marks the rise of a new type of democracy, ie. | L
: ‘pnole“ta.nan democracy or the dictatorship of the proletariat, and jt ushers in a new era in

" The mporm.nt task which- rema.med after the victory of the October Revolunon was
of ‘€conomic construction, to-lay the economic foundations of a' new soc1allst edifice. -
4 "T}ns meant advancmg from small peasant production to socialism.

.

" LEN]N Econonucs and Pohtncs in the Era of the Dictatorship of the Prolemnat

_ “This arucle deals with the problems of the dictatorship of the proletariat as a transition
- period between capitalism and communism. It was written in 1919, and explains that
' between capltahsm and commumsm there lies a transmon penod wh1ch is a period of struggle

* but no desu'oycd ~This is the penod of the dictatorship of the proletariat.! - ;
-+ Remnants of capitalism survive throughout this whole period. There are e present in
it, there 01‘3, three quite distinct and basic forms of social economy

E 24 Petty ‘commodity producnon which contmually breeds capltahsm and -
3 Socialism. . -

1diTg the peasa.nts,. and the- workmg class,
8 Lemn jpoints. out that the October Revolution in Rus51a achieved at one blow the e*-—
. riation of the big landowners and capitalists. At one blow, therefore, the working
’ }?eop were emancapated' from age-old oppréssion. But when the big landowners and cap< -
italists ‘were .defeated,. petty commod.lty producuon and remnants of capltahsm still '
Temained.® ./ L
! 'This ties up with 4 point which Lenin h4d already stressed in his report On the Party .
'Rrogramme at the 8th, Congress of the Russian Communist Party in March 1919. -He there.
nted out that monopoly capitalism and imperialism is nét an entirely new social organisa-

i -supplants the old capitalism, but that the monopolies grow up from and impose
upon the system of commodlty producuon and excha.nge and free compenuon. If

only be 'a lbng process mvolvmg the reconstruction of the whole. na.tlonal
th transitxon from individual petty commodity’ produchon tor latge-sca.le

and w111 remain in the era of the dxctatorshxp of the proletanat. The-
, not die away under the dlctat%rshxp of the proletanat, bnt assumes -

1
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o 4 . B. THE PREPARATION FOR OCTOBER: . _
: ‘ ' March—-November, 1917 o '; .

37

Lenin made many speeches and wrote many a.rtlcles and pamphlets in the penod of
preparation and carrymg out of the Great' October. Socialist Revolution. A’ selectioh @
these is published in the two-volume edition of Lenin’s Selected Works (The Essentials of Lénin)
Vol. 11, and in the 12-volume edition, Vol. VI. We cannot. deal with all these wiiting:
here, but only with a few of the most important. For an explanation of this whole petrio
the reader should consult the sttmy Qf the C.P.S.U.(B)., Chapter VI Section 5 and Ghapter
V11, Sectlons I-6. :

- .

LENIN Letters from Afar

1917\- ana
soviets were set up. In the soviets the ‘compromising parties, the Menshevxks aud Socialist:

Revolutionaries, obtained a majority and approved the formation ofa provxslonal governme
of representatives of the capitalists and landowners. .
' In Letters from Afar Lenin shows that three fundamental pohncal forces were opera’hng

in the March Revolution: .

I. The Tsarist monarchy,
“The capltahsts and landownem, with the petty-bourgeoisie followmg m theu' wake

| e 3. The soviets of workers’ and soldiers’ deputies. - .

After the fall of the Tsarist monarchy the capitalist landowners and bourgeome ros
} power; but alongsxde their power was another, that of the workers and ‘poor peasants
. sented by the soviets. The soviets, said Lenin, were a wox‘kers gqvernment in embryo

* condition of dual power existed. -
3 ) The workmg people wanted peaée land bread and freeclom, but thC capmta.hst 'govem.
ment could never give them this. The workers’ path was to wrest power fromi-the landownets
and capitalists:—~For-this they.had.two.alhee.— {a) the small peasants and semisprolétarian
masses generally, (b) the working classes in the warring countries. Hand in hand with these
-+ allies they must win a democratic republic and the victory of the peasarits over the lanp OWNETS

“and the.n go on to wm somahsm 1

LENIN The Tasks of the Proletariat in Our Revolution Tlie' A;

 The April ‘Conference
‘On amval in Russia’on April's, 1917, Lemn presented his famous Apnl Th“
lie sumimed up the tasks of the revolution. The April Theses were ten in number ani

be summansed as follows

: *c':apltalisfn :

2. There is taking place a transition from the first stage of ‘the. 3
' ,plaoed power in the hands of the bourgeoisié, to the second stage, 'w

. power in the hands of the proletanat and poor peasants. :

’ No support for the fProwslonal Government. - -

A : '
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4. The Bolsheviks must work for a majority in the soviets and to transfer state power .
to the soviéts. .
5. Not a parliamentary, but a soviet republic.
L 6. Conﬁscatmn of landed estates and nationalisation of the land
7
8.

. A single national bank controlled by the soviets.
8. " Control of - all production and dlsu'lbutlon by the soviets.

9. A party congress.
10. A new Intemauonal

In hlS pamphlet The Tasks of the Proletariat in our Revolution, pubhshed in Apnl 1917,
" Lenin -explained in a popular form the fundamental ideas of the April Theses. The bour- '
geoisie; he says, has developed in history two methods of rule, (a) by violence and (b) by
decéption. The Provisional Government is at present using the second method, and the
* immiegiate task is to develop a campaign of patient explanation of the real situation to the
' people
In discussing the future transfer of power to the soviets and the soviet repubhc, Lenin
declares that what is required is a new type of state, * a state of the Paris Commune type,”
in which the masses directly participate in the “ democrauc upbulldmg of their own state
- lifé from top to bottom.”
: Lenin calls for an agrarian programme in the interest of the peasants, the nationalisation
i of the land and the confiscation of estates. The peasants, he says, must be urged
to confiscate the landlords’ lands on their own initiative. All the banks must be amalga-
mated into one national bank under the. control of the soviets, a.nd the capltahst trusts a‘.nd
- combines must be nationalised. - _
- In his'speeches at the April Conference of the Bolsheviks, which took place attheend
of April (of begmmng of May new style) and which are published in the volume The April -
- Gonference, Lenin agam works over the line of the Apnl Theses. ~

®

LENIN The Impendmg Catastrophe

This pamphlet (whxch is sometimes called The Threalemng Catastropke) was wntten in |
'September 1917, at a time when the military and economic situation of Russia had -already
‘rapidly worsened under the rule of the Provisional Govemment, which had turned to a
- policy of open repression. Itis of fundamental importance in that it deals with natwpahsatlon

measufes as a means of combatting economic chaos and as a step to socialism.
- _To meet the catastrophic economic situation Lenin calls for the natlonahsatmn of the
banks and -of big industrial concerns. ' .
©" Such nationalisation, he declares, will only be eﬁ'ecuve if'i 1t is carried out by a workers’
8 "Vemment And nationalisation measures, carried out by a workers’ govemment, are

State monopoly capitalism, such as is created by capitalist nationalisation, is the fullest
beri: preparation for socidlism. There is no intermediate stage. If the workers take
ationalised banks and industries are socialist banks and industries.l.

for these steps to be taken by a workers’ government, Lenin declares that Russia -
'Futune either overtake atid surpass the advanced caplt’ahst countries or perish.

jeli, Sosialism, Utopian and Scientific; Wing Childishness and Pelty-B Mmh,
5 i, i, ot s L L4 Wi Ol - Borges Miltys "
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'a}dvancgd class; .

- greatest, and when the wavering among the enemy and among weak and ind ecisive friends

. in December 1go5. Lenin concludes that for a succd;i ul uprising it is necessary:
. [§

Renegade and Lefi-Wing Communism), is contained in Vol. II of the two-volume edition of

/
7. THE GR.'BAT 6cTOBER sc;cmmsw‘izvomnon
LENIN : Can the Bolsheviks Retain State Power > e
This pamphlet was written on the eve of October, when the Bolsheviks had al
won a majority in the soviets. It answers those who said that the Bolsheviks could not form!
a government. . . ‘ S o _ .
It is of great importance in bringing out what workers’ power really is, on what it is:
based and how it has to act. v : ‘ - o S
Lenin stresses that the workers must destroy everything oppressive in the old state
apparatus. Millions of working people must be drawn into the administration of the state: -
. The main’ immediatel tasks would be to give land to the peasants, liberate the oppfégsetf
nations, propose a just peace to end the imperialist war, and establish workers’ conti6l
over the whole. of production and distribution -as well as to take over the entire banking -
system.? ' S : _ : )

LENIN : Marxism and Insurrection ' o o o
" In a letter to the Central Committee at the end of September 1917, Lenin déals with
the problems of organising an insurrection, He lays down three necessary conditions
I. An insurrection-must depend, not on a conspiracy nor yet on a party, but on the
2. It must constitute a revolutionary rising of the péople; ' ‘
'3. ‘It must be timed to occur when the activity of the advanced ranks of the people is

of the revolution is also gre?.test. . o o
In conjunction with this letter should be read Lenin’s article The Lessons of the Moscow -
Uprising, written in 1906 and dealing with the lessons of the defeat of the uprising in Moscow .

1. 'To carry on the widest agitation among the masses;

2. To conduct a real fight to win over the troops; - ' . -

3. TB*EEkE‘.thc—o;ﬁ'ensive;_.,_. SN L

4.. Tolemploy tactics of guerilla warfare. - o \ » o
" . On the latter point should be read Lenin’s article Pgrtisan Warfare, also written incigob .

SN

 C. AFTER THE CONQUEST OF POWER— . .
WAR COMMUNISM AND THE NEW ECONOMIC POLIGY .

A seleciion of Lenin’s articles and specches in this period (which included Fautsky the
Lenin’s" Selected Wm;lfs, and in Vels. VIII and IX of the twelve-volume edition: _“11"9‘ an

explanation of this whole period the student should consult The History of the CPSUAB),
Chapter VII, Sections 7 and 8, and Chapters VIII and IX. o : ’

EIPRNY

2 See Masx, Critique of Cotha Programms, Cioil, War in Frante; Leni; State and i iai Riooliis
and Kauisky the Rensgade, Deception of the People, Tasks of the Proletariat in Our Revolution; Stalin, Foundations of
Lerinism, On the Problems of Leninism, Report io 15th Congress C.P.S.U.(B). . T

8 Sec Tmmediate Tasks of the Soviet Government. :

é
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LENIN : Immediate Tasks of the Soviet Government ~
~ This was'written in April 1918, soon after the signing of the Brest-Litovsk peace. Lenin
.. points out that having expropriated the big_capitalists, the workers must learn how to L
calist. production and admiinister society. . _
N idlism could not be introduced at a single blow, and many elements of the old society B
.. Temained.. It was necessary to introduce state regulation of them. The immediate task o
 #.'was.té. raise labour productivity, secure the better organisation of labour, introduce strict

.abd universal accounting and control of the whole of production and distribution. .
., ‘FPhis point was taken up a month later in Left-Wing > Childishness and Petty-Bourgeois
.. . Mentality; where, after stressing how much the Russian workers needed the ““respite” of the
. Brést peace, Lenin calls for the development of state capitalism as a means of combatting

‘the teering of private capitalism. . When state power is in the workers’ hands, state . )
ie. state regulation of capitalist production and trade, leads straight to :

w

_ Dealing with the qu;:sﬁon of “ personal dictatorship,” Lenin says tha;t'disciplin’e'and

:+ umity©f will can only be realised by vesting authority in individuals. At the same time, the -
o dem ic organisations of the-soviets mus‘ be strengthened. The soviets are organisations. o
of the people, who must participate more and more in their work. :

concludes by condemning all petty-bourgeois moods of panic and alarm. “Fits - - . e

are of no use to us. What we need is the steady march of the iron battalions of '
tariat.” - - '

‘

,‘4‘@\.{iltwai'a,l"l.dlhtervention e ’ ' o o
-~ The Tespite gained by thie Brest peace did not last long. The Soviet Government had

én, o face the civil war and war of intervention. In his writings of this period Leénin o

bove all the following: -+ ' ' '

. 1+ 'The catrying through of the slogan * Everything for the front! ”;
% Building an alliarice of the working class with the middle peasants; :
9. MObﬂlsmg milliohs of workers and peasants against profiteers and speculators; '
4. Strict revolutionary discipline; o : ! '

5. Selfless work of socialist construction..

Il

,

nection, I le. eginning dealt with the tasks of the organisation
1.¢. the voluntary organisation of spare-time work. - He saw in the subotniks

s of the new communist attitude to labour. This article ¢ontains Lenin’s « ',

.

ition 6f ‘lasses;: . o ) . , N
fe large groups of people which differ from each other by the place

becupy in a historically determined system of social production, by their relation to
means of production, by their role in the $Social ‘organisation of labour, and coii- ;o
tly by the dimensions of arid method of acquiring the share of social wealth of =~
they dispose.”> - - . 70T o
¢ military defeat of the White, Guards and Intetventionists, counter-révolution
up the struggle. Defeated in open watfare, they begaii to seek means to over-
otking people’s power from withini Here Lenin’s Draft Resohitions, Jor the roth 1,
eh, rg21) are of very great importance He points out that the'defeated

Catagirophe; Rngels, Socialismy, Ulopian and Scensife. .+~

(%), Chapter o.
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‘bourgeoisie mevrtably takes advantage of factions within the working-class party, b b
2 <¢ left » factions and trying to secure the transfer of power to such groups, asa rieans 1
R the subsequent complete victory of the counter-revolution.
. o These formulations by Lenin need to be studied in the light of the subsequmt tactl'&‘
of the react:onanes on an mternatxonal scale, especially their support of Titoist to-day

P

R "

L ‘The New Econonuc Policy
o Fora general account of the New Econormc Policy the reader should consult t.he Hz;togv
" ‘of the C.P.S.U.(B), Chapter g.
[ : Lenin summed up the nature and significance of the N.E.P. in his Report on thc Tactws-
' of the Russian Communist Party presented. to the grd Congress of the Commuinst Intess
. . national in June 1g2t. After dealmg with the international position of the xiew soviét
: republic, he points to the crucial importance of establishing a firm alliance between th
"  -workers and the peasa.nts of Russia. It was urgently necessary to improve the conditi -
* 'the peasants and increase their productwe forces, and for this purpose the former sm;ﬁl
_-appropriations systerh was replaced by a taxinkind. Thiswould give the peasant an ecoromi: -
o incentive,but it meant freedom to trade and so freedom for a certain development of capitalisin.
: ' “There was no need to be afraid of this, however, so long: as banks, transport and large-scale
;\ ~ ‘industry remained in the hands of the workers’ state. A certain development of capit i
regulated and controlled by the workers state, was advantageous, since it would hasten the
immediate revival of peasant farming. The task was to-develop socialist industry, as a
-+ of which it would become possible to supply the peasadts with the requirements necessary
. .-* advance by gradual stages to large-scale collectivised and mechanised agriculture.
' . Lenin’s article The Tax in Kind, published in May 1921, is likewise of funidamet
' importance in presenting the New Ecoriomic Policy. (This article is given the tifle
_ Food Tax-in Vol. g of the 12-volume Selected Works.)) After explaining the foundati
' N.E.P., Lenin stressed that it was' impossible to creatg socialism -all at one blow.
, ¢ommodity production and private trade must remain in being and even bé encou
"~ grow for a time. But with state power in the hands of the workers, the task was to'1
" and direct such. capitalist productxon and trade. State control, supcms:on “and aced

were of paramount ‘imper T
~The pnnclples of N.E. P wete further explamed by Lenm in two spéeches. in oegobgg,

1921.
S, Inhis speech on The JVew Economcholuy and the Tasks qf the Plitical Educatxoa E

Leénin described N.E. P. as a strategic retreat, allowing individual
.~ develop togeth er with a°cértain revival of capitalism. It posed the fundam
. 'Who will win, capitalism or the Soviet State ? ‘The task was to win the mass
to followthe worinng class, and to *“ keep the bridle on the capltahsts » sk
su,bprdmate to the state and of service to the state. ' S
© ¢ Invhis speech on The New Economic Policy to a Moscow D;sti‘ict Party"CQ_
' iaid' at while in the perlod of war communistn ithe attérmpt was made 6 take
" iof capitalism by assault,; it was necesSJary to rétire a h;tle 80 as to gather stréng
the offensive, @ o
A year later, in the Polztzcal chort qf the Gmtral Commzttee to the t1th ngy'
March nga 2, Lenin stressed that the retreat had already ended and that the tag
the forces for a'hew offénsive against capitalism. ‘The main task of N.
bOn,gl between ‘the mdlvxdual economniy of the péasams ‘and the socialist econom

a

'3SeeLehm,InmdwleTask:qftheSm’¢tGovmnt o o " B
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nationalised: mdustnes. To strengthen this bond it was above all necessary for communists
to learn how to ccondugt business and trade.
, In the opening's sections of this report he dealt mth relatlons between Soviet Russia and
' the ¢apitalist. countries, stressing that they wanted t6'develop peaceful trade relations thh‘ .
the capitalist world,’and would: succeed in domg so. ‘

.- .
/_

LENIN: On Co-operauon o

This article, published in Pravda, 1923, deals with co-operation as a v1ta1 factor for
organising ‘millions of small producers to take part in building socialism.

"~ “The schemes of early co-operators for building the * Co—operanve Commonwealth > |
were utopian, because they dreamed of trarisforming capitalism into socialism simply by -
expandmg the co-operatives. Socialism cannot be established without class struggle and
*_the conquest of power. But when power is in the hands of the workers, then the co~ "
- operatives do become a vital factor in building socialism, :

"w

LENIN ¢ The Role and Functions of the Trade Unions Under N.E.P. E . IR

This ai'ucle, pubhshed in Januax'y 1922, sums up Lehin’s teachings about the role of i

the trade unions in the period of the New Economic Policy. '
- The trade unions are mass organisations of the working class, uniting party and non-

party workers, whose task is to protect the interests of the working people and to help raise

their standard of living. -

Trade union membershlp must be voluntary and members must not be requlred to
subscribe to any political views. All that is required is that members should understand
comradely discipline and the ne'cessity of uniting the workers’ forces to protect the interests
of the working people and to assist the working people’s government. .

The trade unions do not pamclpate in management, but they do train and nominate

* . workers for managerial positions, - assist the planmng orgamsatlons, and negotlate wage
- scales. -

In socialist enterprises the trade unions must work to secure agreed settlement of any o
disputes between workers and management, effectively protecting the interests of the masses '
of the workers in all respects. §

The student should also consult Lenin’s speeches The Trade Unions and Once Again on the C

" Ttade Unions published in Vol. IX of the 12-volume Selected Works. It may be noted that
.~ @nge Again on the Trade Umons contains most valuable matenal about the Marxlst dJalectlcal A
method. .- ' ‘"

LENIIN The Tasks of the Youth, Leagues R C

Ve Thus .speech, delivered at the Young Communist League Congress in - 1920, contaths v
Lenin’s account of communist ethics. Communist ethics is enurely subordinate to the work- '
ingsclass su'uggle, and it serves the purpose of helping human society to rise to a higher level

- and' to get rid of the exploitation of labour.

' Lenin stressed that the task of buﬂdmg communism belonged to the new generatwn, and

"job of the young', Commumsts was to learn how to build commumsm .
mieans much more than simply. lea.rmng communism > out of books Le'u'mng 7
t be combmed thh practlcal tasks L ; . g ‘




7. THE GREAT OCTOBER SQCIALIST REVOLUTION
But it-also means that the youth must learn to assimilate the knowledge establishedi in
past society. Commumsm arose out of the sumn of human knowledge. Marx took his stand'
on the firm foundahon of knowledge acquired in capitalist and pre-ca.pltahst society; fully
assimilated all that earlier science had produced and critically reshaped it. Only by knowledge -
~of the culture created by the wholé development of mankmd and by reshaping this culture;
can we build commumst culture. ) . NG




8. THE BUILDING OF SOCIALfSM IN THE USSR. -

S o INTRODUCTION . ' : | &

. The'bmldmg of a socxa.hst society in the U.S.S.R. was in the main completed by 1936
! when this dchievernent was given legislative form in the Stalin Constitution of the US.S.R. »
- All exploitation of man by man was abolished. - '
‘The last exploiting class was eliminated, and there remamed two friendly classes of .
Soviet sotiety, the workers and peasants. T
y at socialist industry had beéen built, and the U.S.S.R. transformed from a backward '

1 country into, an advanced industrial country.
So ahst large-scale collective farms had been established, makmg use of modern agn-

fal ‘machinery and science.
inaterial and cultural standards of the workers and peasants had risen and continued
¢w people had come into belng, a new working class {yhich had never known
| .a new collective farm peasantry, a new socialist intelligentsia.

Wlth the completion of the edifice of socialist soc1ety there began the transition from
Z L t6 ‘communism in the U.S.S.R. -

The U.S.S: .R. becamie a great world power havmg defeated the efforts of both external
al enemies to prevent the bulldmg of socialistm. The U.S.S.R. adopted and adopts '
a-consi nt policy of peace. C
basic reading on the building of socialism in the U.S.S.K. is The History qf the .
B). Chapters g, 10, 11 and 12. And next the student should turn to. Stahn’s Report o
' (Constitution qfthe US.S.R. ) o

o

- there are prmted some of t!he pnnclpal works of Stahn on the bmldmg of

al_l th_as tmal the new reader is advised to turn ﬁrst to, the followmg
at the First All Union Gonference of Collective Fapm Shock ‘Workers, Address to- Graduai
' Red cadem; Spsech at the First All-Union Cmgferenu gf Staklzanomm, and the Rapoit'n )

writings of' Stalin, is the apph
ing into account the' ga,ven stage’ of dévelopment and' @
: g}y,. and thsistence op the role of Criticism a.nd xelf-entlcmm» :

76 Lt ) i . \- -
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8. THE BUILDING OF SOCIALISM IN THE US.S:R.; 1924536, .

A. STALIN'S REPORTS TO PARTY. CONGRESSES '
Report to 14th Congress, CPSU.(B) (1925) e
Report to 15th Congress, C.P.S.U.(B) (x927) : .
Report to 16th Congress, C.P.S.U.(B) (x930)
Report to 17th Congress, C.PS.U.(B) (1934)
‘I’léport to 18th Congress, C.P.S.U.(B) (1939)

Tremendous material for study is contained in these Reports, which should beréad in)- ;
conjunction with Chapters g - 12 of the History of the C.P.S. U.(B). In them we can. follow:
right through the whole Stalinist policy of building socialism in the U.S.S.R. Besides this,
the Reports unfold the development of the general crisis of capitalism in_the périod np to thi
second World War. They expound Soviet foreign policy. And they contain material of -
fundamental importance developing Marxist-Leninist teachings about the Pasty.

Each of the five Reports is divided into three parts: (1) The International Situat
(2) The Internal Affairs of the U.S.S.R.; (3) The Party. . ; ,

What are the chief contents of the reports, under each of these heddings ?

- . 1. The International “Situation - :

. The period 1925-39, covered by the five Congresses, opened with the dying down
the revolutionary wave which followed the 1914-18 war and with the partial stabilisati

- of capitalism. It saw the beginning of the world economic crisis in 192, Japan's atta
on' Manchuria, Italian fascism’s aggression in Abyssinia, Hitler’s risé to' power; the fast
aggression in Spain, the great intensification of the danger of war and fascism:

. In the Reports, Stalin follows closely the development of international relationisi
elaborates the firm peace policy of the Soviet Uniony L . o r

. In the 14th Congréss Réport he gives a detailed analysis of what was mieant
, Tead i the-near futuse to renewed crisis, ffaught with the danger of new wars.
| In this Report, and again at thé 15th Congress, Stalin demonstrates that
~world was torn by insoluble contradictions—between the proletariat and the
' between the imperialists and the colonial peoples; between the impérialists
and between the capitalist world and the lanid of the Soviets. ~ ° '
At the 15tk Congress,

~

I3

. and miore explicitly at the 16th Copgress he explains that 3
:" First World War and the Russian Revelution capitalism ha entered into a phase
érisis. 'The genieral crisis of capitalism, which began during the period of the !
war, is, he says, undermining the very foundations of capitalism. The prifcip
the general crisis are: T
- . "(2) Capitalism no longer represents the sole and all-embracing systein of
© gide by side with capitalism thefe exists the socialist system. - .
""" (b The authority of imperialisin has been unidermined in the colonial &
countries, and it is fio longer able to order affaifs.as of oldin these countitries..

7 {(c) In the colonial and dependent countries there has appeared
jsrm, which competes in the, markets with the old capitalist countries, sk
plicating the strugple for markets. . . o

"(d) T the capitalist countries there exists chronic undertemploymient of
résources and permanent unemployment. ' o o




I4 ' L

- READERS’ GUIDE TO THE MARXIST CLASSICS

Peiceful Coexistence of Socislism and Capitalism -~ ‘ , ‘ L
. He affirinis that the Jbasis of Soviet foreign policy is to preserve peace and establish Sriendly
diglomatic and trade relations with all counries. - :
- At both the 14tk and 15tk Congresses he emphatically asserts that Soviet policy is based
on the maintenancé of peacefiil coexistence between capitalist and socialist countries. . ‘
“ Our relations with the capitalist countries are based on the assumption that the 2
coexistence of two opposite systems is possible. Practice has fully confirmed this.*”
. . ' ‘ (15th Congress)
- Nature and Causes of Capitalist Crisis . |
At the 16tk Congress, meeting in 1930, when the capitalist world was already plunged
into néw world economic crisis, Stalin lays bare the character of the crisis as a crisis of
over-production, and clearly states its nature and causes. In this Congress Report the o
réader will find a’definition, classic in its depth and simplicity, of the nature and causes "
of capitalist' economic crisis.! : '
_ Stalin'then goes on to analyse in detail the special circumstances which made the capitalist
crisis Which broke out in 1929 a world crisis of exceptional depth and severity. He shows
- how it intensified all the contradictions of capitalism, and inevitably led to the attempt
. tosdlve the contradictions by organising new armed assaults against the U.S.S.R.
- Soviet Union’s Consistent Peace, Policy . ! ' ‘ -
In face of this situation, Stalin reaffirms.the consistent peace policy of the Soviet Union.
“Our policy is a policy of peace and of strengthening trading relations with |
all countries. . . . We do not want a single foot of foreign territory, but we shall
not give up a single inch of oir own territory either to anyorie. That is our
foreign policy.” ‘ .- Ty
Four years later; at the 17tk Congress, he analysed the further development of the'economic
crisis and of the war danger, and again concluded: : ‘ : :
* Our foreign policy is clear. Itis a policy of preserving peace and strengthening .7
commercial relations with all countries. The U.S.S.R. does not think of threaten-
ing anybody, let alone attacking anybody. We stand for peacé and champion
A the cause of peace. But we are not afraid of threats and are prepared to answer o
( . blow for blow against the instigators of war. Those who want peace, and are '
' - striving for peaceful intercourse with us will always receive our support, and those "
| ‘ who try t6 attack our country will receive a stunning rebuff to6 teach them not
I to poke their pig’s snout into our Soviet garden.”

%

, _With regard to the relations of the Soviet Union with parﬁcular"capitali‘st countries,
.Stalin declares: o ' ‘ N o

_* Our orientation in the past and our orientation at the present time is towards
the U.S.S.R. and towards the U.S.S.R. alone, and if the interests of the USSR. .
T demand rapprochement with this or that country which is not interested in

...+ _ disturbing peace, we shall take this step without hesitation.” oo
- Early in 1939, at the 18tk Congress, Stalin showed 'that a bloc of three aggressor, states, o

many, Italy and Japan, had.been formed, and that a new imperialist war for the re: o
. division of the world had already begun. Yet in face of fascist aggression, the non-aggressor
states, headed by Britain, France and the U.S.A., were adopting a policy of non-intervention
making concession after concession to the aggressors. Their aim was to try to turn the
r against the U.S.S.R. But Stalin warned that this * big and dangerous political
suld “ end in a serious fiasco for them.” : ' :

~t

/



of the general crisis of capitalism and of the peace policy of the Soviet Union. ..

.

8. THE BUILDING OF SOCIALISM IN THE U,$8.R:; 192430

.. As we know, this ¢ fiasco * came to pass soon afterwards. - The study SE the
of these Reports ‘dealing with international -affairs is essential for understan ing ithe

: ‘2. Internal Affsirs of the USSR, . ST

The period covered by the five Congress Reports was the period of the successfuil o
_struction of socialism in the U.S.S.R. While the capitalistworld plunged into.crisis, i
of peaceful socialist construction were carried out in the Soviet Union. s

\
Socialist Industrialisation
~ The 14th Congress, held in 1925, takes us back to the period when the Soviet people had
only barely restored the immense damage done by the war of intervention, when agricultural - .
production was still organised on a backward individual peasant basis, and when the Seviet
Union still possessed very little heavy industry. ‘ T
The task which Stalin posed was the task of socialist industrialisation—to expan

.socialist industry and to build adequate reserves so as to make the US.S.R. a self-reliant,
independent socialist country.! ‘ i TR e
In the Congress Reports we can see how, in posing this task, Stdlin and the Party fought -

against and routed the Trotsky-Zinoviev-Bukharin opposition. ‘ '
‘In presenting the task of socialist industrialisation, Stalin shows how the share of sta

socialist industry in the national economy miist be made to grow from year to year-
the same time, at both the 14tk and 15tk Congresses, he deals at length with s sk
strengthening the alliance of the workers and peasants, and at the’ 15tk Congr ess b already
outlines the task of building collective farm agriculture.? R T
The task of building socialist industry and agriculture entails, he says, the effort cons
tinually to improve the material conditions of the working people, and to .strengthen the
Soviet State, as the state of the working people. /' ' ’ SRTEEE R,
"% Wherein lies the strength of our State apparatus?". ... In that it liAl
State power with the millions of workers and peasants through the Soviets -
In that the State apparatus does not set up a barrier. between itself and the
__masses of the people but merges with them through an increédible numbef of mas

\ organisationsTT B _
In the 14th Congress Report we should also note a very important passage in which Stal
 points out the difference between state socialist industry and state capitalism.

_ In state capitalist enterprises, he says, “ there are two classes ” and “ prbé
carried on for the profit of the capitalist.” But Soviet staté enterprises, on the other
are socialist enterprises, « Why? Because in them' are represented not two classes but
one class, the working class, which through its state owns the instruments, and means of
production and is not exploited . . T

~ This passage sums up the difference between socialist and capitalist nationalisation of
industry.® - . ‘ . o A

The Victory of Socialism | S

At the 16th Congress in 1930, when the First Five Year Plan was alréad
year, Stalin called for a « socialist offensive along the whole front,” in order ©hee an
g 5 L The Inpending Catasiropl, Tnmadiats Tasks of Sovit Governmens; Stalis, Addvoss to Gradustes of
(7 0 : . 1 ST R

* See Engels, The Peasant Questio in France and Germany; Stalin, Foundations of Leninistm, o
8 See Engels, Socialim, Ulopian and Scientific; Lenin, The Impending Gatastrophe, Lift-Wing, Childishiisss andi
Petty-Bourgeois Mentality. . . . o NS

.




3.0 capltahsm in the U S. S R.L Just as the Reports at the 1488 a.ncE
¢alt devasting' blows against the Trotskyists, so the 16t Congrc:.r deéalt a
low. against the Rights.

ie. 17l Congtess, Stalin could pomt out that a radical tra.nsformatidn of the
fbeen ‘aclmeved"’ from an agrarian into an industrial country; from. small-
agriculture to collectlve large-smle mechamsed agriculture; from an un-

peasant economy occupled a secondary posmon as. compared thh socialist
arming. Socxa.hsm had achleved unchallenged predom.ma.noe and had become:

‘ployment was a thmg of the past.
tandards of life were rising.

939; at the 18th Congress, Stalin could say that the socialist reconstruction of the
f industry and agriculture on the basis of modern tcchmque was completed.?8 The
7 had becomie technically the most advanced country in the world. Stalin pointed
/66 the neéw rise in the material and cultural standards of the people, the abolition of all ,
cIasses and the strengthening of the moral and political unity of the Sovmt e

Socialist trade was expandlng and

'g wﬂih the future tasks, of socidlist consu'uctlon, he pomted out, hov« ever, that the
sl lagged behind the advanced capitalist countries economically, i.e. in output
ead of Aopulauon.i The long-térm task was_ to. oumtnp the caplta.hst countries, alse-

B . 3 The Party . ' '
: her of questmns concermng the strengthening of the party, its pohcy and v_gams s

struggle against tight and “ left ” deviations, and fundamental questions &f
ory are dealt w1th iri the sections of ithe Congress Reports- devoted to the party

Dictatirship of the Proletariat g:
Congress’ Stalin emphasised the role of ‘the party in the s;‘st’em of the !
 proletariat. 'The party, he says, is not the state, but is the. gutdmg for
€ dmtatorsh.lp of the proletanat is not exercised by, the paity, but

vithe party’s guidance and is not posslble w1thout the party The party do s
, but t: eads.

ot

ngress he sharply calied attention 'to certain’ defects in, .party wor :
4 ’ of setthng quesuons, ‘placea of open criticism and self ! i

l o

"Cdngnss was a Congress of sharp Astruggle agamst the Trotékylst \opposm
ep ,Sfauhr;aumm_"g tskyis



. After the-utter rout of the Tromkyxsts whxch followed, .Smlm Wery 'con
up at the 16tk Gonigiess the essence of the Trotskyist plaﬂ'orm > - The Tro
the possibility.of building sotialism in, the Soviet Union, they denied that the
be drawn into socialist construction, and they demanded freedom for facti nal antx

groupings within the Commumst Party 1.

The Rout qf the Right Deviation -

The 16tk Congress was:a Congress of struggle against the nght dewauon. ‘ 1
and the other right oppositionists, said’ Stalin, were putting forward the theory. that the
class struggle was peaoefully dying out, and that it was not necessary to- take the offensive-

it the remaining capitalist elements in order to build socialism.?

. Both the right and the ¢ Jeft * deviations, Stalin emphasised, représéntéd theé 'ressm:e
of hostile classes. He likewise dealt with hostile influences which wére manifésting themse]_ves
on the national questlon.a What was not known at that time, but was révealed in
which subsequently took place, was that the leaders of all thesé right, * left ** and
. tendencies were working in close and secret-concert with forexgn imperialists; for thy
of securmg the destruction of the soviet system and the restoration of cap1tahsmm th
' Their various * platforms ** were not platforms of principle, riot genuine éxpressi
but were put forward by an unprincipled gang.of spm and adventureis '
imperialism,* - In a,feport to the Central Committee in' 1937 Stalin th TE €
that the Rights and Trotskyists in ho sense’ represented any. pohucal .tendency '
worl-nng class and socialist movement, but were a gang of eiiemy agents and
~And he called for the greatest v1g11ance in combatting such agencxes. .

Barty Leadmhtp

" At the 16tk Cangrm Stahn 1aid down condmons for correct party Ie
(&) a correct lme, understood by and supported by the masses, (b) a day-to-
on thg carrying otit of the ling and day-to-day direotion of its application
striggle against deviations from the general' line, and against any con
towards such deviations. -

Atﬂae_;qzh__ongms in 1934 Stalin could pomt out that the ﬁght ag‘, )
and nght roppositwn groupings was ended; although traces of their influence §
Aﬂked whlch was the * thain danger,” the right or‘the “left dapger he 16

.the one' thch we are ot ﬁghung agamst. :

enin the arty orgamsatlon a.nd the party cadres. A
' ‘he underlmed the need for orga.msmg the work,’

ng up) thege points g .
-adres, of quteﬁng and helpmg them in every way,, ‘

liti, Theses and: Report on | .Nah"orwl Futons, Foundatians gfLem;m,
in; Drmmmmfa» toth Party Cangrm. . ,
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.~ attending to their Marxist education.! It was necessary, he stressed, to help cadres in all
.+ branches of work without exception to become versed in the Marxist-Lehinist science of
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~society. \ -
Theoty of the Socialist Sate ~ * - - o -
In the concluding section of his Report to the 18th Congress, Stalin made a contribution o

of ﬁmdamentalmportance to the Marxist-Leninist theory of ‘the state.
Whereag. Marx and Engels had stated that when exploiting classes were abolished and
., +-socialism was established the state would begin to  wither away,”* the experience of building
- socialism in the U.S.S.R. proved that this conclusion must be modified. ‘The socialist
state must remain so long as socialist countries are surrounded by a capitalist world,
The state would wither away only after the victory of socialism on a world scale. But while
thé punitive organs of the old state had been directéd against the people inside the country,
the task of the. socialist state inside the socialist country was one of peaceful economic -
organisation and cultural education,” and its punitive organs were directed “ to the outside - -
against external enemiés.” \ o :

The New Sovier Intelligentsid ‘ |
- Stalin also dealt with the question of the Soviet intelligentsia, pointing out that whereas
~ in ‘the past the intelligentsia had been regarded with a certain amount of mistrust, in
Soviet conditions there had arisen *a new Soviet intelligentsia intimately bound up with
the people and for the most part ready to serve them faithfully and loyally.”3
Lessons of the Victory of Socialism in the U.S.S.R

. Stalin concluded his 18t Congress. Report by pointing out that the U.S.S.R. Had proved
that the working class was fully capable of building socialism. B

B. REPORTS AND ARTICLES FROM STALIN’S “ PROBLEMS OF LENINISM »

~ STALIN : Problems of Leninism L o,
 ‘This book, the earlier editions of which were entitled simply Leninism, is a collection of
important articles and speeches by Stalin in the period 1924 to 1939. Part of its contents
have been dealt with elsewhere. Here we deal in chronological order and under various

beadibgs with the remaining material. Much of it overlaps with the Party Congress

. Reports, and all should be read in the light of the History of the C.P.S,U.(B), Chapters 1o,

11 and ia. ’ . , o

'
‘

P ] 1. The Alliance with the Peasants
" The Party’s Three Fundamental Slogans on the Peasant Problem (1927)

* Tikie Slogan of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat and Poor Peasantry (1927) . : .
- - Thege two articles; which take the form of replies to comrades’ questions, elaborate and

explain the three distinct stages of the alliance of the working class and peasants during
‘the course of the Russian Revolution.® . o : ' o
N, ’ .
See Stalin, Address to Gradudtes of Red Army Academics.
e Engels, Socialiom, Utopian and Scientific; Lenin, Stats |
talin, Oii ths US.S.R. Draft Constitution. = ». :
Leuing Tuoo Tactics of Social Democracy; Stalin, Foundations of Laninism, Report to 14th Congress. )

B
I ! -

and Revolution.

8
4/See




. policy of Bukharin and his group. The rights said that the remaining capitalist elements -

k : - - . -

_ 8. THE BUILDING OF SOCIALISM IN THE U.SS.R:; 1:9§4539 - -
On the Grain Front (1928) _ o
Lenin and the Question of the Middle Peasant (1928) ’ ’ S
These further develop the principles of the alliance with the¢ middle peasants. o

.

A)

2. The Right Danger and Trotskyism

The. Right Danger in the C.P.S.U.(B), (1928) ' ‘ _
In this speech at a meeting of the Central Committee, Stalin defines the essence of tl
right deviation. In capitalist conditions it is a tendency to depart from the moluﬁbm
line of Marxism in the direction of social democracy. In'soviet conditions it js a tendency
* towards bourgeois ideology. Stalin demonstrates that the right danger was rooted. in 1 &
existing social and economic conditions of the country at the time when small-scale commodity -
production still flourished and provided the soil for a revival of capitalism.! ‘ :

The Right Deviation in the C.P.S.U.(B), (1929) ~

B

" In this further Report to the Central Committee Stalin exposed the essence of the fight

_ in the U:S.S.R. would peacefully “ grow into socialism.” Hence they said theé class struggle
' was dying out and denied the necessity for an offensive against remaining capitalist elements.
" This policy would have meant demoralising socialist construction and surrendering socialist:

positions to the capitalists.* . -

Al

Gongerning the History of Bolshevism, (1931) . ‘ ’
. This is a letter from Stalin to the editors of a Soviet journal protesting against their
having printed a “ discussion afticle ™ by a certain Slutsky, falsifying the attitnde of Lenin

evik

and the Bolsheviks to German Social Demfocracy. It is a classic formulation of the Bols
attitude towards © liberalism,” especially liberalisth in relation to Trotskyism.

Stalin declares ‘that it is  rotten liberalism ’’ to-enter into theoretical * discussions*
“of énemy ideas, in a way that allowed the question to be raised of altering the *“axioms of

Bolshevism * as a result of such discussion..

-

EREIN . B

Ty, The dvialist Offemsive
A f‘ébr of Great Change, (1929) ’ . ) !
"This article, published in Prasda on the' i2th Anniversary of the October Revolution;,
summarises the decisive advances made in the first year of the First Five-Year Plan,
_ summarises the achiévements under three headings: o . .
1. Achievements in raising the productivity of labour. e notes the great rise indal
enthusiasm and creative initiative made possible thanks to self-criticisin and socialist éfy
2. Achiévements in industrial construction, where the problem of accui
funds for capital construction had been solved and new socialist cadres were being
3. Achievements in agricultural construction, where the mass of the mid
. were already turning to the collective farm movement. = : -
Problems. of Agratian Policy 'in the U.S.S.R. (1929) | L
 In this speech Stalin deals with a series of theoretical questions conéerifig which there
. existed confusion of ideas which could endanget the practical success of socialist construction:
" Theoretical work, says Stalin, was lagging behind practice, whereas it ought to keep ahead
of practical work, The following problems are dealt with: " A o :
"1 See Stalin, Repor? to 16th Congress; Lenin, On the Party Programme.
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e p}’oblem of 'acht'mmlating funds for socialist constructibn—,-“ expanded socialist

eed for the worlnng class in the towns to glve leadershxp to socxahst con-
i the'countrymde.

4,.." 'I'he matenal assistance rendered to the peasants by the socialist workers.
5 The somahst character of collecnve farming. ’

i ’-,' ‘Ilh1s latter point is further expla.med in the short article: The Policy of Elmzmatmg the
Kulakr .a Class. Stalin points out that so long as the material conditions did not yet exist for
§eale socialist farming, there could be no questlon of eliminating the capitalist kulak farms
of ln:mnng them and restricting the activity of the kulaks. But when the material v
ons were ripe for the mass turn to large-scale collective: farming, then the question
the agendd was not that of restncung the kulaks but*ehmmatmg thc kulak farms altogethe‘r. '

»

h Success (1930) ’ 1 : ,
article, which was of tremendous importance in the collectxve farm movement, L
exposes certain “leftist” mistakes which threatened to disrupt the'collective farm =~ "
overment,. namely, violations of the voluntary character of the collective farms, failure to o
w for’ the diversity of conditions in different districts and attemipts to socialise not only o
cipal means of production but also household land, dwellings, etc. S
- sarie points are further amplified and explained in the article: Reply to Collectwe
mrades. Havmg read this article, the reader should .turn to Stglm{s speech at the
Committee three years later, entitled: Work in. the Rural Districts, in which he
a jlf'-cntxca.l' tone defects still remaining in the work of the pa.rty in building and.
g the collective farm movement. Like Dizzy with Success, this speech is an outstandmg
le of Stalin’s emphasis on Bolshevik mnmsm a.nd self-criticism.
i

- y [

.

.
ks of Business Executzm (1931) a B . ‘ » 5
“mon: New. Tasks (1931) S : " N
ese speeches to. conférences of Soviet busmess executwes Stalm stresses the neqd'
ter technique. He further desls with questxons of the recnntmg of labour POWERy

¢ organisation of work the training of personnel etc. ,
. . . ', ok

- of thel First Five; Year Plan (1’933) U ‘ 3
tothe Central Comrnittee on the results of the FxrstJFwe-Year Plan, successfqll <
years, Stalin: ﬁrst emphasises its internatib mgmﬁcant:e'

Plan are mob lising the, revolutzona.ry forces bf the. workm
a 3t _y, to convert the U S:S.R. into a la:nd ‘ofpow i
rge-scale /colleouve farming, and to achiéve this without outside 4id, by m
dl Fesources o country alone. Thi ach;evemen‘t was leadmga t &)
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4. Socialist Labour

Speech al the First All-Union Conference of Collective Farm Shock Worlccrs (1933)

Stalin shows that the collective farm path is the path to socialism, and to a progperou
life for the peasants; Dealing with the position and work of communists in the collec
farms, he stresses that they must not grow conceited and isolate themselves from non. party .
people, and that * modesty is the adornment of the Bolshevik.” 'Ifis the workers and peasants -
who are now “ the real heroes and the creators of the new life.” - :

Address to Graduates from Red Army Academies (1935) s '

This speech should be read as followmg up the speech to Business Executives four yca.rs
earlier,
* Stalin points out that when the U.S.S. R. lacked its own machines and machmer-bmldmg'
industry, it had to be said that “ technique decides everything,” but now they must say that
¢ cadres decide everything.” He therefore emphasised the need to value cadres and to help
them in every way.

In the opening section of this speech Stalin sums up the reason why it was above all
necessary in order to achieve socialism in the U.S.S.R. to make the fundamental tasks of
the First Five-Year Plan the construction of socialist heavy industry, rather than concentrating .
on the productlon of consumer goods. _ . » Y

'

Y

Speéch at the First All-Union Conference of Stakhanovites (1935)

Stalin explams that the Stakharioyite movement, which arose in the period of the Second
Five-Year Plan, is a higher stage of socialist emulatlon arising on the basis of modern
‘technique which sets itself the aims of greatly i mcreasmg the productivity of socialist labour.
Just as capitalism defeated feudalism because it creafed higher standards of productivity -
it -of labour, and made society richer, so will socialism beat capitalism. *: Soclallsm can

succeed only on the basis of a high productivity of labour.” e

But the Stakhanovite movement, says Stalin, also prepares the way for the tra:iﬂuon‘ '
~ from _Socialism to communism, to the creation of “an absolute abundance of arti of
consumptlon, and to -ra:smgthe‘culmrﬁl‘ and technical level of the working class to the B
level of engineers and technicians.” o

The Stakhanovite movement was a movement from below which qtnckly spvead o
throughout the whole Soviet Umon. Thxs ‘was made possible, says Stalin, for rfour
reasons:’ -

1. Because of the radical improvement in the material standards of the workers., & Llfe
has mproved comrades, life has become more Joyous and when life is joyous work goes
well

: Because of the abolition of explommon, as a result of which ** labour in- our*country
~ hasa soc1a1 significance and is a matter of honour and glory.” '
3. Because the U.S.S.R. is fully equipped with modern technique. o
4. Because tlie people have come forward able.to use that technique. As a ies t- -
.of the Stakhanovite movement the old techmcal standards were being sma.shed and: new,i o
techinical standards created. -
: In conclusion he stresses the tasks of the party and the government to help forwa.rd the -
- Stakhanovite - movement, and declares that * only such leaders can be real Bolshevik lead' ;
~ as know not only how to teach the workers a.nd peasants but also how to learn: ﬁ:om
them.” N

4
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"5. The US.S.R. Con:tzaztzon

tigh. qfthc U.S.S:R (1936)
.R Constitution, adopted in 1936 and known as the Stalin Constltunon,
@i gwes: legislative form 10 the achievements of socialist society.
duemg the Draft Constitution at the 8th Congress of Soviets on November 25,
a nationwide djscussion of the draft, Stalin proclaimed the complete victory of
t system in all spheres of the national economy. Exploitation of man by man
__ed whlle socxahst ownershlp of the xmplements and means of producuon was -

¥ pro‘\‘uded everyone thh every opportumty to lead a prosperous and cultured life.
All'the old exploiting classes were eliminated.  There remain, Stalin says, the working
ie ,.peasa.nt class and the mtelhgentsla, but these themselves have changed w1th the

i ly, there is an entu‘ely new collective farm peasantry, and a new intelligentsia recrulted
_ workmg class and the peasa.nt class and servmg the people and not the explomng

, hshed between, the sixty nations, national groups and -hationalities of the multi-
’na.‘uo oviet State.

_ The Consutuuon, says Stalin, is the registration and legislative embodlment of these' .
! evemenfs Itl proceeds from the fact that the workmg people are in power, and that

_ mqmiéd to tn:erase those -nghts
goes on to deal with bourgeois cntxcasms of the Draft Gonstltunon and the various
s that had been proposed ’

The explanatxon that there exist two classes in Sov1et soclety, the: vworkers andb

heuexplanahon of the principle of the right of secession of Union Repubhcs.

e explaniation of the grounds for introducing the two-chamber system ini the |
sviét (the Soviet of the Union and the Soviet of the Nationalities). :

The explanation of the constitutional position of the president of the USSR,
e expla*ﬁé.tlon of the reasons for estabhshmg umversal‘ suﬁ'rage w1thout any

: speet':h Stalm declares that the Consuttmoh is*a document tesnfymg
what nnllions of honest people in ca.pltahst countries have dieamed o
4 R.,”' a.nd «“ that'what zhas alread een :
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: B g NATIONAL LIBERATION -

. _ INTRODUCTION . ~ A
Capitalism, breeds nationalism, national hostility, the oppression of one nation by
another, imperialist oppression ‘of colonial countries, The solution. of the national ¢uestion,

Y . le. of the series of problems arising from national and colonial oppression under capitalisty
and imperialism, constitutes an important part of the theory and practice of Marii
‘ L finism. | . . . ) \

"Marx and Engels stressed the subordination of the national question to the fundamen;
interests of the international working class. * In the national struggles of the proletariz
- of the different countries, the communists point out and bring to the front the COmIiion,
interests of the entire proletariat, independently of all nationality,” proclaimed thi
munist Manifesto. . ~ : o ce
Hence they adopted varying attitudes to the various bourgeois nationalist fiove f
of their time. They called on the workers to support the national unification' of Austria,
Italy and Germany as a revolutionary aim, and to support the national liberation struggles
“of the Poles and Hungarians. At the same time they recognised the réactionary charadf
~of, and therefore opposed, the nationalist movement of Pan-Slavism among the Czechs an
Croats, since this was in fact serving as an instrument for the expansion. of arch-reactiohary
.~ Tsarism. | o o - ‘ : o
' A'selection of Marx and Engels’ writings on the national movement, in Europe
1848 to 1871, edited and with an-introduction and full explanatory notes by Doha To:

. :

" ..contained in the volume Mearxism, Nationality and War, Part 11. . .
" ‘In Capital Marx exposed the nature of the cdlpn_!al policy of capitalism; and he

-golonial peoples. A people which enslaves others forges its own chains,” said a fesoluti
of the 1st International, drafted by Marx in 1869. -Marx and Engels- consistently
. .the working class to oppose every form of colonial expansion and ‘colonial oppression.
devoted the Closest atrention¥o the Irish question (see the ‘Correspondence), holding, th
liberation of Ireland was a condition for the victory of the English working class.
- followed closely British policy and the national struggle in-India and China (see M
- Ghing, edited by Dona. Torr). B o e T
-, 'The natiénal question occupied from the start a prominerit place in the prograzim;
Bolshevik Party, since Tsarist Russia was “ a prison house of nations,”
. The essentials of the working ¢lass approach to the. national question in th
the Great October Soéialist Revolution was surnsred up in Lenin's Right.of
lf Determination.and Stalin's Marxism and the National Qestion,.” These
ith which the student should begin study of this questios.

The Marxist-Leninist policy o the national question was put in

=at October Revolution, and the lines of the solution of the nationsl

n the building ‘of the multi-national Union of Socialist Soviet, Rep

reative development -of the theory and practice of Marsism
lestion' was undertaken by Stalin, L

he Great ‘October Socialist Revolution’ opened up a mew stage of ;

fiational question by libérating the-formerly backward and eppre

e, It gave a tremendous impetus and a new perspective to,the struggle
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" liberation and national revolution throughout the East and the entire colonial world, which’
had already been awakened by the 1go5 Revolution in Russia.
. ©On the development of the Marxist-Leninist teachings on the national question after the
- Great October Socialist Revolution, the reader should turn first to Stalin’s Foundations of
Leninism, Chaptet 6, The October Revolution and the National Policy of the Russian Communists,
The National Question Presented, and the Political Tasks of the University of the Peoples.of the East -
. (altincluded in the volume Marxism and the National and Colonial Question) and Stalin’s booklet
Thé National Question and Leninism. ' ,
~ Stalii’s writings and speeches on China, in 1926-7, are of fundamental importance in
the theory and practice of the Chinese Revolution, out of which has been developed the com-
plete body of teachings concerning the national revolution in colonial and semi-colonial
countries, embodied in the works of Mao Tse-tung. These works are a further development
~ of Marxism-Leninism in the national, democratic revolution in colonial, semi-colonial and
_ ‘gemi-feudal countries at the present period. The teachings of Mao grew and developed in
the révolutionary struggle of the Chinese people; they unite the theories of Marxism-Leninism ’
‘with the actual practice of the Chinese Revolution. .
According to these teachings, the national revolution is neither-a bourgeoise-democratic
révolution of the old type, nor a prolétarian socialist revolution. It is a bourgeois-democratic
revolution of a new type, directed against imperialism and against feudal survivals within
the country fostered and upheld by imperialism. While a, section of the bourgeoisie goes
_over to the side of imperialism and opposes the revolution, the basic motive forces of the
" revolution are the working class, the peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie, and it is led by
- the working class. Its aim is the complete elimination of the oppress’ion of both foreign-
jinperialism and domestic feudalism and to establish a democracy in which the ruling,
guiding power i3 the working class in alliance with the mass of working people. Immediate
objectives are. national independence, land reform,; development of national industry and
trade, protection of the standards and rights of the working people. = This does not exclude
. that capitalist enterprise plays a role in building up the national economy, under the control -
. of the People’s Government. Only on the basis of carrying through these national, demo-
) «cratic tasks can the revolution advance the next step to the stage of socialism. : .
'On this further creative development of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism on -the
‘national revolution in the’ present period, the reader should consult especially People’s
Deimdcratic Dictatorship, by Mao Tse-tung; Thirty Years of the Communist Party of China, by
ot

Hu. Chiao-mu; On the Party, by Liu Shao-chi.

Cm

~ LENIN : The Right of Nations to Self-Determination o .
© " The Programime of the R.S.D.L.P. adopted at the Second Congress in 1903 included .
~_on Leriin’s insistence a point recognising the right of all nations to self-determination. This
. has always remained an integral part of the programme of the Communist Party.
eniir’s book The Right of Nations to Self-Determination was published in 1914, mainly in
misunderstandings about the question on the part of Rosa Luxemburg. -
“The, following are the chief points stresséd by Lenin. - o
‘1. The rise of nations and national movements is linked up with the victory of
talism over feudalism. Its economic basis lies in the fact that the bourgeoisie must
& hoine market, have politically united tetritories, and develop a'national language;  , .
mportant means of human intercourse. It follows that the right of hations. t6
determination primarily means the right of political separation of these nations from
: national bodies, the right to the 'for'maﬁon of independent national ‘states. :

e




- expect ‘““a ‘ pure’ social revolution » is to * pay lip service to revolution thhomt under-

~
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2. The workmg-class must oppose all natiorial oppression and support every national -

~ striving against oppression. No nation can be free if it oppresses another natién. Hence

the working class party must resolutely defend the right of all nations to self- determmatlon.
To deny this right is tantamount to defending national oppressxon and supporting the -
privileges of dominating nations.

.

t
3. As against bourgeois natlonah'sm, which always seeks special adVantages for its
own nation, the working class is opposed to all national pnvﬂeges without exception, and
fights against all national exceptionalism, hostility and oppression. Hence, while always
supportmg the right to self-determination and every national striving against natioral
oppression, the working class opposes every striving for national exceptionalism, and re-
pudiates the nationalist policy of the bourgeoisie. :

4. The national question must in every case be approached and solved in the light .
of the particular circumstances of the case. In this connection, Lenin specially examines the
National Question in Norway, Sweden, Poland and Ireland.

5. .As regards the questlon of secession, to uphold the right to secede .does not mean
advocatmg secessions in all cases. Hence what the working class must stand for is * the
recognition of the nght to secession for all; the appraisal of each concrete question of secession
from the point of view of removing all inequality, all privileges, all exceptionalism.”

6. For the workmg class, national dema.nds are subordinate to the interests of the class
strugglc. The recognition of the right of nations to self-determination entails for the working

- class the establishment of the strongest international unity and sohdanty between the working

class of different nations. -
, )
/

I;ENIN ¢ The Discussion of Self-Determination Summed Up '

Two sections of this article, which was published in 1916, appear in English translation
in the collection, Marx, Engels Marxism.. In them Lenin shows how Marx always judged
national “movements in-their ‘relation to the international struggle for socialism.. The
national demands of small nations were subordinate to the interests of the liberation of a
number of big nations, and had to be considered, not in isolation, but on a Europea.n ‘or on
.a world scale. The advent of imperialism meant that a handful of great powers were
opprmsmg other nations, and the task then became to develop all national movements
against imperialism in order to hasten the defeat of meenahsm :

Internationalism has different 1mphcatlons in great oppressing nations and in small
oppressed nations. In the former it démands’ emphasis upon the righit of the oppressed
nations to freedom of secession; in the latter, emphasis upon * voluntary union,” together
w1th the fight aga?nst *‘ small nation nan'ow-mmdedness, isolationism and alooﬁless SO

" A third section, dealihg with ths Easter Rebellion in Ireland, is translated in Vol. V
of the 12-volume Lenin Selected Works. Here Lenin shows that the national libération strupgles
of small nations are an important link in the world revolutionary struggle against ifnpérialism, -
Socxa.l revolution is inconceivable without revolts by small nations—revolts which may not
.themselves bear a socialist character, but ‘which objectively attack capital.

- It can never happén that *“ in one place an army wﬂl line up and say we are for
souahsm, a.nd in another place another army will say ‘ we are for imperia 2Y Te .

standing what revolution is.”"
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al Pride of the Great-Russians
‘ » soon after the outbreak of war in 1914, when the reacnonanes
uﬁng about nahonahty and fatheiland. .
Lenity shows that love of country, national pride, is not alien to socialists. The ﬁ.ght
class oppression within the country, and to end the shameful oppression of other

. a fight dictated by love of country, which demands struggle to overthrow the
3. who afe ruining and dasgracmg the nation.

Marxnsm a.nd the National Qnestion 3 : .

article Marxism and the National Question, pubh,shed in 1913, develops the Marxist

gs onthe national’ question on the basis of the entire .experience of national move-

5. to' that date, and constituted the point of departure for the solution of the national
n in the Russian Revoluﬁ’on.

'I'.he fundameéntal ideas contamed in this artxcle may be sumn!ed up under four headmgs t

lw Definition of a .Natwn A C

1 gives ‘a’ basic definition of a nanon and ‘demonstrates the Ma.rxlst method of

at a definition by considering the subJect in all its aspects and in its actual develop-

» definition is as follows: ‘A nation is a historically evolved, stable commumty‘
'llanguage, ~temtoty, economic life and psychological make-up mamfested ina commumty
. - It is only when all these charactensucs are present that we have a nation.”

iegis Natzonahsm and Working-class Intmzatzonahsm

_ Stalin, demonstrates that the formation of nations and independent natlona.l states
place with the development of capitalism. The bourgeoisie played the leadmg role
formation of nations; and gave a bourgeois character to the national movement.!
: the stronger nations obtained national independence, others did not advange
national developrent before they fell under the domination of the stronger
Hence the occurrence of the oppression of oné nation by another. -
oi§ nationalism’ always bears a character of exclusiveness, of national enmnity
Ena nal oppression.. And in the conditions of rising capitalism the national struggle al
ily took the form of a struggle between different national bourgeois classes. '
working class fights ‘against all national oppression and for the self- determination.
ns, but doés not allow itself to be diverted by ‘bourgeois natlonahsm mto sohda.nty
\ ational bourgeome and into international ehmity.
gitishes the policy of the working classon. the national questlon from bourgeo
At | wprkmg class seeks to end all national oppression and host;hty and to;
[unity between the workmg classes and workmg people of all’ natlons. ,

'Natitfr’mif Sc{f Determmatmt and Agam.tt .S'eparatut Tendenae: ° C
g classisupports the right of every. nation to self: detetmma.
that the working'class supports every hational demaqd .
8t The right to self- detgrmination is one - thingy what
] y be ado ted, what national institutions will. be established and
oM another nation, of-unite with it, is another
or até not to be isupported according to thq
7 in each case can be decided only on the basxs of co
and ctﬂtural condmons of the ,glven natlon.
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Stalin: strongly opposes natlonahst separatist tendeniciés amiong;the Worlnngclasﬁlo g4
tions. - In countries where several natiopalities are represented among the. working
such tendencies ¢an lead to the destruction of the unity 'of the working class movement.

Stalin therefore. declares that the working class could not support the demaand for so:
called “ national cultural autonomy,’ because it was an arhﬁcxal proposal which bo‘lstered

up reacuonary nationalist-trends and divided: the workers.

4 le Conditions for the Solution qf the National Problem ‘ o o
Stalin concludes that thero were five condmons for the soluhon of the natlonal
problem: S
1. - Recognition of the right of all nations to self- deterrmnauon. - L

: 2. Regional autonomy for national groupmgs occupying ' their own temtorv w1thm
. 'a multi-national state. "

3. The establishment of the conditions of the fullest democracy

4. . National equality, i.e. no special pnv11eges for any ¢ one nation, and no restncuon o
of the nghts of national minorities. - S

5. United working-class organisations’ and international sohdanty of the workmg [ass,
- These latter points were further explained and elaborated by Stalin in his Report ogl tlk
Natwnal Question to the 7th Party Conference in Apnl xgx7

v

4

L

ECI

In articles and speeches on the National Question in the period following the 0 : .
Revolution 1917, contained in the volume Marxmz{ and the National, and Colonial Q stion,
| ‘Stalin develops the Marxist-Leninist teachings on the national _question further, . thy l_lg“ht
' of the new conditions arising after the Russiah Revolution. L

- What are these pnnmpal further developments of the Mamst—Lemmst twehmgs m;f .'
. the natloﬂal quest:on ? _ .
The national ‘question has become bound up thh the - quesuon of he liberati o ‘of

t.he oppressed colonial and semi-colonial peopl& from’ imperialism. From being & quéstion

bound up with the bourgems democratic 'revolution, the national questién h had become

bound up with, the destiny of the socialist revolution.  From being 2 mdvement domma

by the bourgeoxsle, the national movement becarme a revolutlonary movem
workuig class and peasants in the colomal and selm-colomal countries. g

2. The sblution of the natmnal questlon is therefore 1nseparable fre

unpenahst struggle and the hherauon of nations from the power of capltal.

3. The struggle for national liberation must be led by the workmg oz
with the peasants, and demands the isolation of those secuons of the bourg‘eoh ]
v.natlon which collaborate with ;mpenahsm .

4. "The' workmg class must help and support the coloma.l hberauon 1mo T
- strugple against impe
direcfmn- of somahsm
“The nght of nations to sclf-determmauon is deﬁned as the ; 1

a.nd to form- independént states, Wheie unions of - natnon& are formed the |
voluntary and baSed on mutua.l conﬁdence. ,

WS

The Great October Socialist Revolutmn and the Natxonal Qpesl;on

" I
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. 6 - It is nécessary to fight on the one hand against  great power chauvinism,” the
tendenéy of nationals of the stronger nations to believe themselves siperior to other nations

“aiid to seek to dominate them; and on the other hand against local nationalist and
separdtists tendencies, which breed hostility between peoples. The working class must
alwaysstand for the fraternal union of peoples, mutual aid, and aid from the more advanced
o) the: less advanced nations. )

..+ The following are the principal speeches and articles contained in Marxism and the
National and Colonial Question in which the above points are elaborated. '

i'" " The October Revolution ‘and the National Question. 1918
' _ Here Stalin deals with the position of the border regions of the old Tsarist Empire in
the Russian Revolution. He shows how, with the overthrow of the Tsar, the national

L

boiifgeoisié in the border regions tried to form their own national states, but were powerless
against the oppressive policy of the Provisional Government on the one hand, and the
hostility of their own workers and peasants on the other hand.
. After October, they fought against the socialist revolution,and began to sell out to
foreign imperialista. T ' ,
Tt became obvious that national liberation could come only by struggle of the workers
‘and peasaiits of the border regions in alliance with the Russian workers and peasants,
against both the foreign imperialists and their own bourgeoisie. :
. The October Revolution, Stalin concludes, widéned the whole scope of the national
" question by striking the first blows for the emancipation of all oppressed nations, colonies

.and semi-colonies from imperialism. ' - .

o .. N - ) . Y ‘
. The Poligy of the Soviet Government on the National Question in Russia. 1920

. In this article Stalin shows that imperialism could only be defeated by a union of the
border peoples with the workers and peasants of Central Russia. Either they must join .
i with ‘the’ Russian workers and peasants, or else they must Jjoin forces with the foreign
mperialists, and come under the yoke of imperialism. _ ¥ ,
. "' & "Therefore, Stalin concludes, it is necessary to oppose tendencies for the secession of the
. 'border regions from the Russian Soviet Republic. : B ‘
., - He stresses the duty of the Russian workers to help the peoples of the border regions to
- ienter into the general stream of Soviet development. ' : ’

L

) }fl' “Theses. and Report on the Immediate Tasks of the Party in Connection with the National Problem. 1921
" In'the Theses and Report on the National Problem to the 1oth Party Congress, Stalin
', shows." ow ' capitalism inevitably creates national hostility and national oppression, and
v the final solution of the national question is possible on the basis of socialism.
The Nai ional Quastion Presented. ‘1921 . . ‘ -
i this article Stalin says that there were four principal features of the presentation’
ational question by the Bolshevik Party.! :
The central issue is the emancipation of the colonjal peoples from imperialism,
rity between the working class in the imperialist countries and the colonial peoples
"The right of nations to self-determination must be defined as the right to political

, Report to 16th Congress C.P.S.U.(B), Foundatiins of Leninism.

\




Q9. NATIONAL i.mmno& ' S 9'3«
" secession and to form independent states. (Such a definition unmasks all hypocritical impemﬂl
@® ist talk about self- determmatxon)
8. The liberation of nations is mseparable from theu‘ emancxpatlon from the. pcwer
' of capltal
4. The workers of the more advanced countries have the duty of rendenng axd to the
people of the less advanced countries.

L

N
.

The Amalgamation of the Soviet Republics. 1922

Stalin’s two Reports at the 1oth All-Russian Congresss of Soviets i in 1922 deal with the
historic decision to set up the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. .

' Theses and Report on National Factors in Party and State. 1923 - -
Stalin’s Theses and Report at the 12th’ Party Congress deal with three obstrucuons
hindering the solution of the National Question in the U.S.S. R., namely: (1) tendencies to
- Great Russian chauvinism; (2) mistaken proposals concerning economic and cultural
C autonomy for particular national groupings; (3) survivals of local nationalism in the border

regions.
He stresses that it is partlcularly the duty of the Russian workers to combat Great

Russian chauvinism, while it is the duty of the peoples of the border mpubhcs to combat

thelr own nationalist sumvals 1 .

The October Revolution and the Nat:onal Policy of the.Russian Commum.rts. 1921 o

- The October Revolution and the Middle Strata. 1923
These two articles, both writteri on the respective anniversaries of the October Revolu- -
tion, stress the role of the oppressed nationalities as allies of the workmg class in the struggle

“ . against imperialism and for socialism.
: * The October Revolution, Stalin concludec, has bréught the 1deas of soaahsm to the _

peoples of all the oppressed nations.?

Political Tasks _of the University of the Peoples of the East. 1925
K In this speech ‘to students at the University of the Peoples of the East, Stalin deals thh o
the problems of both the peoples of Soviet Republics and of the peoples of colonial and- . ..
. dependent countries. ‘ .
In the Soviet Republics their fundamental task is to achieve an economic development L
towards socialism and to develop a national culture, proletanan in’ content and~ nanonal

in form. .
As regards the colonial and dependent countnes, no liberation from imperialism is '’

iJOBBlble without a victorious national revoluuon, in which the working 'class takes the lead
of the whole people 'and isolates the compromising sections of the bourgeoisie.
. The bond between the colonial peoples and the workmg classin the imperialist eountries

must be constantly strengthened

-~ .

STALIN . The National Q_uestion and Lenimsm v

Stalin’s booklet The National Question and Leninism, pubhshed in 1929, deals with several

«quiestions raised in letters received from comrades. o
1Sce Stalin, Report to thh Congress C.P.S.U. (B),Fomdatwn.e of Leninism; Lenin, mnucumn R Self-Deterntinas

. tion Summed Up. ;

2 See Stalm The Intemamnal Charakr of tha October. Rewlulwn.

(.

»



ta‘hndea.ls with the question of the dying away of national differences and national
25, ‘These will continue to exist'and to develop. after the victory of socialism in
yuntries, and will begin to die away only in the period of the victory of socialism

orld scale. o . < :

4+ ‘Stalin deals with the differences between the Marxist-Leninist presentation of the
tional question before and after the Russian Revolution, and with the way in which the-
n-6f the national and colonial questi{m has become bound up with the struggle against
lisin, and with the world socialist revolution. ’ '
1

PR

talin’s speeches and articles on China in‘the years 1926-7 are of profound significance
roviding the theoretical foundations of the policy of Communism in relation to China, -
understanding the revolutionary tasks throughout the whole of the colonial
<Colc ‘world.;, : . : . v e
ey should be read in association with the study of Lenin’s policy in the 1905 Revolution
as set forth in Two Tactics of Social Democracy in the Democratic Revolution. Stalin
velops Lenin’s ideas in considering the tasks of the revolution in China, . -

Jand
" I the period 1926-7, with which Stalin was dealing, the revolutionary national arinjes
the Kuomintang were overcoming the armies of the reactionary war-lords and generals -
"by thé imperidlists. There was a gréat ris€ in the ‘united anti-imperialist striiggle

: __bib of workers, peasants and national bourgeoisie. But precisely in this period ‘of
ctory of the Kuomintang armies, the right wing leaders of the Kuomintang, turned:
volution and entered into a compact, with imperialism against the revolution.

1is based on the recognition of the need (1) to take into account
P _ of China; (2) to win all possible allies at each stage of the
2) to adapt slogans to the changing situation in order i lead the masses and
» Jearny from. their, own. experience at each stage. S
¢ principal questions which Stalin clarifies in these speeches and articles?.
g the general ¢haracter-of the Ghiheseﬂvqlﬂtion as a bourgeois democratic
 the special chafacter of a tevolution for riational liberation, directed -
, that the revolutioh must be led by the working ¢lass and its patty, which-

*

ind win to the revolution the millions of the pedsants, as well a3 allying itself
ges of the revolution with sections of the national bourg‘eovisie.vr' ST g
ws that 'the future power to be established as a result of the victory ¢
1l be 2 power of the type of the derrocratic dictatorship of the working class an
power will be -directed’ first and foremost against imperiaflism. = Tt will
e the peasants to. catry, through agrarian reform by confiscating the
g feudalisth in China, anid of initiating a new. hon-capi
y which will lead in the-direction of socialism: P

.




9 NATIONAL LIBERATION

4. Stalin lays special stress on the m.lhtary aspects of the Chinese Revoluuon, pomung '
out the key role of the revolutlonary armies in China. - :

- As regards the policy of the mpenahsts in China, he stresses that :
vention takes the form not only of foreign mvasxon, but also of the use of home-bmd
reactionaries, *‘ intervention by means of catspaws.”
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